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1. INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this plan is to establish the vision and di-
rections for the future management of the Beechworth 
Railway Precinct. 

Located in the heart of the historic township of Beech-
worth in North East Victoria, the Beechworth Railway 
Precinct was once a core rail service during the Gold 
Rush with the Everton to Beechworth Rail line operating 
from 1876 and an extension to Wooragee and Yacka-
ndandah being opened in 1891. Declining freight and 
passenger loads saw the Beechworth - Yackandandah 
section of this line close in 1954, and the service from 
Everton to Beechworth was withdrawn in 1987 .  

The Beechworth Railway Precinct is crown land of 
which Indigo Shire Council is the delegated committee 

of management and is bounded by Railway Avenue, 
Albert Road and Harper Avenue and is approximately 
35,614m2 as shown in map 1 and 2. The land is zoned 
PPRZ and GRZ and is subject to the heritage overlay. 

The significant buildings to support the rail line remain 
today including the Beechworth Railway Station, Goods 
Shed and Plate Layers Cottage. The Murray to Moun-
tains Rail Trail runs along the old rail line and attracts 
over 31,000 riders annually to the region. The site also 
includes other active recreation spaces including the 
Beechworth Croquet Club and Beechworth Skate Park 
and is adjacent to the Beechworth Senior Citizens Club.

The extension of the Beechworth to Yackandandah Rail 
Trail will further enhance the Beechworth Railway Pre-
cinct as a key tourism destination where future develop-
ment needs to consider and protect the sites communi-
ty and historical value.

Map 1 – Beechworth Township
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2. PLANNING CONTEXT 
The Beechworth Railway Precinct is subject to a range of 
legislation, plans and policies that influence and inform 
on the directions within this land management plan.

2.1	 Relevant	Legislation

The following legislation applies to the plan of manage-
ment:

• Local Government Act 1989

• Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978

• Planning and Environment Act 1987

2.2 Relevant planning               
documents

Indigo Shire Council has a range of planning documents 
aligned with the plan of management including: 

• Asset Management Strategy

• Economic Development Strategy

• Heritage Strategy

• Hume Region Significant Trails Strategy

• Active Indigo Plan

• Indigo Shire Council Plan

• Local Heritage Policy

• Indigo Shire Planning Scheme 

This plan has been prepared to guide the future devel-
opment of the Beechworth Railway Precinct and to meet 
the requirements of Clause 36.02-7 of the Indigo Planning 
Scheme.

Map 2 – Railway Precinct
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3. VISION
Indigo Shire Council’s vision for the Beechworth Railway 
Precinct is to:

“Develop	a	vibrant	and	activated					
recreation	and	tourism	precinct	which	
values,	protects	and	acknowledges	

the	historical	site	significance”.

4. OBJECTIVES
The following land management objectives have been 
developed for the Beechworth Railway Precinct:

1. Permit and enhance community activation ca-
tering for sporting, passive and active recreation, and 
minor events and festival activities.

2. Support and enhance business opportunities at 
the Railway Station and Goods Shed.

3. Ensure the precinct is accessible, convenient and 
available for use by all.

4. Protect and enhance the historical character of 
the reserve. 

5. PERMITTED              
ACTIVITIES
The following is a list of permitted activities that may typ-
ically be undertaken on the land in accordance with this 
land management plan (but not limited to):

• Passive and active recreation activities such as walk-
ing, skating, cycling.

• Organised or formal sporting competition of cro-
quet.

• Minor events and festivals such as community 
markets.

• Business or trade in designated facilities and zones 
which contributes to the active use of the precinct.

• Privately organised celebrations or events.

• Uses which align with existing user rights and/or 
have a heritage precedence.

All permitted activities are subject to Indigo Shire Council 
Local Laws and the Indigo Planning Scheme. 
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6. MANAGEMENT PLAN

Objectives Actions
Permit and enhance community activation catering for 
sporting, passive and active recreation, and minor events 
and festival activities.

• Provide safe and usable facilities to support passive 
and active recreation including the Beechworth Rail 
Trail and Beechworth Skate Park.

• Support the Beechworth Croquet Club in the delivery 
of activities and competition.

• Permit events and activities which do not conflict 
with other uses, subject to Council policies and 
approval.

• Use site as per “Permitted Activities“ above.

Support and enhance business opportunities at the Rail-
way Station and Goods Shed.

• Enhance the Goods Shed facility and seek an appro-
priate tenant.

• Support the continued delivery of services operating 
from the Railway Station.

• Permit tourism business activities which complement 
and increase activation of the precinct and con-
nection to the use of the Rail Trail.  Includes tour-
ism-based activity, food and beverage and retail.

• Encourage tourism within the precinct.
• All use is subject to alignment with Council policies 

and Council approval.
• No warehouse, industrial use or stand alone office 

use is permitted.   

Ensure the precinct is accessible, convenient and availa-
ble for use by all.

• Manage precinct usage in line with the designated 
zoning

• regularly monitor and remove waste and litter
• retain natural assets within the precinct
• Seek feedback from Council’s Access Committee as 

part of their infrastructre audit. 

Protect and enhance the historical character of the 
reserve.

• Deliver investment and improvements to the Goods 
Shed and Railway Station.

• Ensure all improvements are in line with the heritage 
overlay, policy and strategy.

• Determine the future of the Plate Layers Cottage (a 
community consultation process will be conducted to 
inform Council prior to any decision.)
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7. PRECINCT AREAS
The Beechworth Railway Precinct has been categorised 
into three distinct activity areas as shown in attachment 
A. These areas guide and facilitate the use and develop-
ment of land within the Beechworth Railway Precinct.  

7.1	 Area	A	–	Active	Recreation

This area is located at the eastern end of the precinct and 
is dedicated to active recreation activities of croquet and 
skate/BMX riding.  The areas are not fenced and open 
for public access when organised activities are not being 
delivered.

The croquet facilities are leased to the Beechworth Cro-
quet Club.

7.2	 Area	B	–	Activity	Space

Area B is land positioned between Railway Avenue and 
Harper Avenue includes the Rail Trail, Beechworth Railway 
Station, Goods Shed and Plate Layers Cottage.

The area is designated as suitable for passive and ac-
tive recreation, car parking to service existing buildings, 
minor events, tourism commercial operations within the 
Goods Shed and Railway Station.   Commercial opera-
tions include activities and retail aligned to the rail trail or 
historical significance of the site, and food and beverage 
providers.

The Beechworth Railway Station provides communi-
ty-based services which will continue to be provided in 
line with Council policies and approval.

The historic Plate Layers Cottage may be refurbished for 
residential, commercial or community use and needs to 
consider the operations of the Beechworth Senior Citi-
zens Club which is adjacent to the Cottage.  The Plate Lay-
ers Cottage is subject to a separate consultation process.

7.3	 Area	C	–	Open	Space

Area C is open space areas for passive recreation use and 
rail trail pathway activities such as walking and cycling.  
The area is intended to be retained as a green open space 
corridor.

7.4	 Area	D	–	Future	Parking	
Area D has been allocated for future parking area.  Future 
works may include sealing, line parking and shade plant-
ing. 



ATTACHMENT A: RAILWAY PRECINCT AREAS



7

CONTACT US
Phone  Local call: 1300 365 003
 03 5728 8000
Email info@indigoshire.vic.gov.au 
Post Indigo Shire Council
 PO Box 28
 Beechworth, Victoria 3747
Fax  03 5728 1676
Website www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au

Head	Office
The Pines, 2 Kurrajong Way, Mayday Hills, Beechworth, Victoria, 3747
Hours of operation – 8.30am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Customer	Service	Centres
Beechworth	
Phone 03 5728 8000
Address 101 Ford Street, Beechworth, Victoria 3747

Yackandandah	
Address 34 High Street, Yackandandah, Victoria 3749

Chiltern 
Address 40 Conness Street, Chiltern, Victoria 3683
Hours of operation 9am-12.30pm/1.30pm-5pm

Rutherglen 
Phone 02 6033 6801
Fax 02 6032 7427 
Address 153 High Street, Rutherglen, Victoria 3685
Hours of operation  9am-12.30pm/1pm-4.30pm (Tuesday to Friday)
 9am-12pm (Saturday)


