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             Follow Indigo Shire Council on Facebook  
             for latest news and updates

Visit www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au to sign up to 
the Weekly Update of news from our CEO’s 
desk and explore Council’s services and projects

Visit the Shire’s tourism websites: 
explorebeechworth.com.au,   
explorerutherglen.com.au,  
explorechiltern.com.au and 
exploreyackandandah.com.au  
to find out what’s on around the region.

To become a volunteer or register to receive calls please 
contact your closest health service and ask to speak to 
the Volunteer Coordinator.

How do I volunteer?

CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY

Janet and Wenche have forged a special relationship since being 
matched through Indigo Calling, a program where volunteers are paired 
with older community members for a regular chat on the phone

Through Indigo Calling, trained 
volunteers call community members 
who may feel isolated, find it difficult 
to get out of the house or live in a 
remote location. Wenche, from Allan’s 
Flat, looks forward to her regular chats 
with Janet.

“There are a lot of elderly people in 
the shire who need someone to check 
in and see how they are. For people 
like me who are quite isolated and 
don’t see many people, the phone 
calls have made a huge difference.”

Beechworth resident Janet decided to 
volunteer her time with Indigo Calling 
after feeling motivated to help out 
in the community. She says she has 
enjoyed being part of the program and 
encourages others in the community 
to consider volunteering their time. 

“I feel like I am helping out a little 
bit in the community. I also do really 
enjoy talking to people and hearing 
their stories.

“The phone calls slow me down 
and make my little worries in life 
seem insignificant. It helps me see 
that life is very precious. It is only 15 
minutes out of your week and a small 
conversation can make a big difference 
in someone’s life.” 

The Indigo Calling program began 
as an Indigo Shire Age Friendly 
Communities project and is delivered 
in partnership with Beechworth 
Health Service, Yackandandah Health 
and Indigo North Health. 

INDIGO INFORMER

Beechworth Health Service 
03 5728 0200
bhs_reception@bhs.hume.org.au

Indigo North Health
02 6033 6200

Yackandandah Health
02 6028 0100
info@yackhealth.com.au

Budget 2019/2020
Indigo Shire Council has released the draft 
annual budget for 2019/20 for community 
comment.

The draft budget outlines a total operating 
income of $34.538 million with total 
expenditure of $30.085 million, including a 
$10.76 million capital works program, and an 
underlying cash surplus over two years.

Join us at a drop-in session to find out what is 
included in the 2019/20 draft budget.

You can also view the draft budget online and 
make a submission from 1 May at  
www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

To view a hard copy, visit one of our customer 
service centers or call 1300 365 003. 
Submissions will be received until 31 May 2019.

Budget drop-in sessions
8 May: Yackandandah Food Works, 

2.30-3.30pm
9 May: Wahgunyah, School of Arts, 

3.30-4.30pm
9 May: Rutherglen Gollings Square, 

5-6pm
10 May: Chiltern, Martin’s Lane, 12-

1pm
10 May: Beechworth Library,  2-3pm
14 May: Barnawartha Soldier’s 

Memorial Hall, 6-7pm
16 May: Tangambalanga Lion’s Den, 

10-11am



 

Keeping up-to-date with 
Ageing Well Connect

Kate says that local government can play 
an important role in creating positive 
environments for ageing. 

“Indigo Shire has an ageing population 
so it is important that we plan ahead to 
ensure we are meeting the needs of older 
people in our community.

“A large part of my role will be 
implementing the Ageing Well Strategy, 
which prioritises the needs of older 
residents in Indigo Shire.

“Some of the challenges we’ll be 
considering include access to outdoor 

spaces and buildings, appropriate 
transport, housing and employment 
options, adequate services and 
support and facilitating community 
connectedness.”

Kate was raised in Beechworth and has 
recently returned to reside in Indigo Shire. 
Her recent roles include adult education 
and training in community services at 
Wodonga TAFE, child protection at the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
in Ballarat and a variety of community 
development roles both in Ballarat and 
Philadelphia.

We are seeking motivated and reliable 
people to join our enthusiastic team of 
volunteers at the Beechworth Historic 
Precinct, one of the shire’s major tourist 
attractions.

Put your keen interest in local history 
and the museum’s collection to practical 
use, while expanding your network and 
receiving valuable training. 

Volunteers of the Beechworth Historic 
Precinct are highly valued by the 
community and help provide residents 
and visitors with a rich sense of cultural 
wealth and excellence. Volunteers can 
sign up for one or more shifts a month.

For an application form, contact 
Bernadette Thomas on 03 5728 8067 or 
bernadette.thomas@indigoshire.vic.gov.au

Our Ageing Well Connect publication helps residents keep up to date with services, 
community events, and other social opportunities. 
If you, or someone you know, would like to receive a copy via email or in the post please 
contact Kate O’Toole by email kate.o’toole@indigoshire.vic.gov.au

Meet Kate O’Toole; Indigo Shire Council’s Ageing 
Well Officer 
Age-friendly communities encourage active ageing by providing 
opportunities for good health, social and economic participation and 
personal security. To carry out this important task, we have recently 
appointed an Ageing Well Officer. 

Calling all history buffs
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Have your say

Have Your Say is Indigo Shire’s online portal 
where you can view community 
engagement activities and provide input to 
help inform Council decision-making.

Check out our Have Your Say page for ways 
to get involved: 

www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Community forums

Community forums are another way to 
share your ideas, ask questions and get 
involved in Council decision-making. We 
will hold nine community forums 
throughout Indigo Shire in 2019.
The next community forum will be held on:
•  14 May, Barnawartha at the Barnawartha 
Soldiers Memorial Hall, 6–7pm
•  11 June, Yackandandah at the Senior 
Citizen’s Centre, 6–7pm
The notes from each community forum are 
available on our website after each 
meeting.

For more information: www.indigoshire.
vic.gov.au/communityforums

Customer service

Customer service is our highest priority. We 
strive to provide excellent customer service, 
and make sure your concerns are always 
heard and dealt with.
We’d like your feedback on how we’re 
doing. Fill in our customer service survey 
online or at any of our customer service 
centres.

For more information:  
www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au/feedback

Get involved 
There are many ways to get 
involved in Council decision-
making and share your feedback 
with us:

YACKANDANDAH PLACE PLAN
Love Yack?  We love it and we know you 
love it.  But what makes Yackandandah 
special?  And how do we plan for growth 
and changes to the township to retain 
what’s special? 
To help answer those questions 
we are embarking on a Place Plan 
for Yackandandah to work with the 
community and plan for the challenges and 
opportunities ahead.
From a pop-up lounge room, to community 
workshops, a film competition and a 
pub challenge there will be plenty of 
opportunities to get involved.
Look out for the first round of engagement 
opportunities from 8 to 11 May 2019. 
For a full program of activities and events 
visit www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au/loveyack 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Outdoor pop-up 1
8 May, Foodworks Yackandandah, 3pm-5pm

Outdoor pop-up 2
9 May, Foodworks Yackandandah,  10am-12pm

Pub Chat 1
9 May, Top Pub, 9 May 6pm-8pm

Workshop 1
9 May, Yackandandah Town Hall, 6pm-8pm

Pub Chat 2
10 May, Bottom Pub, 6pm-8pm

Workshop 2
11 May, Yackandandah Town Hall, 10am-12pm

Outdoor pop-up 3
11 May, Butson Park, 11am-1pm

We want your big ideas 
for an even brighter future 

for Yackandandah! 
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Got a great idea for 
cycle tourism
The Victorian Government is calling for 
Expressions of Interest for cycle tourism 
projects that will contribute to the High 
Country’s growth through:

• The creation of new and compelling 
cycle tourism experiences and products;

• The adaption and development of 
existing sites and businesses towards a 
cycle tourism focus; and

• The development of new cycle tourism 
related infrastructure and services.

More details about the funding 
opportunity at www.indigoshire.vic.gov.
au/cycleinvestment

1. Host an event 

If you’re a school or community group, Indigo Shire may be able to provide suitable 
native plant species and other related planting equipment for your event. To help us 
allocate plants to interested groups, please register your interest at  
www.surveymonkey.com/r/IndigoTreeDay or by picking up a form at one of our 
customer service centres.
Unfortunately, we can’t guarantee that everyone will get the plants they request. 
Applications will be prioritised based on areas proposed for planting, number of 
people likely to be involved, previous involvement in tree day and geographical spread. 
Applications close on 20 May 2019.

2. Check up on previous plantings

You can help by checking up on trees planted in past years. This could involve removing 
tree guards that are no longer required (we will re-use them), monitoring the health of 
the trees and checking on weed growth. 

3. Find an event near you

If you aren’t part of a school or group and still want to participate, check out the 
National Tree Day website to join in with an event near you:  
https://treeday.planetark.org/find-a-site/ 

4. Plant a tree on your property

Put your green thumb to use in your own backyard. We can help with free mulch, 
which is available to collect at the Beechworth and Rutherglen waste transfer stations. 
Please note, we won’t be providing plants for private properties this year. Check out 
our website for planting guides and advice on selecting suitable species:  
www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au/nativeveg 

Go to https://treeday.planetark.org/ for more information.

Tourism events 
workshop

Indigo Shire’s Tourism department 
is presenting an event workshop to 
share upcoming grant opportunities, 
marketing projects and opportunities to 
build ideas with other event organisers 
in the area.

RUTHERGLEN 
Monday 6 May, 6-8pm 
Old Council Chambers 
153 High Street Rutherglen

BEECHWORTH 
Wednesday 8 May, 6-8pm 
Beechworth Council Chambers 
2 Kurrajong Way

This workshop is free. To register your 
interest please email: 
events@indigoshire.vic.gov.au

Trees, shrubs and grasses are really 
important in Indigo Shire. They provide 
native habitat and food for birds and other 
animals, shade, visual appeal, cooling and 
conservation.
National Tree Day started in 1996 and since 
then more than 3.8 million people have 
planted 24 million trees and plants and it’s 
still growing. 

Get involved in national 
tree day

National Tree Day (Sunday 28 July) 
and Schools Tree Day (Friday  26 July) 
are Australia’s largest community 
tree planting and nature protection 
events.

National Tree Day is an opportunity to do something positive for your community and the 
environment, meet other people, do something beneficial for your health, and leave a lasting 
legacy.
Here are some ways to get involved in National Tree Day:
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Burning off in a township

• You must have a Local Law permit from 

Council to burn off in the open in a 

township area. A township area is defined 

as land in a residential zone or area 

developed mainly for housing and which 

abuts a road or roads with a speed limit of 

50kmh or lower.

Burning off outside a township

• You do not need a permit to burn off in 
non-township areas outside of the 
declared fire danger period.

• You must have public liability insurance.

• You must register your burn with the CFA 
on 1800 668 511 and notify the operator 
of your permit number 30 minutes before 
ignition. This is so CFA and emergency 
services are aware of your activities as 
often 000 is dialed when a fire is noticed

Burning off on the roadside

• A permit is required for roadside burning 

on all Council managed roads.

Know the rules, respect your neighbours and the community.
Go to www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au/burnoff for a permit application form, or collect yours from one of our Customer Service Centres.

Know the rules about burning off
Understand the rules about burning off in Indigo Shire and avoid a fine.

Join our search for the next small business hero
We think local businesses are super and need your help to tell their stories.

Burning off grass, stubble, weeds, 
undergrowth or other vegetation is 
generally permitted outside the Fire 
Danger Period however it’s important to 
know how to do it safely and avoid a fine. 

Many parts of Indigo Shire are prone to 
bushfires and you need a Local Law permit 
before you can burn off in townships.

Remember – permit or not, you must not 
burn off on declared Total Fire Ban days.

Council Enforcement Officers can fine you 
$500 under Local Law No. 2. Council’s 
rangers are often made aware of illegal 
burning in towns. They will attend and 
issue fines accordingly. 

Each year Indigo Shire will showcase 12 
local businesses to feature in our Small 
Business Superheroes campaign.  The 
selected superheroes will be rewarded 
with professional photographs, an 
interview on Facebook, the Indigo Shire 
website and in this publication.

Eligible businesses must be based in Indigo 
Shire and employ 20 people or fewer. Small 
Business Superheroes is a way to showcase 
our wonderful, diverse local businesses. 

You can nominate your own business or 
nominate your favourite local business. 

Visit www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au/
superheroes or call into an Indigo Shire 
Library to nominate.  
 
Nominations close 10 May. 

For enquiries, contact our Economic 
Development Officer, Karen Gardner, on 
1300 365 003 or ecodev@indigoshire.vic.
gov.au.
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WHEELS IN MOTION FOR BEECHWORTH TO 
YACKANDANDAH RAIL TRAIL 

EPIC ANNOUNCEMENT FOR NEW MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL

If you’ve been out and about near Peach 
Drive in Beechworth lately, you might have 
noticed a few changes.
We’ve had the machinery out digging the 
first section of the new Beechworth to 
Yackandandah Rail Trail, which will connect 
the existing Murray to Mountains Rail Trail 
with Elgin Road. The construction work 
involves installing drainage and culverts, 
pavement construction and sealing works.
The route goes along Spring Creek which is 
very close to the original alignment of the 
Yackandandah extension of the Beechworth 
railway line which was completed in 1891.
Surveys and native vegetation assessments 
are also underway around Wooragee, 

Yackandandah and Osbornes Flat.
The Rail Trail extension started in 
September 2018 and will be finished in 
seven sections over three years, due to be 
completed by the end of 2021. Work on the 
next section of the Rail Trail, Yackandandah 
to Osbornes Flat, is scheduled to start 
towards the end of 2019 over spring and 
summer – this will allow for construction to 
take place when the ground is relatively dry.  
For more information about the 
Beechworth to Yackandandah extension 
of the Murray to Mountains Rail Trail go to  
www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au/railtrailproject

Indigo Shire will be home to the Southern 
Hemisphere’s only all-season Epic standard 
mountain bike trail thanks to a $1 million 
grant from the Federal Government’s 
Building Better Regions Fund announced in 
March.
Indigo Shire Mayor Bernard Gaffney said the 
Epic trail will attract mountain bikers from 
around the world.
“The Beechworth to Yackandandah Epic 
Mountain Bike Trail will be the only all-
season epic standard mountain bike trail 
in the Southern Hemisphere. We have 
always prided ourselves as a premier cycle 
destination and now we will really be on the 
world stage,” Cr Gaffney said. 

It is expected that the trail will bring 12,500 
visitors to North East Victoria, create 34 FTE 
jobs and inject $5.18 million in direct and 
indirect expenditure in North East Victoria.
“With construction also underway on the 
extension of the Murray to Mountains Rail 
Trail from Beechworth to Yackandandah, 
we will soon have two amazing and very 
different cycling experiences between these 
key tourism towns. It will create a truly 
world class cycling destination,” said Cr 
Gaffney.
The total project cost will be $2 million and 
Council has made a budget commitment 
of $1 million over three years to match the 
grant funding.

CHILTERN NETBALL 
COURTS

The Chiltern Netball court project is 
complete with two great courts ready for 
the community to enjoy.
The courts feature an all-weather surface 
called HSA Rebound Ace which is commonly 
used on professional netball and tennis 
courts and is designed to be easier on the 
body, long-lasting and slip resistant.
The project has been a joint effort with 
members of the club Brian and Graham 
Cassidy driving the in-kind works to deliver 
additional items such as seating, shelter, 
bollards and other works around the new courts.
Their support to Council has been 
outstanding through the process and has 
resulted in a facility that will be enjoyed 
for many years and set a new standard for 
other clubs.
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MAY
3 –19 May –  Feast
Tourism North East, Indigo Wide,  
Various Locations.  
www.feasthighcountry.com.au

4 May –  The Tweed Ride
10am-5pm, Destination Rutherglen, 
Rutherglen, Rutherglen Wine Experience 
and Visitor Information Centre.

4-5 May –  Drive Back in Time  
Old Cranks Club, Beechworth,  
Ford Street Beechworth. 
www.beechwortholdcranksclub.com

18 May – Beechworth Village Bonfire
4:30pm–7pm, Beechworth Honey, 
Beechworth, Lake Sambel Caravan Park.

JUNE
7-10 June  –  Chiltern Art Prize
Chiltern Tourism Development Inc, Chiltern, 
Chiltern Memorial Hall.  
www.chilternartprize.com 

8-9 June  –  Winery Walkabout
Winemakers of Rutherglen, Rutherglen, 
Rutherglen Showgrounds and surrounds. 
www.winerywalkabout.com.au

9 June  – Rutherglen Country Fair
Rutherglen Rotary, Rutherglen Main Street, 
Rutherglen.
www.rutherglenrotary.org

REGULAR EVENTS
WEEKLY

Every Thursday 
Thursday Night Blues Jam, Yackandandah 
facebook.com/starhotelyack
Every Friday & Fourth Saturday 
Stanley Women of the 19th Century 
www.mivic.org.au/stanley.html
Every Saturday 
Rutherglen Historical Town Guided Walk 
www.explorerutherglen.com.au

Every Sunday 
Live Music on the balcony at Beechworth 
Bakery 
www.beechworthbakery.com.au 

 First Friday 
First Friday Long Table Lunch 
www.indigovineyard.com.au
First Saturday 
Beechworth Farmers Market 
facebook.com/beechworthfarmersmarket
Music on the Murray, Wahgunyah 
www.stleonardswine.com.au
First Sunday 
Chiltern Markets 
www.explorechiltern.com.au
 
Second Saturday  
Yackandandah Old Time Dance 
www.exploreyackandandah.com.au 

Second Sunday  
Rutherglen Farmers Market 
www.explorerutherglen.com.au
Chiltern Music Jam 
www.explorechiltern.com.au

Third Saturday  
Yackandandah Produce Swap
www.uniqueyackandandah.com.au
Third Sunday  
Yackandandah Lions Club Market
www.exploreyackandandah.com.au

Last Tuesday  
Life Drawing Class at Mayday Hills Art 
Society.

What’s on

For more information
about community events go to:

www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au/Events 

REPAIR CAFÉ AND SKILLSHARE
Rutherglen is now home to a Repair Café and Skillshare.
The first session, which was held on 
13 April, saw volunteers from across 
Rutherglen come together to help bring 
new life to items ranging from bicycles, 
shirts and trousers. If you’ve never heard 
of Repair Café before – it is a place where 
people can bring their broken items to be 
repaired, rather than throwing them away. 
They also provide a meeting spot where 
people can volunteer their time to pass on 
valuable skills to others. 

Rutherglen Repair Café organiser 
Jeanette McIntosh said the Repair Café 
and Skillshare is a fantastic edition to 
Rutherglen and the shire.

“It encourages people to think twice and 
repair items that would otherwise go to 
landfill,” she said. 
“We’ve had a lot of interest from both 
people with items to repair and volunteers 
with valuable skills to share.  So far we have 
volunteers who can help with bike repairs, 

sewing and textiles, wood and metal work. 
We’ll be continuously recruiting volunteers 
so I would encourage anyone who has a 
skill or time to share to get in touch.” 
The Rutherglen Repair Café and Skillshare 
will be moving to a permanent home at 
the Rutherglen Men’s Shed later this year. 
It is expected the Repair Café will run once 
a month. Plans are also afoot to have 
Skillshare sessions after the move to the 
Men’s Shed. 

If you are interested in volunteering to 
share your skills in repair work, or as a 
host who is willing to lead meetings by 
welcoming participants and providing hot 
beverages, then please contact Jeanette on 
0409 328 053 or mcintoshs@netspace.net.au

The Repair Café and Skillshare initiative 
came about as a result of the Age Friendly 
Communities grant received by Indigo Shire 
Council in 2017.
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T: 1300 365 003 , 03 5728 8000
F: 03 5728 1676

E: info@indigoshire.vic.gov.au
www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au

Customer Service Centres
Beechworth: 1300 365 003

Chiltern: 1300 365 003
Yackandandah: 1300 365 003

Rutherglen: 02 6033 6801

Councillor Contacts

Jenny O’Connor 
jenny.oconnor@indigoshire.vic.gov.au
0417 126 409

Sophie Price 
sophie.price@indigoshire.vic.gov.au
0400 651 848 

@indigoshire.vic.gov.au
0419 181 234

Larry Goldsworthy
larry.goldsworthy@indigoshire.vic.gov.au
0499 450 041

James Trenery
james.trenery@indigoshire.vic.gov.au
0429 417 420

Barb Murdoch — Deputy Mayor
barb.murdoch@indigoshire.vic.gov.au
0407 821 221

Diane Shepheard
diane.shepheard@indigoshire.vic.gov.au
0428 115 213

   6.30pm-9.30pm,
at the Beechworth Council Chambers, 
2 Kurrajong Way, Mayday Hills. 
All members of the community  

STREAMED LIVE on

are

2019 Meeting Calendar

mayor

Tuesday 26 February
Tuesday 26 March
Tuesday 30  April
Tuesday 28 May
Tuesday 25 June
Tuesday 30 July
Tuesday 27 August
Tuesday 24 September
Tuesday 29 October
Tuesday 26 November
Tuesday 17 December

— Mayor
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HELP GIVE THE GIFT OF EDUCATION TO AN ATAURO 
ISLAND STUDENT 
 
The Indigo/Atauro Friendship Committee has awarded two new 
scholarships to students from Atauro Island, East Timor. 

Ratna de Araujo will study Nursing at 
Cristal Institute and Crizanio Soares will 
study Farming and Animal Health at the 
National University of Timor Leste.

This brings the total number of Atauro 
Island students supported through 
the program to nine. Each student is 
supported by individual, family or group 
sponsorship through their four or five 
years of study.

Through the scholarship program each 
student has their university fees paid and 
they receive a living allowance. This cost 
is shared by the individual sponsors and 
members of the Indigo community who 
make regular donations. 

Indigo Shire currently supports Obed 
de Araujo in his nursing studies at the 
Institute of Health Sciences.  

The committee is most grateful to current 
sponsors and is looking for people to 
help support our two new students – all 
donations are tax deductible. 
If you are interested in sponsoring a 
scholarship student, please contact 
Indigo Shire Community Development 
Officer Jess Johnston on 03 5728 8022 or 
the Indigo Atauro Friendship Committee 
Sponsorship Coordinator Libby Hosking 
on 0417 286 639.

To find out more about the Atauro Island 
Friendship Committee:  
www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au/AIFC

Atauro Island Friendship Committee meetings
12 June - Rutherglen 

14 August - Tamambalanga 
9 October (AGM) - Beechworth 

11 December - Barnawartha 
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