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             Follow Indigo Shire Council on Facebook  
             for latest news and updates

Visit www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au to sign up to 
the Weekly Update for news across the shire, 
and to explore Council’s services and projects. 
Visit the Shire’s tourism websites: 
explorebeechworth.com.au,   
explorerutherglen.com.au,  
explorechiltern.com.au and 
exploreyackandandah.com.au  
to find out what’s on around the region.

Pool Season
It’s nearly time to get out the goggles and sunscreen and hit the pool. 
The Indigo Shire Council swimming pool season runs from 1pm Saturday 
16 November 2019 to 7pm, Monday 11 March 2020.
We’ve been hard at work over the winter 
months ensuring our five pools are 
sparkling.  Over the winter period solar 
heating was installed at the Chiltern and 
Tangambalanga pools. This completes our 
solar heating project with all five pools 
now upgraded.

All fees, including season passes, are 
available on our website. You can also 
sign up to the Foggy Goggle e-newsletter 
to find out what’s happening at Indigo 
Shire pools. 

indigoshire.vic.gov.au/pools
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GET INVOLVED

Rutherglen Pool  
pre-season swimming

Pre-season swimming has already 
started at the Rutherglen 

swimming pool. 

Head down to the pool for a 
morning swim on Mondays, 

Wednesdays or Fridays between 
6.30-7.30am or afternoons on 

Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays from 5-6pm. 

There are many ways to get involved in Council 
decision-making and share your feedback with us.

Have your say
Have Your Say is Indigo Shire’s online portal 
where you can view community engagement 
activities and provide input to help inform 
Council decision-making.
Check out our Have Your Say page for ways to 
get involved:

indigoshire.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Community forums

Community forums are another way to share 
your ideas, ask questions and get involved in 
Council decision-making.
The next community forum will be held on:
• 19 November, Wahgunyah School of Arts
The notes from each community forum are 
available on our website after each meeting.

 indigoshire.vic.gov.au/communityforums

Customer service
Customer service is our highest priority. We 
strive to provide excellent customer service, 
and make sure your concerns are always heard 
and dealt with.

We’d like your feedback on how we’re doing. Fill 
in our customer service survey online or at any 
of our customer service centres.

 indigoshire.vic.gov.au/feedback
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Switch to Email 
Did you know you can sign up to receive 
your rate notices and the Indigo Informer via 
email? Visit our website to sign up at: 
indigoshire.vic.gov.au/paymyrates

Christmas & New Year closing times
Indigo Shire’s offices, customer service centres and libraries will close for the 
Christmas & New Year break from 2pm on Tuesday, December 24 and reopen on 
Tuesday 2 January. For after hours emergencies visit indigoshire.vic.gov.au/contact-
us or phone 1300 365 003.



Yack Skate Park is ready to roll
The redevelopment of the Yackandandah Skate Park is now complete.

Beechworth to Yackandandah Rail Trail Update 
Work is well underway on the Beechworth to Yackandandah Rail Trail, with 
section one in Beechworth from Peach Drive along Alma Road nearing 
completion. 

Ready Street, Rutherglen 

The design was created with input from 
a working group made up of local 
community members and features two 
jump boxes, a spine, burn, nipple and 
rollover jump box.

The skate park has been created for all 
ages and abilities, and is suitable for 
both inexperienced riders through to the 
more experienced. For the non-riders, 
there is plenty of surrounding shade and 
a new picnic table and shelter.

The project was jointly funded by Sport 
and Recreation Victoria and Indigo 
Shire Council.

indigoshire.vic.gov.au/yackskatepark

A tender has been advertised for 
construction of section two, east of 
Yackandandah township to Osborne’s Flat. 
It is expected construction will start 
before the Christmas period and will take 
approximately three months to complete.

Section three in Wooragee along Factory 
and Fanning Lanes began construction in 
October and will be completed by the end of 
the year. Planning and approvals are 

underway for Section 4, the Beechworth 
Wodonga Road between Wooragee and 
the Yackandandah turn-off roundabout. 
All other sections are still in  
development phase.

For more information including video 
updates visit:  
indigoshire.vic.gov.au/railtrail

Ready Street in Rutherglen has 
had a facelift. 

Approximately 150m of kerb and channel 
was installed along the southern side of 
Ready Street between Meehan Street and 
Fortune Street. Additional kerb and 
channel installation works on the northern 
side of Ready St started in September and 
were completed in three weeks. 

As part of this project, new underground 
drainage pipes were laid and drainage pits 
were installed. The road was widened and 
the gravel section will be sealed during the 
Council’s shoulder sealing works period.
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Plastic Bag Ban
The Victorian Government is 
implementing a state-wide ban 
on lightweight plastic shopping 
bags from November 2019.

Send your e-waste to a better place 
In 2018, Council received a grant from Sustainability Victoria to 
design and construct e-waste storage sheds at the Beechworth and 
Rutherglen transfer stations.

New vouchers for waste disposal
It’s that time of year when many residents embark on a good spring clean of their property and a trip to 
the transfer station. 

 The Sustainability Victoria funding is to 
support local government with the 
introduction of the e-waste to landfill ban.

Council advertised the tender earlier this 
year and awarded the contract to J&A 
Constructions. The Beechworth transfer 
station will have a new 11m x 13m shed, 
while in Rutherglen an existing shed has 
been extended by 6m to house e-waste. 
As part of these projects two 5000 litre 

water tanks were installed, and new 
signage developed. Access tracks works 
will complete the project in November.  

The new sheds will be used to store 
e-waste before Council’s contractor 
collects it for recycling.

For more information visit 
indigoshire.vic.gov.au/ewaste

The ban will apply to all retailers and 
suppliers regardless of size or type – from 
supermarkets to fashion boutiques, from 
fast food outlets to petrol stations.

In the past Victorians have used over 1 
billion plastic shopping bags every year. 

The majority of these bags end up in 
landfill and around 10 million end up as 
litter, polluting the environment and 
endangering wildlife.

For information, visit vicbagban.com.au

 This is where the two waste disposal 
vouchers, which were included with the 
recent rates notices, come in handy. 

Each voucher enables residents to dispose 
of one cubic metre of waste (including 
hard and green waste to the same value) 
free of charge at a transfer station at any 
time throughout the year. The two 
vouchers are in addition to the free green 

waste disposal weekend which was held on 
12 and 13 October in support of Fire 
Preparation Week. 

The vouchers are valid for one year and 
can also be used at the Beechworth, 
Rutherglen, Wodonga and Tallangatta 
transfer stations, meaning you can tidy up 
at a time convenient to you. 
The change in service offers flexibility to 

residents regarding visiting a transfer 
station, reduces health and safety risks, 
helps us improve site management and 
lessen contamination.

Given that environmental sustainability is a 
high priority of residents and Council, the 
changed services aim to assist staff and the 
community to collaboratively improve 
recycling and lessen landfill.  
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Native Vegetation
Many of our roadsides across Indigo Shire contain 
valuable native vegetation including trees, shrubs, grasses 

Tips to Prepare for Bushfire Season

and ground covers. 

Native vegetation on our roadsides is often of high conservation 
value and provides:

• Habitat for native wildlife, often including endangered plants and 
animals.

• Lower fuel loads than introduced grasses, such as phalaris.

• Important fauna habitat corridors and connections between 
fragmented bushland.

• Assistance in erosion and salinity control.

We all have a role to play in looking after roadside vegetation. 
Unauthorised removal of native vegetation in roadsides, including 
large dead trees and grasses, is not okay.

1. Download the VicEmergency App to receive community information and warnings. 
Go to: www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/vicemergency-app

2. Prepare your property for bushfire season by visiting  
www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/how-to-prepare-your-property 

3. Know where your Neighbourhood Safer Places are (also known as bushfire Places 
of Last Resort). Neighbourhood Safer Places are the place to go to in the event of a 
bushfire but they should be considered only when all your other personal plans, such as 
your Bushfire Survival Plan, have failed. Your safety and survival cannot be guaranteed 
on your way to or at a Neighbourhood Safer Places. 

For more information go to indigoshire.vic.gov.au/emergencies

Neighbourhood Safer Places  
in Indigo Shire:

Beechworth

Memorial Hall, Ford Street

Beechworth

Police Paddocks, High Street

Yackandandah

Senior Citizens, Wellsford Street

Yackandandah

Memorial Gardens, High Street

Chiltern

Memorial Hall, Conness Street

Tangambalanga

Community Centre, 29 Kiewa East 
Road
Stanley

Recreation Reserve Pavilion,  
Pioneer Road
Rutherglen

Showgrounds Reserve Open Space, 
High Street
Barnawartha

Recreation Reserve Pavilion, Havelock 
Street
Sandy Creek 

Recreation Reserve Pavilion,  
Lockharts Gap Road
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Before and during a heatwave:

•  Stay hydrated.

•  Drink two to three litres of water each day, even if you don’t 
feel thirsty. Avoid alcohol and caffeine.

• Dress light. Lighter clothing helps your body stay cool. Light-
coloured clothing reflects heat and sunlight.

•  Check on family, friends and neighbours especially those most 
at risk such as the elderly and young children.

• Stay out of the sun or take shelter. If you need to be out in the 
sun, wear a shirt, hat, sunglasses and sunscreen. Sunburn will 
affect your body’s ability to cope with the heat.

• Draw your curtains, blinds and awnings at the start of the day 
to keep as much sun out of your home as possible.

•  Seek air conditioning. If you don’t have air conditioning at 
home, spend the day somewhere that does such as a library, 
cinema or shopping centre. If you do have an air conditioner at 
home, make sure it has been serviced. Fans will also help you 
stay cool.

•  Make sure your pets have plenty of shade and enough cool 
water to last the entire day. Hose them down or put ice cubes 
in their bowl. Check on them regularly.

•  Don’t leave children or pets in parked vehicles.

Cool Relief Centers in Indigo Shire:

Many Indigo Shire businesses participate in the Cool Relief Centre Initiative which provides a refuge for people during extreme 
heat conditions.

Businesses and organisations who are interested in participating just need to be willing to offer water and a seat for those 
seeking relief from the heat. Cool Relief Centre stickers are provided to windows of participating businesses. 

Please contact Indigo Shire Community Development Officer Jess Johnston on 1300 365 003 if you would like to participate.

For more information visit indigoshire.vic.gov.au/coolrelief 

Heat stress:

• If you or those close to you are suffering heat stress, call 
for help immediately.

• Symptoms of heat stress include extremely heavy sweating, 
headache and vomiting, confusion, swollen tongue.

• All life-threatening situations should be reported by calling 
triple 0.

 
After a heatwave:

• You should continue to check on family, friends and 
neighbours, particularly those most at risk.

• It’s also important that you keep drinking water regularly, 
even if you don’t feel thirsty.

• Also, be careful around trees — they often drop limbs 
when it is hot.

For more information visit indigoshire.vic.gov.au/heatwaves

Roadside vegetation: Can I or can’t I?

Clear trees in the road reserve? All works in the road reserve require Council consent. Indigo Shire is the responsible au-
thority for municipal roads and VicRoads need to be consulted for VicRoads roads. You will 
definitely need a consent to work in the road reserve. There are some exemptions – but 
often vegetation clearing would also require a planning permit and offsets. Council’s policy 
is to retain native vegetation on in the roadsides unless it is causing a road safety issue. All 
roads are regularly inspected for maintenance, including assessment of overhanging trees, 
but if you think there is a hazard please report it via our website.

Bulldoze/grade the roadside  
to remove fire hazards?

No. This is a contravention of the native vegetation regulations. Clearing the area will result 
in loss of habitat, and more weeds.  

The CFA and the Municipal Fire Management Committee have assessed all roads in the 
Shire and have a plan of roads which require fuel reduction treatment.  
For more information on this program, please contact CFA or council. 

Plant native vegetation in the 
road reserve?

Maybe – we encourage native vegetation appropriate to the area to improve the roadside 
conservation value. You will need a consent to work in the road reserve - so please discuss 
your proposal with council. Don’t plant near power lines or other services. 

Tidy up/pick up sticks etc from 
the road reserve 

You can but it’s best not to - All natural material should stay in the road reserve wherever 
practicable, it is all part of the habitat and breaks down over time to return organic matter 
to the soil. Many animals rely on leaf litter, low shrubs and thickets for habitat. 

Heatwave Alerts
Sign up to receive direct heat health alerts via email 
Go to www2.health.vic.gov.au/newsletters
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REGULAR EVENTS
WEEKLY

Every Thursday 
Thursday Night Blues Jam, Yackandandah 
facebook.com/starhotelyack
Every Friday & Fourth Saturday 
Stanley Women of the 19th Century 
www.mivic.org.au/stanley.html
Every Saturday 
Rutherglen Historical Town Guided Walk 
www.explorerutherglen.com.au
Every Sunday 
Live Music on the balcony at Beechworth 
Bakery 
www.beechworthbakery.com.au 

 First Friday 
First Friday Long Table Lunch 
www.indigovineyard.com.au
First Saturday 
Beechworth Farmers Market 
facebook.com/beechworthfarmersmarket
Music on the Murray, Wahgunyah 
www.stleonardswine.com.au
First Sunday 
Chiltern Markets 
www.explorechiltern.com.au
 Second Saturday  
Yackandandah Old Time Dance 
www.exploreyackandandah.com.au 

Second Sunday  
Rutherglen Farmers Market 
www.explorerutherglen.com.au
Chiltern Music Jam 
facebook.com/ironbarktavern

Third Saturday  
Yackandandah Produce Swap
www.exploreyackandandah.com.au
Third Sunday  
Yackandandah Lions Club Market
www.exploreyackandandah.com.au

Last Tuesday  
Life Drawing Class at Mayday Hills Art 
Society.

For more information
about community events go to:

indigoshire.vic.gov.au/Events 

Summer at the Library
The weather may be hot, but there will always be cool things to do at 
the library this summer. 
Kids can participate in the Summer 
Reading Program and go in the draw to 
win a prize.   There will be craft activities, 
Lego Mania, movie screenings and much 
more.  
Summer holidays are also a great time 
to dive into that best seller you have 
been meaning to read.  Stuck for what to 
choose?  Keep an eye out for our Summer 
Reading Collection to get inspired.  
Going on a Road Trip?  Download the 
‘Borrow Box’ app and have the latest 

audio books delivered straight to your 
mobile phone. Plus, you can always drop 
in and browse our great collection of 
books, magazines and DVDs.  Find out 
more about what’s on at Indigo Shire 
Libraries via the website or follow us on 
Facebook – Indigo Shire Libraries.  
Don’t forget the Libraries are Cool Relief 
Centres, so pop in and enjoy the (Jane) 
Eyre conditioning! 

For more information visit  
indigoshire.vic.gov.au/libraries

Australia Day Nominations open
Nominations for the 2020 Australia Day Awards are now open.
The Australia Day Awards celebrate the outstanding individuals and community 
organisations in the region who make extraordinary contributions to society.
• Indigo Shire Citizen of the Year
• Indigo Shire Young Citizen of the Year
• Indigo Shire Community Organisation of the Year
• Beechworth & District Certificate of Achievement
• Rutherglen & District Certificate of Appreciation
• Chiltern & District Certificate of Appreciation
• Yackandandah & District Certificate of Appreciation
• Barnawartha & District Certificate of Appreciation
• Kiewa-Tangambalanga & District Certificate of Appreciation
• Emma George Junior Sporting Scholarship
Applications are also being taken for the 
Emma George Junior Sporting Scholarship. The 
Scholarship is aimed at young sports people 
from within Indigo Shire who wish to apply for 
assistance in pursuing their sporting activities at 
regional, state or national levels of competition.
The awards are open to individuals who reside 
within and groups who conduct their activities 
within Indigo Shire.
Nominations are open until 5pm on Monday 11 
November 2019. For further information, and to 
make a nomination, visit:  
indigoshire.vic.gov.au/australiaday
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Each season the Burke Museum in 
Beechworth will be showcasing diverse 
music talent and highlight the building’s 
beautiful acoustics. The Burke Museum 
was originally designed in 1856 for 
lectures and music, and performers will 
play amongst picturesque backdrop of our 
nineteenth century collection and stained 
glass window. Each two-hour intimate 
show includes an intermission for canapés 
and a bar from Billson’s 1865.  
For Spring, Albury-bred, Melbourne-
based, singer/songwriter, Georgie 
Currie brings her debut EP ‘Flowers 
for Your Worst Days’ to the Burke on 
Thursday 21 November. 
Familiar to audiences as the lead singer 
of 10-piece outfit, The Northern Folk, 

Georgie’s songs blend the broken, 
intimate fears of youth with a vocal 
intensity beyond her years. Lyrically and 
harmonically mature, she paints portraits 
remarkable as much for their emotional 
power as their vulnerability. Amongst the 
intimate setting of the Burke, this is an 
event not to be missed. 
Concert starts at 7.30pm with doors 
open from 7.00pm, featuring bar by 
Billson’s 1865. 
Tickets $40, including canapés. Book now! 
Tickets available at Burke Museum,  
ph. 03 5728 8067 or  
burkemuseum.com.au

If you have a few hours spare per week, are 
passionate about our region, like meeting 
new people and want to be a part of a 
vibrant and inclusive team, then this could 
be the volunteer position for you. 
Interested or want further details? 
Call Jennifer Allan, Coordinator Visitor and 
Tourism Industry Services on  
03 5728 8064.

The camp is run for disadvantaged, special needs and rurally isolated 9-12 year old 
children with up to 250 students attending each camp. A cohort of Indigo Shire 
children attend each January.
Positions available include room leaders and recreation leaders to oversee indoor and 
outdoor activities including sport, swimming, discos, arts & craft, cooking and hiking 
to name just a few! 
Camp Leaders need to be friendly, hardworking and have an ability to communicate 
well and work closely with a diverse group of children and adults. 
If you think this is you, please contact Jess Johnston on 1300 365 003. More 
information can be found here: theportseacamp.com.au 

Georgie Currie at the Burke 
The Burke Museum team is happy to announce the At the Burke concert series! 

Love talking with visitors? 
The Beechworth and Yackandandah 
Visitor Information Centres are 
looking for new volunteers. 

Volunteer at Portsea Camp  
Portsea Camp is seeking leaders and junior leaders to attend the camp! 
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T: 1300 365 003 , 03 5728 8000
F: 03 5728 1676

E: info@indigoshire.vic.gov.au
www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au

Customer Service Centres
Beechworth: 1300 365 003

Chiltern: 1300 365 003
Yackandandah: 1300 365 003

Rutherglen: 02 6033 6801

Councillor Contacts

Jenny O’Connor 
jenny.oconnor@indigoshire.vic.gov.au
0417 126 409

Sophie Price 
sophie.price@indigoshire.vic.gov.au
0400 651 848 

@indigoshire.vic.gov.au
0419 181 234

Larry Goldsworthy
larry.goldsworthy@indigoshire.vic.gov.au
0499 450 041

James Trenery
james.trenery@indigoshire.vic.gov.au
0429 417 420

Barb Murdoch — Deputy Mayor
barb.murdoch@indigoshire.vic.gov.au
0407 821 221

Diane Shepheard
diane.shepheard@indigoshire.vic.gov.au
0428 115 213

   6.30pm-9.30pm,
at the Beechworth Council Chambers, 
2 Kurrajong Way, Mayday Hills. 
All members of the community  

STREAMED LIVE on

are

2019 Meeting Calendar

mayor

Tuesday 26 February
Tuesday 26 March
Tuesday 30  April
Tuesday 28 May
Tuesday 25 June
Tuesday 30 July
Tuesday 27 August
Tuesday 24 September
Tuesday 29 October
Tuesday 26 November
Tuesday 17 December

— Mayor
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Rutherglen appointments 
We’re making it a little easier to access Council 
services and advice in Rutherglen.
You can now make a booking with a Council staff member at 
our Rutherglen office - get advice from team members from 
planning & building through to community and economic 
development and more.
To make an appointment contact us on 1300 365 003 or fill in 
our online form:  
indigoshire.vic.gov.au/rutherglenbooking

Sports Uniforms for Atauro Island 
East Timor
The sports teams of Atauro Island in East Timor are now 
enjoying new sports shirts thanks to the generosity of the 
Corowa/Rutherglen United Hockey Club and Beechworth 
Secondary College. 
Last year, the United Hockey Club and Secondary College 
donated more than 300 sports shirts to the Indigo/Atauro 
Friendship Committee. The Committee, with the help of the 
West Footscray Rotary Club, transported these uniforms to 
East Timor where they have now been distributed amongst 
the sporting teams of Atauro Island (30 kms north of Dili). 
Coincidentally the colours of Corowa and Rutherglen United 
Hockey club match the official colours of East Timor – red, 
black and yellow!
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