
 

 

 

Proposed Off-leash Dog Park 
Community Consultation Review Report 

 

Overview 
 

A community consultation process was undertaken by Indigo Shire Council to seek 

community feedback on concept planning for an off-leash dog park area at 

Wallace Park, Beechworth as an alternative to the current off leash dog provisions at 

Baarmutha Park, Beechworth.  

Consultation and Engagement activities were conducted from 4 August 2021 8 

October 2021. 

In total over 200 forms of feedback were received during the community 

consultation period including:  

 

Collation and analysis of the feedback has been undertaken and this report 

presents the key themes and responses for Council consideration. The presentation 

of data has been presented across four key areas including: 

1. Feedback on the proposed off leash dog park at Wallace Park 

2. Management and use of Baarmutha Park 

3. Project budget and priority 

4. Other considerations  

 

Observations 

Overall observations from the data review indicates: 

 A large proportion of the feedback has been based on the perception that 

the proposed off-leash dog park for Wallace Park would completely remove 

Baarmutha Park for off-leash dog use and therefore comments supporting or 

opposing the proposal take a “comparison approach” of both sites 

 The access and use to public open space areas for all users has been 

highlighted as critical and valuable to residents mental health, social 

connection and exercise opportunities 

177 survey 

responses 

 

approx. 70 drop-in 

session attendees 

 

20 website 

comments 

 

9 written 

submissions 

 

1 petition 
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 The suitability of a fenced dog park has been highlighted with several 

concerns regarding maintenance, safety and damage to open space 

 The concept design has received positive feedback on the elements 

however site issues drainage and size of space to cater for the number of 

dogs within the community and to support the ability for off-leash dog 

walking have been identified as community concerns 

 There is a desire from community members to retain access to Baarmutha 

Park for off-leash dog use and for Council to take  action to address the issues 

raised in the consultation with all users 

 

1. Feedback on the Wallace Park Off-leash Dog Park 

Proposal 
 

Community support and potential usage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of the 178 people who undertook the survey:  

 64 people or 36% indicated they would use an off-leash dog park at 

Wallace Park  

 113 people or 64% indicated that they would not use an off-leash dog park at 

Wallace Park  

 

The below table outlines the views provided as to why people indicated they would 

not use the dog park. The top response was the size of the Wallace Park space with 

the preference to Baarmutha Park highlighted as the second reason. 

Concerns related to safety also aligned with objections to a fenced area. A number 

of responses identified concerns about negative interactions between dogs and 

owners in an enclosed area and not having the ability and space to separate. 

The site concern of drainage was listed as the fourth highest response. Comments 

indicated the site has a tendency to retain water at various times of the year. 

Respondents highlighted this could make the area unusable or result in damageby 

dogs. 

68 responses have 

provided direct support 

for the proposal 

 

129 responses have 

provided direct 

opposition for the 

proposal 
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If you answered no, can you provide the reason/s why? responses   

Space is too small 63 49% 

Baarmutha Park is preferred and more suitable 33 26% 

Safety concerns and risks to dogs, owners and other users 25 19% 

Site has drainage issues and is boggy 23 18% 

A fenced and enclosed area not supported 14 11% 

Project is a waste of money / service already exists / other priorities 13 10% 

They area does not cater for dog walking and owner exercise 12 9% 

Limits park access for existing users 10 8% 

I do not own a dog 9 7% 

Loss and damage of open space area 8 6% 

Environmental impacts - creek and wildlife 8 6% 

Impact to neighbouring properties 5 4% 

Do not live in Beechworth 4 3% 

Distance from home 4 3% 

Object to dog parks 4 3% 

Site not suitable 3 2% 

Only suitable for small dogs 3 2% 

Proximity to swimming pool 2 2% 

Loss of parking area for events 2 2% 

Seek expert advice 2 2% 

Do not support dog parks 2 2% 

Public access should be available to golf course 2 2% 

This is a golf club issue 1 1% 

Waste management an issue 1 1% 

Concern with noise issues 1 1% 

Visual impact 1 1% 

 

“The proposed dog park in no way is a replacement for the current off area 

at Baarmutha Park which is a 100 times bigger and somewhere you can walk 

a dog.” 

“I don’t think dogs are always wanting to be sociable and it might lead to 

increased risk of dogs fighting. There are many places to walk a dog in 

Beechworth and a fenced in area is an unnecessary expense.” 

 

Those supporting the proposal and indicating they would use the facility provided 

the following general comments: 

 The project needs to happen 

 The facility will be a valuable asset for Beechworth 

 This is a positive step for planning for dogs 

 Facility supports dog exercise  

 The project will address roaming dogs  

 Limits dogs to a managed area 
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“There are so many people walking their dogs on lead around town. This will 

add a wonderful dimension to their dog’s daily exercise” 

Concept Design Feedback 

As part of the consultation process Council sought feedback on concept plans 

developed for the Wallace Park off-leash dog park. The following tables outline what 

was liked, disliked and other identified design concerns. 

 

 

Whilst there were 14 responses from people who indicated concerns about the 

provision of a fenced area there were 19 responses from people supporting the 

fencing highlighting this would provide them with a safe and enclosed space their 

dogs to access. 

The central location was highlighted as a positive item by 16 people with comments 

referencing the access for all residents and close proximity to the town centre. 

 

“great place to put it, close to town, activities for dogs, safe for everyone” 

 

“I think it would be great to have a fully fenced area. I would love to train my 

puppy to recall off leash but there is no where safe to do it currently.” 

 

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20

Accessible

Agility course

Basket for sticks

Central Location

Consideration of areas for all dogs

Drinking fountain

Gated entry

Good alternative to Baarmutha Park

Good space for socialisation

Good use of land

Good/great Design and idea

Meeting place for dogs and dog lovers

Parking

Provision of trees / Shade

Safe fenced area

Seating

Small dog area

Upgrade to childrens playground

Varied Terrain

Variety of items/ activities

What was liked about the concept plan?
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The stick collecting basket was identified as the most disliked element of the 

concept plan. The provision of the off-leash areas for all dogs,the small dog area 

and the proposed location of the picnic area were also identified as elements least 

liked.  

Retainment of existing trees, and provision of shade trees were the least disliked 

elements of the concept plan. 

 

 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

Social seating area

Off-lead area for all dogs

Off-lead area for smaller dogs

Boulders and riverstone swales

Logs and boulders

Drinking fountain with dog bowl

Stick collecting basket

Planting areas

Proposed shade trees

All existing trees to be retained

Location of Agility course

Location of picnic area

Future upgrade to existing play space

What was disliked about the concept plan?

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

Agility course

Boring

Don’t deliver in stages

Drainage

Establish operating hours - not open at night

High cost of project

Impact to natural areas, creek and wildlife

Inclusion of childrens play equipment

Integration of activities

More details on plan required to make…

Not in good location

Not suitable for large dogs

Overdevelopment of site

Risk of features

Size of dog park

Small fenced area

Stick basket element

Still retaining Baarmutha Park

Other identfied design concerns
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Drainage, size of the dog park and the retainment of Baarmutha Park were 

identified as key concerns of the concept design.  These responses were from those 

who indicated they would not use the park. Environmental impacts to the green 

space, creek and wildlife within the park were also highlighted as concerning to 

residents. 

 

“I think if the waterlogging issues could be addressed then this would be a 

good addition to the town for tourists with small dogs that do not require a 

large off-leash exercise area.” 

 

“it appears that environmental assessment is still pending for Wallace Park… 

despite the fact that it is located adjacent to a vegetated wildlife corridor 

extending along Spring Creek” 

 

 

The survey also requested information on additional features and considerations for 

the project and concept design. Responses included: 

 Bins and bags for dog waste 

collection and removal 

 Running water or water pool for 

paddling  

 Dog wash service 

 Signage 

 Notice board 

 Undercover picnic area 

 Extra seating and picnic tables 

 Toilets 

 Buffer planting 

 Fully fenced space 

 Security cameras 

 Lighting 

 Extension to Mellish Street 

 Ball basket (similar to stick 

basket) 

 Areas for dogs to run 

 Family area 

 More seating 

 Distance between entry to 

large dog park and small dog 

park 

 Consider operating hours and 

limiting numbers to address 

concerns 

 

 

“Lighting and maybe consideration on hours that it’s ‘open’ for the residents 

that live close by & don’t want to listen to dogs barking” 

 

“Extra seating and disabled accessible areas, public amenities would be 

advantageous” 
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2. Baarmutha Park Use and Management 
 

The use and management of Baarmutha Park has been identified as a key topic 

resulting from the consultation process. Themes identified and considered as part of 

this report include: 

 Retention of Baarmutha Park for off-leash dog walking 

 Submitted Petition 

 The relationship between golf participants and dog walkers at Baarmutha 

Park 

 Proposed solutions to address current issues or concerns at Baarmutha Park 

 

Retention of Baarmutha Park for off leash dog walking 

A major theme highlighted by the community through the consultation process is the 

objection of the proposed dog park resulting in removing access to Baarmutha Park 

for off-leash dog activities. 

68 responses clearly objected to the removal of off-leash dog access to Baarmutha 

Park. Reasons to the objection included: 

 Questioning the level and validity of safety and risk concerns and issues raised 

at the site 

 Identification of Baarmutha Park as an important space for socialization and 

exercise with their dogs 

 Highlighting Baarmutha Park size caters for a number of dogs and allows for 

separation and distance between users 

 Highlighting the public access rights to crown land 

 Highlighting examples of joint use of golf courses 

 

“the use of this park as an off-leash area is not only important for the dogs to 

socialize and get exercise but is also extremely important and in a lot of cases 

vital to so many locals as well as people out of town… It is a beautiful and 

peaceful area which many people use to get exercise, respite, relax and 

unwind which his much needed for a person’s mental health especially in 

these times.” 

 

11 responses highlight the issues with Baarmutha Park and support the development 

of Wallace Park as a replacement site due to: 

 Health and safety issues for users particularly from dog excrement  

 Increased use and damage to surfaces 

 Strained relationship between golf participants and dog walkers 
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Petition 

As part of the consultation process Council has received a petition regarding 

Baarmutha Park as a designated off-leash area. The petition includes 240 signatures 

and requests the Mayor and Councilors of Indigo Shire Council to: 

1. Confirm the use of Baarmutha Park as a designated off-leash dog walking 

area sporting days excepted. 

2. Confirm that this use will continue regardless of the development of other off-

leash areas in the Beechworth township. 

3. Make publicly available the safety concerns in relation to all uses of 

Baarmutha Park, the expert evidence, the research conducted into said 

safety concerns and any other reports commissioned by Indigo Shire in 

relation to this matter. 

 

Relationship between golf participants and dog walkers 

Whilst there were approximately 5 responses indicating they believe there to be no 

issues with the current arrangements at Baarmutha Park, there have been examples 

noted by the community regarding the behavior of both golfers and dog walkers 

and issues including the collection and removal of dog excrement, aggression 

between the different users, damage to the golf course and impacts on 

maintenance for golf club members. 

“…there are irresponsible dog-walkers who let their dogs roam free with 

picking up their droppings…. there is evidence of these irresponsible people 

who ignore the very clear signs or simply don’t care enough to respect our 

course” 

“We need a good alternative to the golf course, I've been abused a few 

times by golfers” 

“Not sure why responsible dog owners should have to move from a great 

environment because of the irresponsible behaviour of a minority. On the 

other hand, I have picked up numerous empty alcohol containers from golf 

course discarded by golfers” 

“Sadly the dog excrement discarded on the course continues and in fact 

appears to be increasing and fouling the course with a health hazard to 

golfers… We have also noticed an increase of dog walkers whilst golfers are 

on course and regular dog damage to Greens” 
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Solutions to address Baarmutha Park issues 

In line with respondents highlighting their objection to removing off-leash access to 

Baarmutha Park, a number of suggested solutions or options have been presented 

for Council consideration with an underlying approach on how to support all users 

accessing the site. 

The options presented include: 

 Engage with Friends of Baarmutha Park and other users at the site to address 

safety concerns  

 Undertake mediation between golf club and dog walkers to find solutions to 

current issues 

 Explore adjacent land options to expand park 

 Create schedule for walkers’ access around golfers 

 Increase communication, information and education to community 

 Undertake a more thorough risk assessment of issues 

 Address waste management facilities and maintenance practices 

 Provide resources and funding for golf club 

 Increase signage 

 Review golf club lease area 

 

 

“Our group would like to work with the Council and Committee of 

Management to ensure the space remains safe and useable by all.....There 

are far cheaper and more agreeable solutions to the problem of people 

walking on the course on competition days, which seems to be the main 

issue of concern, than building an unsatisfactory dog park at a cost of $120K. 

We request that mediation be undertaken to find solutions to the concerns 

raised by some golfers.” 

 

“There has not been enough work between the golf club and the other users 

of Baarmutha Park to come to an equitable solution…… I’m sure a solution 

can be reached where there can be multiple groups using the park.” 
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3. Project budget and Council expenditure priority 
 

The consultation process has raised responses associated to the project budget and 

priority. 21 responses have expressed a view that the project is not needed as the 

service exists, the project is not an appropriate use of Council funds or there are 

other infrastructure items that are more of a priority for Beechworth. Other 

infrastructure expenditure items identified included: 

 Improving footpaths 

 Repurpose of old tennis courts in Tanswell Street 

 Investing in the swimming pool 

It has also been raised that the Wallace Park off-leash dog park proposal is not 

included in the current Council budget. 

Recommendations are also put forward about exploring cheaper solutions in 

addressing issues at Baarmutha Park rather than developing a new facility. 

 

“It’s a lot of money to consider spending on establishing an area when we 

already have a resource. There are many areas in this town where the money 

could be well spent. For instance, footpaths are much needed - some areas 

very are dangerous.” 

   

4. Other considerations 
 

Other aspects highlighted during the consultation process have been outlined 

below for Council consideration. This includes: 

 An option for establishing a dog club for Beechworth has been raised in 3 

responses. 

 A request has been made for Council to consider the delivery of dog park 

facilities across other towns to support addressing off-leash dog issues. 

 A request has been made not to change or reduce access to open spaces 

during the COVID-19 pandemic which is impacting on social and recreation 

activities for residents. 

 Refence made to 2009 petition not to remove public dog access for 

Baarmutha Park. 

 Request for council to take a more strategic planning approach to dog parks 

to explore the number, operation and development priorities across 

Beechworth. 

 

“Council should not be introducing any changes during COVID which could 

discourage people from exercising” 


