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Join our amazing volunteer team
Council is seeking motivated and 
reliable people to join the Beechworth 
Historic Precinct's enthusiastic team 
of volunteers, supporting staff in the 
Burke Museum, the Courthouse and the 
Telegraph Station.

Put your keen interest in local history 
and the museum's collection to practical 
use, while expanding your network and 
receiving valuable induction and training.

The Historic Precinct is one of 
Beechworth's major tourist attractions. 
Volunteers of the Beechworth Historic 
Precinct are highly valued by the 
community and help provide residents 
and visitors with a rich sense of cultural 
wealth and excellence.

Sign on for one shift a month or as many 
as you please!

For an application form, contact the 
Historic Precinct Volunteer Coordinator, 
Bernadette Thomas, on 03 5728 8067 or 
email bernadette.thomas@indigoshire.
vic.gov.au.

We hope to see you soon!
 
ABOVE: Local historian Bob Simpson 
talks to volunteers about the gun 
collections at the Ned Kelly Vault and 
the Burke Museum.
BELOW: Our volunteers savour some of 
the enthusiasm and excitement that staff 
and their supporters enjoy every day.

Community Forum

The next Community Forum will be held 
in Barnawartha on Thursday 17 May 
from 6pm to 7pm. Come along to the 
Barnawartha Soldiers Memorial Hall and 
get an update on the Structure Plan for 
the town. And there will be time for you 
to discuss your issues and concerns with 
Councillors.

Have your say on the Budget

What Council will spend next financial 
year, and where, is all in the draft Budget 
for 2018/19 and we would like your 
feedback. In line with the draft Budget, 
the Council Plan has been reviewed 
with some minor changes. Both of these 
documents guide what the Council does 
for the community so we welcome your 
comments to help us keep delivering 
what is needed across the Shire.

To make a submission, go to www.
indigoshire.vic.gov.au/budget or www.
indigoshire.vic.gov.au/councilplan and 
follow the steps outlined.

National Honours for 
Beechworth team

Beechworth took the honours in two 
sections of the national Tidy Towns - 
Sustainable Communities awards at 
Barmera, South Australia.

The Victorian Tidy Towns winner 
took out the Young Legends and 
Environmental Education sections, and 
was Highly Commended in the Litter 
Prevention, Waste Management and 
Resource Recovery, and Heritage and 
Culture sections.

Our representatives at the awards, 
above, were Jill Jarvis-Wills, Iris Mannik, 
Anne Wilson and Cr Barb Murdoch.
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building a better future

Wahgunyah to Lake 
Moodemere Walking and 
Cycling Trail

Construction of a further 2.3km of 
walking and cycling trail is continuing 
through some beautiful country down 
on the Wahgunyah river flats.

This work extends the existing 5km 
of trail completed in 2009 along 
the Murray River foreshore. The 
Wahgunyah Recreation Reserve 
Committee of Management has been 
instrumental in providing support and 
access for the works.

The high quality 2m wide sealed 
pedestrian and cycling trail is expected 
to be completed in June.

Rail Trail Bridge Replacement

The replacement of the timber 
pedestrian rail trail bridge in the 
Chinese Gardens at Beechworth aims 
to recreate the historical look of the 
original bridge using contemporary 
materials.

The bridge's original timber piles have 
been capped and topped with a steel 
substructure and a textured reinforced 
concrete deck. White steel handrails 
will complete the replacement and 
echo the appearance of the original 
bridge.

We expect pedestrians and Rail Trail 
users will be using the new bridge by 
the time you are reading this.

Central Chiltern facelift
Council has awarded the contract for the 
development of Martins Lane Chiltern 
to Garner Brothers Constructions of 
Wodonga. Businesses next to the lane on 
either side of Conness Street have been 
notified and contractual details are being 
finalised. Work has commenced and is 
expected to take up to three months. 
You can view the plan online at www.
indigoshire.vic.gov.au/mlplan.
LEFT: One of the early concept drawings 
which have informed the final design.

Indigo Ageing Well
Indigo Ageing Well project consultation 
and planning has been completed 
and the focus shifts to implementing 
the priority projects identified by the 
community.

The key themes that came out 
of consultation included social 
activities and inclusion; information, 
communication and advocacy; access 
to transport; health services; facilities 
and footpaths; and housing.

Access to friends and shared activities 
is vital for an age-friendly community, 
and has guided the priority projects:

Indigo Chats for Change
Elderly residents are matched with 
other community members for regular 
social calls.

Indigo Community Advocates
Community leaders in each township 
are trained as "go-to people" for social 
connections and other support.

TimeBank and Share My Ride
A tool to help residents exchange skills 
and services and to access transport to 
nearby towns. Elderly residents will be 
able to reach out for assistance when 
required and offer skills and services in 
exchange.

Ageing Well Connect
A bulletin to be distributed by Council 
and included in Council publications 
to ensure residents are aware of 
services, community events, and social 
opportunities.
These projects will be developed in 
partnership with community input from 
both Indigo Shire Ageing Well Steering 
Committee and residents. If you have 
a particular interest in a project, 
please contact Council's Community 
Development Officer, Jess Johnson, on 
1300 365 003.
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building a better future strength of community

Don't ignore the message
Does your dog leave little messages 
when you go for a walk? Well, you 
need to know it's a collect call.

If you are a pet owner you know 
this is an important issue. Be a 
good example to others, and a good 
teacher as well.

If you don't have a dog, your opinion 
of pet owners depends a lot on how  
often you have tracked dog poop into 
your car or onto your carpet.

And to the majority of responsible pet 
owners who do the right thing, we say 
thanks for keeping Indigo Shire clean 
and welcoming for everyone.

And the message is ...

Your dog eats, it poops, and you clean 
it up. Failing to do so is anti-social, 
smelly and can spread disease.

On your walks, it is up to you to bag 
your pet's poo and carry it away. And 
if you do the right thing, you avoid a 
fine.

At home your pet's waste can go into 
your green recycle bin, and can even 
be inexpensively composted.

Recycling your pet's waste will 
significantly reduce your carbon 
pawprint.

Celebrate more than 
sustainability
The call is out for residents, schools, 
community groups, councils and 
companies to enter the Premier's 
Sustainability Awards.

Environmental sustainability is 
increasingly linked to profitability, job 
creation and community expectations, 
and the Premier's Awards are a way 
to celebrate your successes as you 
contribute to a better economy.

There are 10 categories in the Awards, 
covering every type of sustainability 
endeavour, city and country.

Nominations close on Thursday 7 June 
2018. For more information, visit www.
sustainabilityawards.vic.gov.au.

You’re 
never 

too old 
to start 

anew
Margery Peck is 
96, and spends 

time in the care of 
her daughters at 
Gundowring and 

Staghorn Flat. She 
is also supported 

by Indigo Shire 
Community Care 

Worker Natalie 
Pfahlert and together 

they have unlocked 
some latent artistic 
talent. Natalie has 

introduced Margery 
to the world of 

painting and every 
fortnight they spend 

quality time together 
exploring the joys of 
making works of art. 
Lovely work Margery 

— you too Natalie!

LEFT: Margery at work on 
her latest creation.
ABOVE: Natalie is happy 
to share her skills.
BELOW: Margery’s delightful 
watercolour scene and a 
colourful decorated gourd!
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BRENDAN GLASS, Glass Family Dairy, Gundowring 
CHRIS MCGORLICK and LAUREN SALATHIEL, Saint Monday, Yackandandah
CHRIS NUCK, George Kerferd Hotel, Beechworth
CHRISTINE FRENCH, Must Love Dogs B&B, Rutherglen
COLIN and AMY PETERS, Hub 62, Chiltern
CRAIG HAMILTON, O’Neills Butchery, Tangambalanga
GARY HAYWARD & ANDY STEVENS 
A Bears Old Wares Buddha Shop, Yackandandah
KELLIE-ANNE BRIGGS, La Maison St Arnaud B&B, Rutherglen
LOUISE RITCHIE, Silver Creek Sourdough
MATT BOYD, Yackandandah Automotive
ROWLY MILHINCH, Scion, Rutherglen
SEBASTIAN and MELINDA NEDZIAK, Gum Tree Pies, Yackandandah
SHAUN BOWDLER, Mudeye Lures, Chiltern
SUE HUMPHRIS, Lake Sambell Caravan Park, Beechworth

Indigo Shire knows that small business is at the heart of our local economy. 
Last year, as part of the North East Small Business Festival we asked for 
nominations for our “Small Business Superheroes” campaign.

Fourteen diverse local enterprises have been selected to feature as 
representatives of the strength, breadth and diversity of Indigo Shire 
businesses. They will be featured with photographs and an interview 
on Facebook, the Indigo Shire website and in a range of Indigo Shire 
publications.

Indigo Shire small businesses are not only a vital part of our economy, they 
provide the rich and unique fabric which helps define our region as the 
special place it has become for our residents and visitors alike.

Congratulations to Indigo’s 
Small Business Superheroes

Defibrillators for Chiltern 
and Barnawartha
Chiltern and Barnawartha now have four 
publicly accessible Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED) machines, which are 
available 7 days a week, 24 hours a day.

The four Lifepak machines are located at 
the Barnawartha Post Office, Chiltern Police 
Station, Chiltern Senior Citizens Centre and 
the Chiltern Bowling Club.

Funding for the machines was raised by 
a group of cyclists riding non-stop from 
Merimbula to Mt Kosciuszko and back — a 
34 hours ride covering 490km in distance and 
10,000m in altitude.

Ambulance Victoria maintains a register of 
AED machines, but the location of around 
15,000 of the machines is still unknown.

According to Ambulance Victoria, the chance 
of surviving a heart attack goes up by 62 per 
cent when a defibrillator is used before an 
ambulance arrives.

AED owners can register their device at 
ambulance.vic.gov.au/register.

ABOVE: Thanks to Glenn and Katrina for 
supporting the defibrillator outside their 
Barnawartha Post Office, and to Linda and 
Rod Wilson for making the cabinet. And a 
big shout-out to Matt from the Chiltern Post 
Office for getting the ball rolling. — facebook

Tidy Towns, Sustainable 
Communities 2018 Awards
The Keep Victoria Beautiful Tidy Towns – 
Sustainable Communities Awards committee 
is calling for nominations for the 2018 
program.

The awards recognise and celebrate positive 
actions by communities in regional areas to 
protect and enhance their environments. 
They encompass initiatives as diverse as 
litter prevention, recycling, protection of 
the environment, preserving heritage, 
community action and leadership, and 
environmental sustainability programs.

Why not nominate your little corner of the 
world? Visit www.kvb.org.au/tidy-towns/ to 
learn how, or email info@kvb.org.au for all 
the Tidy Towns updates.
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Senator Bridget McKenzie announced 
Regional Jobs and Infrastructure 
Program funding for Beechworth 
Railway Goods Shed at a gathering in 
Beechworth on Friday 23 March.

Also present were the Indigo Shire 
Deputy Mayor, Cr Sophie Price, and 
Councillors Larry Goldsworthy and 
Bernard Gaffney.

The Beechworth Goods Shed sits 
between two sections of the Murray to 
Mountains Rail Trail near the centre of 
Beechworth.

Council will match the Federal grant of 
$230,000 over 2017/18 and 2018/19.

Works will include replacement of 
wall and roof, replacement of internal 
and external platforms, improvements 
to access ramps, natural lighting and 
ventilation. The electricity supply will 
be upgraded to three-phase power. 
Design work and consultation will be 
carried out this year, and work will start 
early in 2019.

Cr Price said the Goods Shed would 
drive private sector investment and 
new commercial opportunities that 

would reinvigorate and enhance 
Beechworth and broader region.

"It will be great place to stop for food, 
drinks, bike maintenance, and bike 
storage, and combine cycle tourism 
with agri-tourism," Cr Price said.

"The project will capitalise on the 
predicted growth in visitors from 
cycle tourism, in particular with the 
extension of the trail from Beechworth 
to Yackandandah.

"The Goods Shed is ideally positioned 
to cater to this market and capitalise on 
high levels of bike and foot traffic. It's a 
short walk to the shops and cafes in the 
centre of this historic town.

"Development of the Railway Goods 
Shed alone is expected to generate a 
boost to the economy of Indigo Shire 
of $6.5 million and create 2 jobs during 
construction with up to 19 ongoing 
after three years," she said.

The grant and Council's contribution 
will fund the repair and improvements 
to the old Beechworth Railway 
Goods Shed to allow for its use as a 
commercial space.

Green flag for Goods Shed

ABOVE: Councillors Goldsworth, Price and Gaffney with Senator 
McKenzie at the Beechworth rail trail announcement in March.

ABOVE: The Goods Shed as it might look approaching from the south.
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Kiewa and Tangambalanga are in the 
process of a major transition, with 
the imminent changes surrounding 
the region's Murray Goulburn dairy 
processing hub, and the development 
of a 500-lot housing subdivision.

A Placemaking Plan and a Structure 
Plan are being developed with 
community leadership and input 
gathered over the past six months.

The project has had more than 350 
contributions to pop-ups forums, 
surveys and polls. Tangambalanga 
primary school provided local children's 
vision as well.

Challenges and Opportunities

These ideas were refined and 
prioritised at two workshops in March, 
including one focusing on economic 
and business opportunities. The 
community has now confirmed six 
themes and identified key projects for 
community led implementation.

�� Improved access to the river
�� Main street upgrades
�� Cyclist and pedestrian 

infrastructure upgrades
�� Better public transport 

to Albury-Wodonga
�� Health and community 

services and facilities
�� Business and retail support

What’s next?

The next step will be an opportunity 
for the local community to develop 
these priorities through immediate 
workshops and trials. There will be 
many opportunities to contribute in the 
weeks ahead.

ABOVE: Primary school children poured 
their ideas into the mix as well.

Twin towns 
plan their 
tomorrow
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Visitors are loving Indigo Shire
The 2016 four-year rolling average 
recorded 463,000 visitors p.a. 
spending a total of $89 million.

Compared to the previous year's 
figures, visitation was up 12.4% and 
spending grew by $11 million.

Voting with their clicks
Indigo Shire's website statistics 
reflect the tourism growth trend 
with explorebeechworth.com.au 
recording 169,608 page views in 2017, 
up from 136,198 in 2016. The growth 
of exploreyackandandah.com.au is 
equally impressive, up from 3,024 
pageviews per month in 2016 to 6,085 
per month in 2018.

All the news that fits
Our media and marketing program 
results in a steady stream of news 
and features through television, radio 
and newspapers. A brief selection of 
tourism-related articles to close off 
2017 and launch into 2018 included:

�� Nine News Albury featured 
Billsons Brewery and the 
Carriage Museum in October

�� RoyalAuto featured a cycling 
cover story in October

�� Opera in the Alps, Beechworth 
Music Festival and Love + Light 
festival featured in Summer edition 
of Out and About magazine

�� Our tourism team worked with 
the Wotif Australia Day campaign 
promoting Beechworth as 
Australia's Top Lamington Town

�� The team also worked with the 
ABC TV program Escape from 
the City to encourage an Indigo 
Shire town to be featured

�� Beechworth Gorge story in 
Wangaratta Chronicle

�� Our tourism content is shared with 
several online directories including 
Wotif, BeMelbourne, One Hour Out

The Tourism team produces a steady 
stream of appetising media releases to 
a wide range of traditional and online 
outlets, and advises and supports  
regional and local PR campaigns.

Influencers

Indigo Shire, in conjunction with 
Tourism North East, was thrilled to 
welcome Instagrammers Lauren Bath 
and Jewels Lynch back to our region.

Their visit to the North East in late 
November resulted in massive interest 
on their respective social media 
accounts. The figures below represent 
their combined results for their time in 
Alpine and Indigo Shires.
Instagram Posts
Total Post Engagements . . . . . .119,873
Total Reach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,828,706
Instagram Stories
Total Engagements . . . . . . . . . .679,271
Total Reach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .559,398
Total Impressions . . . . . . . . 2,655,464

We're being watched
In the first Quarter of 2018, media 
which produced itineraries featuring 
Indigo Shire included Voyeur, Time Out, 
The Guardian and Ride High Country.

Indigo Shire was well represented in 
Tourism North East's Ride High Country 
campaign. A comprehensive digital 
campaign supported some feature 
outdoor advertising.

Yackandandah and Beechworth were 
showcased on 4x6 metre billboards in 
Fitzroy and Collingwood. Look out for 
Walk High Country soon.

Another campaign involved online 
magazine Cycling Tips who also visited 
in November, road cycling their way 
across the whole North East. Along 
with their website, Cycling Tips has 
more than 420,000 followers on social 
media.

High Country Harvest
Across the Shire, 23 events are included 
in the $75,000 High Country Harvest 
current regional marketing campaign, 
supported by Indigo Shire and other 
regional Councils.

Last year's event attracted more 
than 7,000 visitors and generated 
$2.69 million in direct spending in the 
local economy.

Importantly, 60% of visitors stayed 
overnight with 24% staying for three 
nights or more, ensuring that High 
Country Harvest visitors make a 
significant contribution to the local 
visitor economy. The 2018 Harvest 
promises to be every bit as productive.

Quarterly Updates
The inaugural quarterly Indigo Visitor 
Economy Update was sent out to our 
industry email list in January 2018. 
This is downloadable from www.
indigoshire.vic.gov.au/visit with the 
next update scheduled for late April.

Tourism Strategy
It is anticipated that two draft 
strategies, Tourism and Economic 
Development, will go to the May 
Council Meeting to be endorsed to go 
out on public display for community 
feedback.

This public display period is most likely 
to be during June.

A number of drop-in sessions are being 
planned across the Shire with dates to 
be announced once Council endorses 
the draft strategies.

So watch out for news of these dates 
and come along and give us your 
feedback on these two important 
pieces of work.

strength of community
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explorebeechworth.com.au              rutherglenvic.com     explorechiltern.com.au       exploreyackandandah.com.au

what’s on

www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au/whatson

MAY
4-20 May High Country Harvest events across Indigo 
Shire highcountryharvest.com.au

4 May Roasted Chestnuts and Red Bridge Road 
Brewers, Beechworth
4 May Shirazzle Dazzle the Senses Valhalla Wines, 
Wahgunyah
4 May The Edible Table Pickled Sisters, Wahgunyah
5 May Brewers Breakfast Bridge Road Brewers, 
Beechworth
5 May Farm Ramble and Feast, Yackandandah 
Organics
5 May Rutherglen Village Bonfire, Rutherglen Wine 
Experience
5 May Beechworth Village Bonfire, Lake Sambell 
Caravan Park
5 May The Tweed Ride, Rutherglen Wine Experience
5 May To Oak or Not to Oak? Pfeiffer Wines,  
Rutherglen
5, 6, 12, 13, 19 and 20 May The Sweet Trail, Bilson’s 
Brewery, Beechworth
5, 12 and 19 May Yoga, Bubbles, Brekkie, Bliss John 
Gehrig Wines, Rutherglen
5 May and 20 May Pedal and Taste Tour De Vines, 
Beechworth
6 May Creative Campfire Cooking, Jones Winery, 
Rutherglen
6 May Drive Back in Time, Beechworth 
beechwortholdcranksclub.com
8 May Eight Breweries in Eight Days, Bridge Road 
Brewers, Beechworth
9 May Eight Breweries in Eight Days, Rutherglen 
Brewery
10 May Fermentation Degustation, Bridge Road 
Brewers, Beechworth
11 May The Art of Harvest, Rutherglen Estates
12 May From Fashion to Fine Art, Talk at Mayday 
Hills Art Society, Beechworth facebook.com/
maydayhillsartsociety
12 May Colour Relationship Workshop, Mayday Hills 
Art Society, Beechworth facebook.com/
maydayhillsartsociety 
13 May Bee Cause High Tea, Beechworth Honey
19 May Hunters and Gatherers, Saint Monday, 
Yackandandah
19 May Fresh from the Hive and Pan, Beechworth 
Honey
19 May Romancing the Vine, Cellar Door Wine 
Store, Beechworth
19 May Battle of the Beans, JimJam Foods, Stanley

20 May Liquid Gold from the Grove, Gooramadda 
Olives, Rutherglen
26 May Bless this Harvest beechworthwe.com.au

JUNE
1 June First Friday Long Table Lunch, Beechworth 
indigovineyard.com.au
2-3 June Creating Botanical Art Workshop, Mayday 
Hills Art Society, Beechworth 
facebook.com/maydayhillsartsociety
8-10 June Chiltern Art Prize explorechiltern.com.au
8 June Winter Woolie Festival at Yack Station, 
Yackandandah yackstation.com
8 June Pfeiffer Wines Rutherglen Giant Warehouse 
Sale, Wahgunyah pfeifferwinesrutherglen.
com.au
9-10 June Winery Walkabout Rutherglen 
winerywalkabout.com.au
10 June Rutherglen Country Fair 
rutherglenrotary.org
22 June Say Cheese Cooking Class Wahgunyah 
pickledsisters.com.au
23-24 June Botanical Art for Beginners, Mayday Hills 
Art Society, Beechworth 
facebook.com/maydayhillsartsociety

JULY
1-31 July Pfeiffer Wines Photographic Exhibition 
Wahgunyah pfeifferwinesrutherglen.com.au
6 July First Friday Long Table Lunch Beechworth 
indigovineyard.com.au
7 July Pfeiffer Wines Winter Farmers Market 
Wahgunyah pfeifferwinesrutherglen.com.au
21 July Tour De Beechworth bridgeroadbrewers.
com.au
21-22 July Chiltern Jam Sessions Weekend 
explorechiltern.com.au
29 July Kerferd Oration kerferdoration.org

AUGUST
3 August First Friday Long Table Lunch Beechworth 
indigovineyard.com.au
4 August The LJ Dinner at Jones Winery Rutherglen 
joneswinery.com.au
17-19 August Kelly Country Pick 
kellycountrypick.org/wordpress
17 August Winter Warmers Cooking Class 
Wahgunyah pickledsisters.com.au
19 August Sourdough Cooking Class and a winter’s 
Lunch Yackandandah yackorganics@gmail.com
24-26 August Chiltern Antique Fair Chiltern 
explorechiltern.com.au
25 August Brigadoon Ball at All Saints Estate 
Wahgunyah allsaintswine.com.au

Regular Events
 
Every Thursday
Thursday Night Blues Jam 
Yackandandah 
facebook.com/starhotelyack
Beechworth Dancing 
explorebeechworth.com.au

Every Friday and 4th Saturday
Stanley Women of the 19th Century Exhibition 
mivic.org.au

Every Saturday
Rutherglen Historical Town Guided Tour 
explorerutherglen.com.au

First Saturday
Beechworth Farmers Market 
explorebeechworth.com.au
Music on the Murray Wahgunyah 
stleonardswine.com.au

First Sunday
Chiltern Markets Chiltern explorechiltern.com.au

Second Saturday
Yackandandah Old Time Dance Yackandandah 
exploreyackandandah.com.au

Second Sunday
Rutherglen Farmers Market Rutherglen 
explorerutherglen.com.au

Third Saturday
Yackandandah Produce Swap Yackandandah 
exploreyackandandah.com.au

Third Sunday
Yackandandah Lions Club Market Yackandandah 
exploreyackandandah.com.au
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T: 1300 365 003 , 03 5728 8000
F: 03 5728 1676
E: info@indigoshire.vic.gov.au
www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au

Customer Service Centres
Beechworth: 1300 365 003
Chiltern: 1300 365 003
Yackandandah: 1300 365 003
Rutherglen: 02 6033 6801

Special committees of Council are open 
to the public. For meeting times see 
ww.indigoshire.vic.gov.au/committees

Councillor Contacts

Jenny O’Connor — Mayor 
mayor@indigoshire.vic.gov.au 
0417 126 409

Sophie Price — Deputy Mayor 
sophie.price@indigoshire.vic.gov.au 
0400 651 848 

Bernard Gaffney 
bernard.gaffney@indigoshire.vic.gov.au 
0419 181 234

Larry Goldsworthy 
larry.goldsworthy@indigoshire.vic.gov.au 
0499 450 041

James Trenery 
james.trenery@indigoshire.vic.gov.au 
0429 417 420

Barb Murdoch 
barb.murdoch@indigoshire.vic.gov.au 
0407 821 221

Diane Shepheard 
diane.shepheard@indigoshire.vic.gov.au 
0428 115 213

the last word

Council Meeting Schedule

Meetings are 6.30pm-9.30pm,  at 
the Beechworth Council Chambers, 
2 Kurrajong Way, Mayday Hills. All 
members of the community are 
invited to attend.

STREAMED LIVE on

2018 Meeting Calendar
Tuesday 27 February
Tuesday 27 March
Tuesday 24 April
Tuesday 29 May
Tuesday 26 June
Tuesday 31 July
Tuesday 28 August
Tuesday 25 September
Tuesday 30 October
Tuesday 27 November
Tuesday 18 December

www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au/meetings

Transfer Station times
• Diffey Road Beechworth 

1pm-5pm Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday, Monday

• Cornishtown Road Rutherglen 
1pm-5pm Friday, Saturday, Sunday

Get rid of those nasty 
home chemicals
Household chemicals can harm your 
family and your pets, add fuel to a 
house fire, release toxic fumes and 
pollute the environment.

The Detox your Home program 
helps you dispose of unwanted toxic 
household chemicals without harming 
your health or the environment. 
Collected items are recycled for 
recovery and diverted from landfill.

The program is administered by 
Sustainability Victoria in partnership 
with local councils, and is funded by 
the Victorian landfill levy.

Detox your Home will be in Wangaratta 
10am-2pm, Saturday 12 May 2018, 
at the Council Works Depot, 51–69 
Newman Street. Full details at www.
indigoshire.vic.gov.au/detox.

Let's clean up our recycling act
Soft plastics such as plastic bags, cling 
wrap and food packaging are not 
recyclable in the yellow bin — but that 
doesn't mean they are headed for 
landfill!

Soft plastics can be recycled via 
Redcycle collection points in most 
major supermarkets, and in Indigo 
Shire at the Chiltern Post Office, and 
more volunteer Plasticwise groups are 
springing up — see the Plasticwise 
facebook pages for more information. 

• facebook.com/plasticwiseyackandandah
• facebook.com/plasticwisebeechworth
• facebook.com/plasticwiseau

 
The scrunch test

If you can scrunch the item with your 
hand and it doesn't bounce back into 
shape it's a soft plastic.

Do not put it in the yellow bin, save it 
for Redcycle and Plasticwise.

Other common contaminants in the 
yellow bin are polystyrene foam meat 
trays and coffee cups. These are not 
recyclable, it's best to avoid using these 
products.

Currently around 10% of the waste 
put in Indigo Shire's yellow lid kerbside 
recycle bins is non-recyclable materials.

These contaminants cost more time 
and money to process, and can waste 
space in the recycle bin. Placing 
items in the incorrect bin is also a lost 
opportunity to repurpose, reuse or 
recycle them.

So, let's lower the contamination rate 
by sorting your plastic recyclables. It 
certainly can be done! Residents' green 
lid organics bins consistently have less 
than 1% contamination.

Use of the green bin across Indigo Shire 
is saving more than 2000 tonnes from 
landfill per year.

Combined with the other materials 
recycled, this saves 98 tonnes of CO2 
emissions a month, equivalent to 
taking 24 cars off the road.


