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Introduction

Executive Summary

Executive Summary

Rutherglen is poised to capitalise on the process 
of place planning. Tourism growth is being guided 
via a Destination Management Plan, investment 
in retail can be seen in both the main street and 
winery developments, the Rutherglen Economic 
Revitalisation Project has been completed and 
the Heavy Vehicle Deviation project is continuing 
to investigate options for the town centre.

Rutherglen is one of four key destination towns 
in Indigo Shire and is one of the two Wine 
Geographic Indicators in the Shire. The town is 
the second most visited destination within Indigo 
with 260,000 visitors per annum of the 853,000 
visitors to Indigo as a whole.

As the Shire’s second most established tourism 
destination, Rutherglen’s visitation has potential 
for faster growth, particularly in the overnight 
visitor market. Rutherglen has potential to 
capitalise on wine tourism growth, nature 
activation including cycling trails and waterways, 
local product as well as food and craft beer, 
and growth in the supporting accommodation 
and retail sectors. The Rutherglen Place Plan 
addresses the economic, tourism, social and built 
environment issues and opportunities across the 
township.

The Place Plan contains a range of opportunities and 
challenges associated with particular themes. The 
themes include, but are not limited to: 

Sustainable Development:

• Consideration of future housing supply and 
demand, including housing density and innovative 
housing solutions as well as consideration of 
supply and demand for industrial land

• Consideration of future requirements for 
community and recreation services and their 
possible location 

• Assessment of the appropriateness of planning 
requirements 

 Town Centre Considerations: 

• Consideration of the current and future ideal 
business mix and factors that would invigorate 
a 7 day a week and night time economy, as well 
as consideration of opportunities to maximise 
commercial opportunities on the Main Street 

• Opportunities to improve connectivity between 
township and other ‘precincts’ and consider 
Innovative transport solutions

 Tourism Opportunities: 

• Considerations to facilitate growth of the overnight 
tourism market 

• Capitalising on wine, nature and retail tourism 
opportunities, as well as identifying other tourism 
opportunities

• Alignment with the Destination Management Plan 
and Destination Game Changer Plan

Social Capital: 

• Increasing opportunities for enhanced community 
connection, and consideration of community 
facilities and infrastructure (community hub

• Enhancing and fostering social capital throughout 
change 

• Opportunities for growth and innovation and 
maintaining community resilience

Challenges

Key Challenges identified in this Place Plan are 
centred around these four themes. 

Rutherglen has an ageing population, and 
therefore a growing need for appropriate 
community services and workers in relevant 
sectors to support this community. There is 
also a lack of population in their young working 
age (20-30) which would provide a labour force 
for key sectors (agriculture, wineries, tourism 
and hospitality), as well as community vibrancy. 
This challenge is exacerbated by the lack of 
available housing for workers and the lack of job 
opportunities and education and training available 
to retain these young people. 

Constrained land supply and lack of diversity 
in housing typologies available are also major 
challenges for the future of development in 
Rutherglen.

Other challenges include town centre activation, 
which currently does not have a thriving night 
time economy, as well as the impact of the 
heavy vehicles on Main Street which affect town 
amenity and opportunities for outdoor dining.  

Strengths

Key strengths for Rutherglen include its strong 
sense of community, its access to beautiful 
natural surroundings such as Lake Moodemere 
and inland waterways, and heritage buildings that 
give Rutherglen its character. The town has some 
great community assets including the Barkly Park 
sports precinct, Cycling Trails, Lake King and Apex 
Park and the Information Centre and Rutherglen 
Wine Experience. Rutherglen’s location provides 
it with access to regional centres such as Albury 
and Wodonga, as well as potential for a half way 
destination between Melbourne and Sydney. 

Opportunities have been identified in this 
document pertaining to the four themes, as well 
as for significant locations in Rutherglen.
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Introduction

What is a Place Plan? What are the Place Plan aims?

The Rutherglen Place Plan maps out a vision 
to guide the growth and development of the 
towns evolution for the next 30 years. Driven by 
a comprehensive stakeholder and community 
engagement process and input from industry 
experts, this document is intended to build on 
the current strengths of Rutherglen’s community 
fabric to guide a trajectory that responds to 
contemporary change. 

The Place Plan will be completed in a format to 
consolidate and complement existing plans and 
strategies and will identify the priority projects 
that can be addressed or undertaken immediately 
as a means to engage with the community.

The main aims of the Place Plan are to:

• Consider the strategic planning context of the 
township and future needs;

• Address opportunities and challenges within 
Rutherglen associated with the Place Plan 
themes;

• Capture the desires of the entire Rutherglen 
community for the future of the town;

• Establishing short, medium and long term 
goals for Rutherglen;

• Establishing priority projects for Rutherglen
• Provide recommendations around strategies, 

actions, time frames, costs and funding 
sources;

• To guide infrastructure development;
• To support community advocacy; and
• To improve funding success.

The Place Plan will become an evidence 
based tool to guide future investment and set 
out clear actions in Rutherglen in a cohesive 
manner, addressing a range of scales from town 
improvements to the guidance of emerging 
planning policy. Findings are presented through 
series of recommendations or actions that map 
out clear delivery and implementation of projects 
that align with relevant funding sources.

Why is it being produced?

The Place Plan will become the community and 
Council’s key document guiding the growth and 
development of the Rutherglen community. The 
Rutherglen Place Plan will address the economic, 
tourism, social and built environment issues and 
opportunities across the township.

Rutherglen is poised to capitalise on the process 
of Place Planning. Tourism growth is being guided 
via a Destination Management Plan, investment 
in retail can be seen in both the main street and 
winery developments, the Rutherglen Economic 
Revitalisation Project has been completed and 
the Heavy Vehicle Deviation project is underway.

The Place Plan seeks to acknowledge the 
recent history of the area and raise awareness 
of its cultural offer and growth potential.  The 
Rutherglen Place Plan’s purpose is to consolidate 
and complement existing plans and strategies, 
guide infrastructure development, support 
community advocacy and improve funding 
success. 

Executive Summary
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Introduction

Strategic Alignment

Executive Summary

Local Strategies And Plans

• Indigo Shire Council Plan (2021 – 2025)
• Indigo Shire Economic Development Strategy 2018
• Indigo Shire Destination Game Changer Tourism
• Strategy (2023)
• Rutherglen Caravan Park Draft Masterplan (2022)

Indigo Shire Planning Scheme

(Key clauses from the Indigo Shire Planning 
Scheme relevant to the tourism and 
economic analysis)

• Clause 21.01-1 Settlement
• Clause 21.03 Economy
• Clause 21.02 Key Issues
• Clause 21.03 Vision and Strategic Framework
• Clause 21.04 Objectives and Strategies
• Clause 21.04-1 Settlement
• Clause 21.04-3 Economic Development
• Clause 21.05-2 Rutherglen

Regional Strategies And Plans
• Hume Regional Growth Plan (2014)
• Victoria’s High Country Destination
• Management Plan 2013-2023 (2016)

State Strategies And Plans
• Plan Melbourne (2017)
• Victorian Visitor Economy Strategy (2016)
• Visitor Economy Recovery And Reform Plan (2021)

Other Documents

• Indigo Shire Industrial Land Feasibility Study (2021)
• Indigo Shire Swimming Pools Development Plan (2020)
• Ride It, Walk It, Indigo (2021)
• Library Strategy 2019-2024 (2019)
• Play Space Review and Strategy (2020)
• Indigo Shire Ageing Well Strategy
• Indigo Shire Early Years Strategy
• Indigo Shire Youth Strategy
• Active Indigo Recreation Strategy
• Indigo Shire Municipal Health & Wellbeing Plan 2021-

2025
• Reconciliation Action Plan
• Creative Indigo Arts and Culture Strategy (under 

development)

See Appendix for details on strategic alignment

Strategy supports a strong, diverse, and resilient 
local economy, which leverages and builds on 
competitive advantages, including agriculture, 
wine and food processing and tourism. It also 
capitalizes on opportunities provided through 
Rutherglen’s proximity to major regional centres.

The following provides a summary of the relevant 
strategies and existing council plans as it relates 
to the economic and tourism analysis:
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Introduction

Major Projects

There are a number of current major projects 
relevant to the preparation of the Place Plan 
and that will influence tourism and economic 
opportunities in the township. These projects are 
outlined below.

Rutherglen Wine, Walks & Cycle Trail

Rutherglen recently received $5.1M in Federal 
Government funding for the construction of the 
Rutherglen Walk and Cycle Trail, to create 48km 
of walking and cycling trails.

The Rutherglen Wine, Walk, Cycle Trail will expand 
the Shire’s offering of walking and cycle tourism 
and recreation. It will also link in with the Murray 
to Mountains Rail Trail to selected wineries, food 
producers, cafes and restaurants of interest 
which are not currently accessible via the existing 
trail.

Rutherglen Silos Precinct Business Case 
And Master Plan

Council is planning for the transformation of the 
Rutherglen Silos Precinct, with a concept plan 
and business case in development. The precinct 
is envisaged to include public accessible open 
space, arts activations, events, cycling (leveraging 
the Murray to Mountains Rail Trail and planned 
Wine, Walks & Cycle Trail) and other potential 
activities.

Glenview Residential Aged Care Upgrade

The State Government has funded the 
development of a new aged care facility through 
$57 million in funding. The facility will be operated 
by Indigo Health, and house the relocated 40-bed 
Glenview Community Care Nursing Home. It will 
include an additional 10 beds in an environment 
that is dementia-friendly and supports a range of 
resident care needs.

The project will be constructed on a greenfield 
site at 33-45 Main Street, Rutherglen, to the east 
of the town centre. Early works are expected to 
commence by late 2022. During construction, 
the project is expected to create and sustain 
approximately 170 construction industry jobs. 
The new facility is due for completion in 2025.

Barkly Park Masterplan

The Barkly Park Masterplan will look to create 
a plan for the future of the sporting precinct, 
including a strategy for the existing buildings, 
fields, courts, structures and landmarks, 
which includes developing initiatives for the 
conservation, refurbishment or re-purposing of 
these spaces.

The Masterplan will explore and develop visitor 
experience opportunities and membership 
experiences, as well as consider the inclusion 
of new sports to the precinct. The Masterplan 
will also investigate opportunities for other 
community groups to use elements of the facility.

Sunday Creek Reconfiguration Project

The Sunday Creek Reconfiguration Project has 
recently been funded by the Australian and 
Victorian governments and will be delivered in 
partnership with Goulburn-Murray Water. The 
Project will provide a more water efficient and 
cost-effective irrigation system by delivering 
water directly to Sunday Creek.

The project includes funding for new community 
facilities around Lake Moodemere. The 
Project will allow the diversity of the Lake 
Moodemere wetland complex to be restored, 
thereby enhancing the ecological outcomes 
and conditions for populations of native fish, 
threatened turtles, frog populations, wetland bird 
habitats, and water dependent vegetation.

Heavy Vehicle Route Deviation

Regional Roads Victoria is currently investigating 
options and opportunities to improve road safety 
as well as amenity and commercial opportunities 
for the town centre, however plans are yet to be 
finalised.

Rutherglen Skate Park Upgrade

Rutherglen’s skate park is to undergo a major 
redevelopment which will involve tripling the size 
of the existing facility in Apex Park.

The new skate park is set to include a number of 
new features providing a range of opportunities 
for people of all ages and abilities.

Executive Summary
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Introduction

Executive Summary

The Steering Committee

The steering committee is made up 
of passionate community members, 
from business owners to community 
leaders, each member of this group 
represents a part of the Rutherglen 
community and bring valuable 
insight into understanding the towns 
challenges, opportunities and more 
nuanced qualities. 

The Steering Committee provided 
advice and strategic input from the 
beginning of the project, developing 
the scope of work which has informed 
the brief. The committee acted as 
a sounding board throughout the 
process and provided critical guidance.

Council intends to continue to engage 
with the steering committee on a 6 
monthly basis to ensure oversight of 
actions and plan deliverables. 

The Steering Committee is made up of the following 
members:

Indigo Shire Councillor Cr Roberta Horne

Community Representative Brian Curran

Community Representative Lisa Turner

Community Representative Diane O’Dwyer

Community Representative Hayden Weller

Community Representative Jill Briggs

Destination Rutherglen 
Representative Damien Adams

Indigo North Health 
Representative Zoe Gephart

IndigGrow Representative Georgie James

Arts Rutherglen 
Representative  Irena Webster

Winemakers of Rutherglen 
Representative Michael Chambers

Indigo Shire Officer - Director 
Community & Economic 
Development

Mark Florence

Indigo Shire Officer - Manager 
Community Development Carlene Lamanna
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Introduction

About this Project

Place Plan Themes

The Rutherglen Place Plan is driven by four guiding themes: Sustainable development, Town Centre 
Considerations, Tourism Opportunities and Social Capital.

Place Plan Theme What does this mean?

Tourism Opportunities

Ensuring the Place Plan identifies and 
capitalises on Rutherglen’s esteemed product, 
beautiful natural environment, retail and 
other tourism opportunities. It provides 
recommendations for the growth of the 
overnight tourism market, and aligns with the 
Destination Management Plan.

Social Capital

Ensuring the Place Plan is fostering 
community resilience, connectivity, growth and 
innovation in the Rutherglen community with 
consideration to services and infrastructure 
that will enable this.

Town Centre Considerations

Ensuring the Place Plan considers a connected 
town centre that is a Hub for the entire 
community, with infrastructure and services 
that support all. It provides considerations 
regarding opportunities on Main Street, 
innovative transport solutions and revitalising 
the night time economy.

Sustainable Development

Ensuring the Place Plan considers a 
sustainable approach to Rutherglen’s built 
environment, housing development, economy, 
community and services. This includes 
analysis of supply and demand for industrial 
land, future requirements for community and 
recreation services and assessment of the 
appropriateness of planning requirements.
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About this Project

Project Structure

The project vision sets out a bold and directive 
target for the growth of Rutherglen. To address 
this aim, the Place Plan has been structured 
around 4 driving themes:

• Tourism Opportunities
• Social Capital
• Town Centre Considerations
• Sustainable Development

These themes establish strategic directions that 
directly respond to challenges in the community 
and seek to build upon the strengths of 
Rutherglen.

For the purpose of the Place Plan, 
communication- specific ‘destinations’ have 
been set out to categorize discrete actions within 
geographical areas of the town. Each destination 
is positioned to capture key opportunities and 
community assets. 
 
Project Actions are categorised within their 
geographical area will be measured against 
a rubric accounting for time, cost and 
responsibility.1 Each action is positioned back 
against the four key themes to measure their 
success in achieving the vision set out by the 
community. 

A summary of actions and their time frames are 
listed in the adjacent table

1 Please note this Rubrik will be established in the final 
Place Plan with approval on Actions

Project Stages

1.0 Situation Analysis and Inception

1.1 Project Inception Kick Off

1.2
Background Review and Data 
Analysis

2.0 Community Engagement

2.1
Steering committee Themes 
workshop

2.2 Online community engagement 

2.3 Farmers Market Engagement

2.4 Engagement Analysis

3.0 Draft Place Plan

3.1 Issue to Public

4.0 Road Test

5.0 Final Place Plan

Note: 3.1- 5.0 are future steps

Time Frame Action

Short Term 

(0-2 Years)

Enhance signage and communication to 
improve township identity

Town Greening

Best Location for Dog Park

Diversifying events

Connecting town identity to place

Pedestrian Focus on Main Street

Think Green

Active Youth Precinct at Apex Park

Medium Term Goals 

(2-5 Years)

Continued development of Lake King Precinct

Masterplan for showgrounds

Business Hub

Open Space and Connectivity 

Existing Infrastructure Audit

Heritage Review

Distant Goals 

(5-10 Years)

Business Growth

Barkly Park Sporting Precinct

Silos Art Precinct

Swimming Pool Precinct

Long Term Goals 

(10-30 Years)

Central Community Hub

Sustainable growth 
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Rutherglen Today

Regional Context

Rutherglen is located 3 hours’ drive from 
Melbourne, 6 hours from Sydney and 4 hours 
from Canberra within North-East Victoria in Indigo 
Shire Council.

The community is located near the Murray River 
and within a short distance to the communities 
of Wahgunyah and Chiltern, Corowa across the 
border in NSW, and the larger regional centres of 
Wangaratta and Wodonga.

Access to larger regional centres provides 
access to services, transport infrastructure (air, 
rail, road) and employment and entertainment 
opportunities. Rutherglen is well located to offer 
residential lifestyle opportunities in proximity to 
the larger centres, as well as opportunities for day 
visits.

Rutherglen is considered one of Victoria’s premier 
wine regions, world renowned for Muscat and 
other fortified wines, as well as bold reds (Durif, 
Shiraz and Cabernet), and other various wine 
varieties. Marketed as a wine village, Rutherglen 
has a clear wine tourism brand position. The town 
has well developed wineries that have a strong 
brand presence and a number of popular wedding 
venues that drive a significant level of visitation to 
the region on the weekend.

The region provides opportunity to drive or cycle 
through a gum tree–studded landscape, a variety 
of quality wineries, a strong local produce offer, 
major events (Winery Walkabout, Tastes of 
Rutherglen), as well as access to major natural 
assets (Murray River, Lake Moodemere).

A number of projects (either delivered or planned), 
are relevant to the development of the Place Plan, 
including the Rutherglen Wine, Walks & Cycle Trail, 
Rutherglen Revitalisation Project, Heavy Vehicle 
Route Deviation, the Glenview Residential Aged 
Care Upgrade Development and the Rutherglen 
Silos Precinct activation project.
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Study Area

Rutherglen Analysis

The report adopts the following definitions 
relevant to the study area and data analysis:

• Rutherglen Township  
The primary residential and commercial 
settlement of Rutherglen, comprising all 
residential zoned land (including standard 
density and low-density residential land), 
business (Commercial and Industrial land).

• Rutherglen Surrounds  
Primarily rural areas surrounding Rutherglen, 
consisting of land primarily zoned for farming 
and rural activity. This area extends to the 
Murray River but excludes the Rutherglen 
Township and the settlement of Wahgunyah.

• Rutherglen Region  
Incorporating the Rutherglen Township and 
the Rutherglen Surrounds.

• Rutherglen Region & Wahgunyah  
Incorporating the Rutherglen Township, 
Rutherglen Surrounds and the settlement of 
Wahgunyah.
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Rutherglen Today

Population

Population Age Profile

There are 2116 residents in the Rutherglen 
township (2016) and 726 residents in the 
Rutherglen surrounds (2016). 

The pandemic has prompted increased 
migration to regional Australia from capital 
cities through 2020 and 2021. Residents 
departing from Melbourne on the year to end 
March 2021 were most likely to settle in regional 
Victoria (44,100 people).

The major centres in proximity to Rutherglen 
(i.e. Wodonga, Albury and Wangaratta) 
underwent relatively strong population growth 
between 2011 and 2016.

Strong population growth in these centres has 
likely been strengthened since the pandemic, 
which provides for potential opportunities for 
Rutherglen, including:
• The potential for Rutherglen to act as a 

lifestyle residential destination / commuter 
town for workers in Wodonga, Albury and 
Wangaratta (as well as Wahgunyah).

• The potential to attract residents of these 
major centres into Rutherglen for day trips.

• Opportunity to leverage the growth of these 
towns for the provision of higher order 
services, including employment, education 
and training opportunities, health services 
and retail.

The Rutherglen region has a relatively old age 
profile, particularly when compared to Regional 
Victoria. There appears to be a large proportion 
of younger residents leaving the region 
(between the ages of 20 and 34 years), while 
there are a high proportion of residents aged 40 
years and over.

This trend was supported by community 
consultation where it was suggested that 
students have a propensity to leave Rutherglen 
after high school. This has been a broader 
observed trend amongst many smaller regional 
towns in recent years. However, anecdotally, 
many of these residents return to town at a later 
stage in life, including when starting a family.

Those in their early working age support the job 
requirements of key sectors of the economy, 
including agriculture, tourism, hospitality, and 
retail. With working age residents leaving the 
town, labour is required to be drawn from other 
areas to support the functioning economy.

The ageing population will change and increase 
demand for health and community services and 
create demand for different housing typologies, 
including smaller dwellings for downsizes, 
retirees as well as residential aged care and 
retirement living.

Housing

Dwelling Types and Housing Diversity Residential Land Supply

Rutherglen’s housing is generally homogenous 
(larger detached dwellings). This, coupled with a 
declining household size and ageing population, 
suggests that there may be a mismatch 
between current housing stock and the housing 
needs of the future population (e.g. empty 
nesters, singles and downsizers).

Limited diversity of housing stock constrains 
opportunity for transitioning between housing 
types, including empty nesters and retirees 
moving from larger family homes to smaller 
homes, which enables new opportunities in the 
established housing market for new buyers and 
renters. There is also a high proportion of lone 
person households in the Rutherglen Township 
(33% as of 2016), whilst only 21% of dwellings 
were either one or two bedroom dwellings. This 
further reinforces a mismatch between housing 
types and the current needs of the population, 
which will only increase as the population ages.

There is a need to encourage a greater diversity 
of dwelling stock and the supply of rental 
housing within Rutherglen. This is critical in 
supporting the local economy, including the 
agricultural (wine) and tourism sectors by 
providing appropriate accommodation for 
transient worker populations. There is also  a 
need to ensure that adequate and market ready 
land supply is available to facilitate new housing 
development, as well as ensure planning 
encourages infill development opportunities 
that encourage the creation of different dwelling 
types, such as units, townhouses and smaller 
dwellings close to township services.

There are a number of vacant land opportunities 
across the Rutherglen Township, not all sites 
may be readily develop-able or present genuine 
market ready development opportunities. A 
lack or larger subdivisions within the Greater 
Residential Zone may suggest there are 
constraints present to realising development 
opportunities. This could be driven by a 
number of factors, including land ownership, 
infrastructure and services requirements, 
access, existing uses, development viability etc.

There is a need to ensure that adequate 
“market ready” land supply is available to 
encourage residential housing development. 
This includes the availability of sites that are 
readily serviceable for development and that do 
not require substantial upgrades or works that 
may compromise development viability. Further 
work in regard to residential land including an 
assessment of development constraints, and 
market characteristics would provide further 
detailed insights. However, there may be a 
requirement for some forms of intervention 
to catalyse housing development, including 
to supply housing for workers and different 
housing typologies.
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Economy

Employment Snapshot Township

Local employment within the Rutherglen 
township (473 jobs) is primarily supported 
by tourism-related industries including 
accommodation and food services and retail 
trade, as well as population services such 
as health and education. In contrast, the 
surrounding region (1,063 jobs) is supported 
by industries such as manufacturing and 
agriculture that have a strong connection to 
the wine sector, as well as food/beverage 
manufacturing.

Rutherglen is a vital contributor to Indigo Shire’s 
economy, (Rutherglen region) comprising 44% 
of the municipality’s economic output in 2021. 
(Note: this is inclusive of Wahgunyah and the 
Uncle Toby’s factory which is a large employer 
in the region.) This is led by manufacturing, 
construction, rental, hiring and real estate 
services and agriculture. There were 419 
businesses operating in Rutherglen in 2021, 
with the most prominent business types by 
sector including agriculture, construction, 
accommodation and food services and 
professional, scientific and technical services.

Nearly two thirds of the Rutherglen township 
workforce (62%) also live in the Rutherglen 
region, whilst other local workers are primarily 
travelling from nearby centres such as Corowa, 
Wangaratta and Wodonga.

The Rutherglen township comprises a range 
of land uses focused on servicing the needs 
of local residents and the visitor economy. 
Analysis of the existing land use profile of 
the town centre shows that the study area 
comprises the following core land use roles:
1. Hospitality (cafes, restaurants, takeaway);
2. Accommodation (hotels/motels, B&B, 

caravan park);
3. Retail (supermarket, hardware supplies, 

specialty stores);
4. Community, health and civic services (post 

office, medical centre, MCH); and
5. Small commercial offices (real estate, 

accounting).

The western section of the commercial centre 
(west of High Street) primarily comprises 
established hospitality, retail, personal services 
and accommodation operators. There are 
also some newer hospitality businesses at 
the western end and reinvestment in existing 
business has occurred in recent years.

The eastern section (east of High Street) 
comprises a number of hospitality businesses, 
as well as a supermarket, a hardware store, 
accommodation operators, and specialty food 
and retail. The eastern section of the township 
has seen a number of new hospitality and retail 
businesses establish over the past few years 
and also includes the Victoria Hotel, which is 
planned to undergo a significant refurbishment.

Rutherglen Today

Tourism

Tourism Snapshot Rutherglen Product

Rutherglen is considered one of Victoria’s 
premier wine regions. Marketed as a wine 
village it has a clear brand positioning with 
a focus on wine tourism. The town has well 
developed wineries that have a strong brand 
presence and a number of popular wedding 
venues that drive a significant level of visitation 
to the region on the weekend.

In addition to winery product, other tourism 
product includes the Murray to Mountain Rail 
Trail, Lake King, Lake Moodemere, heritage, 
proximity to the Murray River, and existing major 
events.

The Game Changer Tourism Strategy (2018) 
noted that competition from other rapidly 
growing wine regions near Melbourne, many of 
which have attracted significant investment and 
have a diverse product mix, as a key challenge 
facing Rutherglen. There is a need to support 
further development of Rutherglen as a unique 
visitor destination, capitalising on its strengths 
and competitive advantages.

Within the township, key tourism product 
includes:
• Rutherglen wine experience / Visitor 
Information Centre;
• Access to the Murray to Mountains Rail Trail;
• Dining/bars/eateries in town;
• Lake King, with a recently upgraded walking 
track;
• Rutherglen golf club;
• Aboriginal Exhibitions Gallery;
• Accommodation (motels, caravan park)
• Bike / vehicle museum (Caffeine n Machine);
• Events;
• Walks (Rutherglen Heritage Walk, Lake King, 
Rutherglen Gold Battery Walk, Arts Rutherglen 
Sculpture Trail, Murray to Mountains Rail Trail.)

Target Markets

The target market segments identified for 
Rutherglen include Food and Wine Lifestylers, 
Enriched Wellbeing and Millennial’s. 
(See detailed descriptions of these profiles in 
the appendix). 

Any tourism related activities or infrastructure 
identified as part of the Place Plan should 
consider the appeal to these markets. This 
includes product and experiences that are 
authentic, of high quality, unique and of place. 
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Key Themes

What are the Place Plan Themes

Place Plan Theme What does this mean?

Tourism Opportunities

Ensuring the Place Plan identifies and 
capitalises on Rutherglen’s esteemed product, 
beautiful natural environment, retail and 
other and tourism opportunities. It provides 
recommendations for the growth of the 
overnight tourism market, and aligns with the 
Destination Management Plan.

Social Capital

Ensuring the Place Plan is fostering 
community resilience, connectivity, growth and 
innovation in the Rutherglen community with 
consideration to services and infrastructure 
that will enable this.

Town Centre Considerations

Ensuring the Place Plan considers a connected 
town centre that is Hub for the entire 
community, with infrastructure and services 
that support all. It provides considerations 
regarding opportunities on Main Street, 
innovative transport solutions and revitalising 
the night time economy.

Sustainable Development

Ensuring the Place Plan considers a 
sustainable approach to Rutherglen’s built 
environment, housing development, economy, 
community and services. This includes 
analysis of supply and demand for industrial 
land, future requirements for community and 
recreation services and assessment of the 
appropriateness of planning requirements.
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Urban Amenities Framework

What is the Urban Amenities 
Framework?

A tool for social sustainability

Public Realm Lab has developed a tool for 
Local Government Area’s to not just measure, 
but also guide thinking in creating Place Plans, 
Masterplans and the work of the city design 
teams.

PRL has built the framework from original 
research by Tim Dixon, Professor in Sustainable 
futures in the Built Environment at the University 
of Reading, and Saffron Woodcraft, who is the 
co-founder and director of Social Life, a social 
enterprise with a focus on social sustainability 
and innovation in place-making.

Dixon and Woodcraft define Social Sustainability 
as: 
“..about people’s quality of life, now 
and in the future. Social sustainability 
describes the extent to which a 
neighbourhood supports individual 
and collective wellbeing. It combines 
design of the physical environment 
with a focus on how the people who 
live in and use a space relate to each 
other and function as a community. It 
is enhanced by a development which 
provides the right infrastructure to 
support a strong social and cultural 
life, opportunities for people to get 
involved, and scope for the place and 
community to evolve.”

The framework consists of four dimensions:

Amenities and Infrastructure
Captures past attempts to lay the foundations 
for a thriving community through housing mix, 
public realm, landscaping, transport, connection 
and community infrastructure

Social and Cultural Life
Illustrates the present- how people experience 
the places in their community and how this 
contributes to their quality of life, perception of 
safety, feelings of belonging and interactions 
with neighbours 

Space to Grow
Is based on the change in place over time, 
aiming to capture the impact over time of 
changes in the community and their impact on 
place.

Voice and Influence
Illustrates the peoples’ of each place potential 
to shape their future through opportunities to 
engage

LGA’s developing strategies, business cases and 
design can look to the Framework as a useful 
tool to ensure all dimensions for understanding 
place are explored, through to detailed survey 
work using all of the key indicators to understand 
opportunities and strengths within their 
communities. 

See above: 

The framework consists of four quadrants 
that support social sustainability, sustainable 
communities, and urban amenities. Criteria, 
actions, and settings should support all of these 
quadrants when utilising the framework.  
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Social and 

Tourism Opportunities
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How do we apply this thinking to the 
Rutherglen Place Plan?

The core themes of the Place Plan have been 
overlaid onto the framework to ensure the 
thinking around successful urban amenity is 
applicable to the objectives of the Place Plan, and 
relevant to the Rutherglen urban realm.

See above: 

Place Plan themes inform the criteria for each 
of these four dimensions. Place Plan thinking is 
filtered through the framework  to ensure that 
all quadrants have been considered, thereby 
ensuring the potential for sustainable public 
realm.  

Urban Amenities Framework

Application to the Rutherglen Place Plan:

Each of the quadrant devises a series of criteria 
and components specific to Rutherglen, and 
through the lens of the Place Plan themes, 
which support social sustainability, sustainable 
communities, and urban amenities.

From here, suggestions and considerations for 
potential Rutherglen projects and development 
of the physical environment are supported by the 
Framework and Place Plan themes.

See sample below:

Amenities and Social Infrastructure> Social 
Capital
Social and Cultural Life> Tourism Opportunities
Space to Grow> Town Centre Considerations  
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Engagement Overview

Engagement

The Rutherglen Place Plan is designed to guide 
the growth and development of Rutherglen 
through Place Planning, and is driven by the 
Rutherglen community’s vision for the town’s 
future. Ongoing consultation with the Rutherglen 
Steering committee, as well as digital and in 
person engagement with the community has 
driven the findings of the Place Plan.

Engagement for the Place Plan included:

• Workshops run with the steering committee 
to hear about potential opportunities and 
constraints, test the Rutherglen Place 
Plan themes and to understand focus 
points and potential activation locations 
within Rutherglen. The outcomes of these 
workshops were tested with the public 
for input and feedback in the community 
engagement phase.

• Digital public engagement made live through 
Social Pin Point, including a short survey 
and mapping exercise designed to gather 
general Rutherglen Place Plan data for those 
interested in a quick contribution to the Place 
Plan and a more detailed questionnaire 
related to the Place Plan themes with a 
ranking of ideas to date.

• Print surveys for school students
• Farmers Market drop in session 
• Follow up phone calls and contact with key 

stakeholders

Engagement Capture

126
Digital Survey 
Responses

172
Comments on the 
Rutherglen Map 

56
Farmers Market 
Comments 

26
Print Surveys 
Returned

Y1-6
Year groups of 
students engaged

Marketing

Come and have your say at 
this weeks Farmers Market!

We will be at the Rutherglen Farmers Market this coming Sunday 
(10th of April) and we want to hear what you’d like for the future of 
Rutherglen! 

Come down and find out more about the place plan, and have your 
say with members of Public Realm Lab, Council and the Place Plan 
Steering Committee.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Join the Discussion online line via the Social Pinpoint Link:
https://indigoshire.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/rutherglen-place-plan

R
utherglen

Fliers were created for physical and digital 
dissemination to bring attention to the online 
engagement period and farmers market drop in 
session. Together with the steering committee, 
PRL developed a comprehensive communications 
plan, which involved targeting stakeholder groups. 
PRL also created “how to Social Pin Point” videos 
to accompany the fliers.
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How have we engaged? Clockwise:
Workshops with steering committee and Public Realm Lab
Social Pin Point Place Plan Themes Survey
Social Pin Point Mapping exercise
Rutherglen Farmers Market Have Your Say
Student Feedback on favourite building, place, or space in Rutherglen

Engagement Overview
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The engagement aimed to capture a range of 
data from the community:

The first intention of the engagement study was 
to find out what the Rutherglen community thinks  
about their town; what they love, what they’d like 
to see, and what makes Rutherglen the place that 
it is.

The second intention of the engagement study 
was to map out key destinations in Rutherglen, 
with the opportunity to provide commentary and 
suggestions on places in Rutherglen, denoting 
areas:

• That you gather
• You enjoy spending time
• You wish were better
• That make Rutherglen special

The third intention of the engagement study 
was to test the Place Plan themes with the 
community, providing prompts and opportunities 
to comment on the themes, as well as rank ideas 
from the steering committee workshops

Engagement Aims

Engagement Overview

Snapshots from Social Pin Point
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Key Engagement Findings

What did we find out?

“I appreciate how much pride everyone 
has in the town, [it’s] impossible to find 
litter anywhere and untidy gardens”

“The community here is incredible”
An overwhelming response in the Place Plan 
engagement is that Rutherglen has a great sense 
of community, and a community of people that 
are friendly and generous. The town of Rutherglen 
is considered beautiful, quaint with its size, and 
access to nature an asset.

“I love Rutherglen and chose to move back to 
raise my children here, after being away for over 
20 years. My children can have more freedom 
and independence here than we could have had 
elsewhere”

Why do you love living in Rutherglen?

Its a fantastic Community of people

Its a beautiful small town

Access to nature

Range of hospitality options

Retail options available

Location- close to regional centres

Sports Infrastructure

It’s a safe place to live

Tourism and Events

History of the Place

What do you think Rutherglen is missing?

Better Sporting Facilities

Community Hub / Meeting Rooms 

Events and Activities for Families

Better Transport Infrastructure 

More Health Facilities

Activate Unused Buildings / Shops

More Shops and Cafes

Improvements to Parks and Rec areas

Tourism Investment 

Entertainment and Galleries

Greater Representation of Regions History

“Community sport is crucial to the 
success of small communities”

“More fun for younger kids e.g Bike 
jumps or other attractions”

What did we find out?

When asked about what Rutherglen was missing, 
the majority of responses centred around 
sporting facilities and their need to be improved. 
This included the Barkly Park facilities, and the 
showground indoor pavilion. 

Events and activities for young people, family 
friendly events, and events that highlighted 
local produce, makers and talent were also key 
suggestions. 

Diversity in retail and hospitality offerings was 
also an area of interest.
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What did we find out?

“Better Public Transport to towns such 
as Wangaratta and Albury Wodonga, 
where many children go to school and 
for those who don’t drive”

“More opportunity for community 
connection”

When asked about services that were missing in 
Rutherglen, popular responses included child and 
youth services, medical and health care services, 
sports infrastructure and services and greater 
retail options.

Are there any services you’d like to see in Rutherglen?

Medical & Health Care Services

Mental Health Services

Sports Infrastructure

Community Group Networks / Infrastructure

Fast Food Options 

Better Public Transport

Affordable Housing Options 

More Retail Options

Child / Youth services and activities 

Council Support

General Infrastructure Upgrades

Key Engagement Findings

What did we find out?

“Build a strong community 
group dedicated to showcasing 
Rutherglen’s amazing historic and 
cultural value”

“(The Silos) should be upgraded.. to 
become like a small hub for food 
vans, markets etc? Make this space 
into one worth going to.”

When considering what could be improved in 
Rutherglen the biggest response was centred 
around sports infrastructure, with removing 
trucks from main street and communication 
and support from Shire Council also frequent 
responses.

Other responses included better transport 
infrastructure including parking, and cycling 
and pedestrian infrastructure such as cycling 
paths and bike tracks, footpaths and pedestrian 
crossings. Improving existing community assets 
such as underutilized heritage buildings, the silos 
area, developing the senior citizens building and 
improving the Lake King development were also 
frequently suggested.

If you could improve one thing in Rutherglen what would it be??

Sports Infrastructure

Remove Trucks from the Main Street

Improvements to footpaths and cycling tracks

Improvements to Open Space

New Retail and Hospitality

More Public Toilets

More youth services / activities

Better utilisation of existing infrastructure

Investment into tourism
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Theme Based Findings

“We are 
desperate for 
housing, sale or 
rent”

Sustainable development When considering local business, survey 
participants clearly identified they made a choice 
to shop local to support the town.

88% of all participants said they shopped local, 
with 64% saying they’d prefer to do so. A town 
centred mindset and convenience were key 
factors in this choice.

Those who shopped outside of Rutherglen mostly 
did so for the affordability, specialty items and to 
access a greater variety of products.

When asked how Rutherglen could better support 
local business, key points included:

• Diversifying retail
• Removing barriers to traders
• Better social infrastructure
• Financial assistance for retailers
• Media and promotion
• Better transport infrastructure.

When asked about the types of business 
the community would like to see in the town, 
responses included: Retail, Artisan hospitality, 
Fresh grocers and Home Improvement stores 
earned the highest responses.

Responses around types of housing people 
would like to see included more rental housing as 
well as town houses, semi-detached, low density 
and downsizing homes.

• “We are desperate for housing, sale or rent”
• “More modern semi detached units suitable 

for singles, couples and elderly”

Most people responded that they use a car for 
day to day transport, with half stating that they 
would consider other types of transport if there 
was improved public transport as it is affordable 
and navigable.

The highest interest for potential sustainable 
development suggestions included:

• Housing development for Rutherglen 
residents

• Connecting cycling trail to Rutherglen 
township destinations

• Housing development for overnight stays and 
rentals

Other frequent suggestions included:
• Prioritise pedestrians and remove trucks
• Improved Development Standards to become 

Community and sustainability focused.
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Theme Based Findings

“Main Street has 
no pedestrian 
crossing and is a 
hazard to young 
and elderly”

Town Centre Considerations When asked about a community hub in 
Rutherglen, frequent responses as to what kind 
of spaces and services this hub should provide 
included:

• Community and Health services: Health 
Services - Youth Mental Health, training, Men’s 
Shed, Scouts, General Preventative Healthcare

• Meeting and business services: Meeting 
rooms, co-working, hot desks, wifi, with tea 
and coffee

• “Diverse places locals and visitors can gather 
and meet”

• Responses also included an interest 
for outdoor facilities and activities, and 
landscaping: Landscaping Community 
Gardens, Canopy Trees, Seating, External 
activities (Chess Board, Gym).

When asked where this space would be best 
place the overwhelming responses were in the 
centre of town or the silos precinct adjacent to 
the lions park.

When asked about services for young people, 
the majority of Responses included places to play, 
outdoor activities and sports infrastructure:

• Skate park, Climbing walls, Gyms, Playground
• “play or hang out spaces for older youths 

with interactive activities, equipment and cool 
places to hang out”

A frequent response also included services 
including consults, Drop in Centres, Access to 
Councillors.

When considering connectivity within the 
town, improving pedestrian access on main 
street was a overwhelming response:

• “Main Street has no pedestrian crossing and 
is a hazard to young and elderly”

A majority of responses also suggested 
infrastructure support for pedestrian & cyclist 
movement / activities should be considered

The highest interest for potential sustainable 
development suggestions included:

• Development of an arts precinct around the 
silos

• Development of a sports precinct at Barkly 
Park

• Improving pedestrian access around town
• Development of underutilised buildings in 

Rutherglen

Other frequent suggestions included:

• Remove trucks and slow down traffic along 
Main Street

• Improving landscaping; More mature canopy 
trees, improve fences, street furniture and the 
beautification of main street

• Lighting up the wine bottle
• A dog park in town

Urban Forest
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Theme Based Findings

“There is a real 
opportunity to 
create extra 
events around 
cycling (and 
not just cycling 
between 
vineyards) and 
kayaking on the 
Murray / Lake 
Moodemere”

Tourism Opportunities When asked about the places of interest for 
Rutherglen visitors, the overwhelming response 
was that Wineries, Cellar doors and Restaurants 
would be a highlight. 

When considering what might attract more 
visitors, major responses included:

• Large Community Events & Entertainment - 
spread throughout the year

• Family Centred Activities / Infrastructure - 
Playgrounds, Kids Events

• Accommodation Options
• Promotion & Marketing
• “More accommodation and better advertising 

of Rutherglen”

When asked about other food and beverage 
offerings or micro experiences Rutherglen 
could capitalise on, Majority of responses 
included a brewery and farm gate produce, 
capitialising on Rutherglen fine food.

Other products in Rutherglen considered 
worth celebrating included:

• Local food producers 
“seasonal experiences like the burning of the 
paddocks, grape harvest time”

• Historical Stories - Gold, Settlement, Museum 
closed

• Natural Surrounds - Murray River, Lake 
Moodemere 
“We need to make more of natural attractions 
including river access, bird life, etc”

When asked about types of events people 
would like to see, majority of results included:

• Food & Wine festivals
• Outdoor Recreation Activities / Events
• Music Events / Performances

The highest interest for potential tourism 
opportunity suggestions included:

• More small scale events/ micro experiences 
that are targeted at local residents

• Invigorate the night time economy
• Mapping walking tours of Rutherglen

In regards to overnight accommodation, 
suggestions included improving caravan park and 
RV facilities (including long vehicle parking and 
dump point) to promote Rutherglen as a caravan 
friendly destination.

Other frequent suggestions included:

• Capitalising on Nature tourism opportunities 
and rail trail: 
“There is a real opportunity to create extra 
events around cycling (and not just cycling 
between vineyards) and kayaking on the 
Murray / Lake Moodemere” 
“Linking the rail trail through Springhurst to 
connect to Bowser would make great cycling 
tourism opportunities. It is huge and has so 
much potential”

• Improving Council / Government Support: 
“Rutherglen is a huge sporting town and the 
Barkly park facilities aren’t good enough for 
all the sports played there, we are way behind 
other indigo shire communities”
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Theme Based Findings

“Develop a hang 
out area at the 
skate park. It’s 
a chill area for 
people to talk 
and skate.”

Social Capital We heard that a lot of young people leave 
Rutherglen after high school. When asked about 
how the town might retain the young people 
key suggestions included:

• Employment opportunities and vocational 
training

• Local higher education opportunities

When asked about spaces or services that 
were missing (across all generations) missing 
in Rutherglen majority responses included:

• Health Services - General Mental and 
Physical/Healthcare 
‘’Medical services are integral to supporting 
any population. Mental health services are in 
short supply”

• Youth spaces
• Sporting infrastructure upgrades

When considering spaces the community would 
utilise the most the overwhelming responses 
included:

• Recreational parks, open spaces and well-
landscaped areas

• Community halls / Meeting spaces

When asked about what the town could do 
to contribute to a better place majority 
responses included:

• Greater support from Indigo Shire Council for 
community growth and development

• Welcoming participation and contributions 
from citizens

• Improving community communications 
“Local ‘what’s on”, “ Better knowledge of 
what is happening around the place”, “Local 
organised meets”

When asked about what would help bringing 
the community together the overwhelming 
response was:

• Having more inclusive community events - 
low key / low entry cost

• “Events that are not costly “, “More family 
social events”, “events for locals and more 
visibility of the various community groups”, 
“Free music concerts. Emergency services 
displays for kids. Pet / animal educational 
days.”, “Sausage sizzles and music.  A real 
community showcase and a way to drum up 
new members/volunteers.”

The highest interest for potential social capital 
suggestions included:

• More youth engagement
• Improved accessibility for disabled and the 

aged in the township
• Connecting Indigo Health North to all of town 

amenities
• Better parking area/ disabled parking near 

showgrounds

When we asked young people what they would 
like to see for Rutherglen key responses included:

• Developing the skate park
• “The skate park is too small”
• “Develop a hang out area at the skate park. It’s 

a chill area for people to talk and skate.”
• Improving the playgrounds/ including 

more active elements such as flying fox / 
trampoline/ tree house

• “extend the park but make sure it’s not just 
little kid stuff” “Rock Climbing Wall” “Upgrade 
the playground to a bigger size and create a 
nature garden”

• Activities for young people to do outside of 
sport, such as arcade/ cinema

• Access to a basketball court that is open at all 
hours

• Improving the football oval and netball courts
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The following Theme based opportunities 
are findings from community engagement, 
analysis from Urban Enterprise and Habitat and 
application of the Urban Amenities framework 
through the lens of the Place Plan themes. 

Opportunities

Sustainable development

Opportunities Potential Projects

• Encourage sustainable population growth, 
supporting the attraction of families, 
lifestyle residents and workers by providing 
suitable housing and providing opportunities 
for existing residents to downsize and age 
in place.

• Encourage an adequate supply of land 
for housing development and consider 
potential mechanisms to facilitate housing 
supply where critical issues exist. This may 
include planning changes/interventions, 
infrastructure delivery, working with 
housing associations and assisting with 
infrastructure requirements. The provision 
of residential land and housing opportunities 
could be undertaken as part of a Structure 
Plan for the town.

• Increase housing diversity, including 
medium density development close to 
township services

• Support and facilitate housing development, 
including rental housing for the working 
population

• Leverage the growth of larger regional 
centres such as Wodonga including by 
- Providing lifestyle residential opportunities; 
- Encouraging regional visitation into 
Rutherglen for tourism, events and 
recreational activities. 
- Leverage higher order service offerings 
(health, education and training, employment, 
retail) in larger centres to support population 
retention and growth. This includes higher 
education and training opportunities for high 
school leavers.

• Support the diversification and value adding 
to the economy to provide local jobs for 
residents, supporting population

Improve community services and amenities to 
support the current and future population, key 
potential projects include:

• Consider future redevelopment / reuse 
opportunities for the Glenview Residential 
Aged care site on High Street once new 
building is complete.

• Increase walkability and pedestrian 
connectivity in the town centre. Increase 
township greening and streetscape 
improvements.

• Connect cycle trails from rail trail to town 
centre, implement cycling paths along main 
street.

Planning scheme with key directions for 
Rutherglen including:
• Ensuring residential development is directed 

towards townships
• Improvement of open space and linkages, 

increasing the attractiveness as a tourism 
destination

• Supporting local jobs. 
• Consolidated development of the town 

centre commercial area
• Provision of serviced industrial land 
• Investigating heavy vehicle deviations
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Opportunities

Town Centre Considerations

Opportunities Potential Projects

• Ensure adequate provision of commercial/
retail and industrial land supply to 
accommodate future business growth. This 
could be reviewed through a Structure Plan 
for the township, which also investigates 
residential land.

• Support further development of the night-
time economy (e.g. business incentives 
to expand outdoor dining opportunities 
within businesses existing premises, 
accommodation developments within town, 
events, public realm improvements).

• Improve linkages between key visitor nodes 
and assets within the town, improving 
existing short walks and creating new 
opportunities for short township walks 
(3 mins – 1 hour). For example, the Wine 
Bottle, Township and Lake King. These links/
walks could leverage the Rutherglen Wine, 
Walk, Cycle investment and also provide 
opportunities for urban greening.

• Enhance the gateways to Rutherglen 
township, incorporating contemporary 
branding/landmark features.

• Encourage new investment into diversifying 
the hospitality base in the township that 
complements the wine industry (e.g. 
brewery/brew pub, distillery, small bistros, 
provedores/delicatessen, family friendly 
dining).

• Continue to enhance and activate Lake King, 
including consideration of the following 
opportunities: 
- Enhance pedestrian links between the 
Town Centre / Main Street and Lake King. 
- Develop a gateway treatment for the Lake 
King area. 
- Enhance commercial / tourism activations 
fronting Lake King. The Bowls Club may 
provide opportunity for this (bistro, bare-foot 
bowls, family friendly activities e.g. mini-golf, 
accommodation).

Improve community services and amenities to 
support the current and future population, key 
potential projects include:

• Consider redevelopment / improvements 
opportunities for the Rutherglen Library / 
Council offices / Memorial Hall building 
including improving and expanding current 
facilities, space for remote working/
study, social and community services, 
community gathering and events, improving 
linkages/interfaces to Rutherglen Park and 
Recreation Reserve, and pedestrian links to 
the Town Centre.

• Enhance the Rutherglen Park and recreation 
reserve in line with the Lake King Landscape 
Plan, including considering exercise 
stations.

• Enhance the Rutherglen Swimming Pool 
for community and visitors, including 
considering play features such as a splash 
park which is supported by the Indigo Shire 
Swimming Pools Development Plan (2020)

• Prepare a masterplan for the Rutherglen 
Showgrounds, considering its use for 
tourism and recreation.

• Enhance the Rutherglen Silos precinct as a 
visitor attraction, considering arts, events, 
passive gatherings, trail head and other 
opportunities.

Tourism Opportunities

Opportunities Potential Projects

• Support growth of the visitor economy to 
underpin new investment opportunities, 
including by: 
-  Supporting planned business investment 
and establishment. 
- Delivering public projects that increase 
visitation, length of stay and visitor 
expenditure (Rutherglen Silos Project, 
Caravan and Camping redevelopment, 
tourism product and events. 
- Place based solutions to encourage 
business investment (lighting /activations, 
events, pedestrian connectivity, outdoor 
dining).

• Continue to promote and deliver a 
program of regional tourism events that 
drive visitation from target audiences and 
in which the township has a key role / 
association.

• Improve the link between Rutherglen’s 
winery brand and the township (public 
activations, landscaping/plantings, 
wayfinding, gateway treatments).

• Increase activation of the night-time 
economy in the township in co-operation 
with traders (accommodation, public 
lighting, night-time multi-media displays, 
attractions within public space, improving 
amenity for outdoor dining spaces).

• Continue to grow visitation from regional 
markets, including by encouraging day 
trip visitation for hospitality and events. 
Encourage accommodation investment 
within and close to the township, including 
re-investment into existing accommodation 
stock and new accommodation 
development targeting key visitor market 
segments. Key Council projects include the 
upgrade and expansion of the Rutherglen 
Caravan Park.

Improve community services and amenities to 
support the current and future population, key 
potential projects include:

• Leverage the planned investment into the 
Rutherglen Wine, Walk, Cycle project by 
reinforcing the township as a base for 
commencement and ending of trips (bike 
hire, e-scooter hire, trail heads, information, 
tours etc).

• Enhance the Rutherglen Caravan Park, 
considering enhancing integrations with 
interfacing assets (Lake King, Rutherglen 
Swimming Pool). 
(Rutherglen Caravan & Tourist Park Draft 
Masterplan currently being undertaken)

• Increase the branding of the town as a wine 
village (e.g. lighting up of the big wine bottle, 
increase walkability, improve wayfinding, 
events, outdoor dining, contemporary 
gateway treatments, vines in Main street, 
township events).
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Opportunities

Social Capital

Opportunities Potential Projects

• Support youth friendly spaces and activities 
that appeal to younger demographics and 
serve to strengthen population attraction 
and retention.

• Investigate the feasibility of establishing a 
co-working / remote working space in the 
town centre to attract tree changers and 
other professionals living in Rutherglen that 
currently work in other regional centres or 
from home. This could be delivered by the 
private sector or considered as part of a 
revamp of the Rutherglen Library / Council 
offices / Memorial Hall building.

• Support training and education 
opportunities to up-skill the local workforce. 
This includes leveraging larger regional 
centres to provide for higher order 
employment and education opportunities, 
as well as capitalising on Government 
initiatives/programs.

Improve community services and amenities to 
support the current and future population, key 
potential projects include:

• Youth active facilities including Skate 
Park redevelopment, Street Basketball 
Court, Playground development (A major 
redevelopment of the existing skate park 
has recently received funding as part of 
funding for local sport and recreation 
projects in the Indigo Shire. The upgraded 
skate park will involve a tripling of the size 
of the existing facility and a number of new 
features will be added, providing a range 
of opportunities for people of all ages and 
abilities.)

• Community Hub that could include 
spaces for intergenerational activity and 
socialisation, family friendly facilities, 
facilities for health and wellbeing, education, 
arts and culture, community participation 
and engagement, and drop in services. 
This hub should be in a central location 
in Rutherglen and accessible to the entire 
community.

• Business Hub facilitating remote working, 
co-working and teaching and learning 
opportunities.
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Destination Based Findings
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Key Destinations

Community engagement identified key locations 
that are areas of interest for the community. 
This included a mapping activity that offered 
the opportunity to provide commentary and 
suggestions on places in Rutherglen, denoting 
areas:
• That you gather
• You enjoy spending time
• You wish were better
• That make Rutherglen special

Community Engagement highlighted key areas of 
interest that should be considered in regards to 
the Place Plan. 

When is a Key destination considered for 
the Place Plan?

For a destination or location to make it into the 
Place Plan they must be:
• A public place or space in Rutherglen
• Accessible by the entire community 
• Identified as a significant destination by the 

community
• Has identifiable potential for improved 

community uses
• With improvement or enhancement could add 

to the visitor (and local) experience
• With improvement or enhancement could 

form part of a coherent place strategy

The following pages describe what we have 
heard from the community for each of these 
destinations, including the importance of place, 
thoughts and suggestions.

01 Showgrounds

02 Lake King and Apex Park

03 Barkly Park

04 Main Street

05 Memorial Hall and Library

06 Silos Precinct

07
Lake Moodemere and 
Surrounds

09 Swimming Pool Precinct

10
Hopetoun Road/ Wine Bottle 
area

11 Rutherglen Gateways

12 Golf Club
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Destination Based Findings

Showgrounds

Why are Showgrounds important to 
Rutherglen?

The showgrounds hosts a number of user groups 
including sporting groups; badminton, cricket, 
tennis and little athletics. Henderson Pavilion is 
also a key location for larger shows like the wine 
show and agricultural show. The Pavilion and 
grounds are considered in need of maintenance 
and repair, as well as better resourcing.

General thoughts about Showgrounds

“Spend some money to upgrade 
this fantastic pavilion and continue 
its use for many local groups into 
the future”

Suggestions from the community for 
Showgrounds

• Potential to create a sporting precinct and 
redevelop the cricket oval/ football oval (many 
clubs could cumulate in one area: golf, tennis, 
cricket, football, little aths, bowls)

• Potential for Showgrounds hall and office 
could be turned into destination for clubs and 
groups to meet

• Grandstands/ clubrooms could transform this 
location into a premier sports ground

• Refurbish Henderson pavilion to become a 
premier events space
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Destination Based Findings

Lake King and Surrounds Apex Park

Why is Lake King important to Rutherglen?

Lake King is considered a place to meet friends 
(at park) with wetland walking tracks appealing 
to walk along. The community consider the lake a 
great asset to have in the town. 

The Tommy McRae Tribute provides a focus 
for the community to appreciate his story and 
to acknowledge First Nations’ presence. The 
bowling club is considered a place that the 
community enjoys.

General thoughts about Lake King and 
surrounds

Lake King is loved by the town but expectations 
were not met by the upgrade. The path is 
appreciated, however comments regarding the 
lake depth, maintenance and completion describe 
the upgrade as underwhelming.

“Lake King is no more than a 
swamp. Stagnant and uninviting. 
The idea and surrounding areas 
are going in the right direction but 
it needs to be able to hold much 
more water, better drainage and 
better upkeep of the area.”

Suggestions from the community for Lake 
King and surrounds

• Improve upkeep and weed irradiation
• Develop accommodation from the 

showgrounds through to the lake

Why is Apex Park important to Rutherglen?

Apex Park is the home to the playground and 
skate park in Rutherglen. It is a destination 
for families and connected to the Lake King 
wetlands. Barbecue facilities and the caravan 
Park are adjacent to the park.

General thoughts about Apex Park

The Skate Park and Playground are key areas for 
young people and families to spend time, however 
both are considered too small, or with not enough 
elements to be optimal activity spaces.

“Extend the park but make sure it’s 
not just little kid stuff” 

“Develop a hang out area at the 
skate park. It’s a chill area for 
people to talk and skate.”

Suggestions from the community for Apex 
Park

• Improve the skate park to include more 
levels of difficulty, as well as potentially 
implementing a pump track for BMX

• Create a shaded hang out spot for young 
people next to the skate park

• Extend the Park to include more active 
elements to target a wide age bracket
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Destination Based Findings

Barkly Park

Why is Barkly Park important to 
Rutherglen?

Barkly Park is a great meeting ground for children, 
families and sports clubs. The grounds are 
considered a key part of the town, and is a place 
for visitors and town community alike. Barkly 
Park has the potential to be a thriving sports 
precinct, however the buildings and grounds are 
considered tired and in need of development.

General thoughts about Barkly Park and 
surrounds

“What an amazing opportunity lies 
here for the town of Rutherglen. A 
community ‘hub’, a place where 
most of the town gathers on a 
Saturday and Sunday in both 
Winter and Summer.”

“Sport and recreation builds 
stronger, healthier, happier and 
safer communities. Our current 
infrastructure is inadequate & 
unsafe, impacting the participation 
& development of children, 
young people & adults in sport & 
recreation”

Suggestions from the community for 
Barkly Park and surrounds

• Upgrade netball courts 
• Upgrade to clubrooms and facilities 

(including female friendly facilities and 
change rooms)

• Incorporating community facilities: e.g. a 
Gym, better playground, building upgrade 
to include conference centres or function 
spaces

• Gym that caters to more age groups
• Footpath and land landscaping towards 

Barkly Park from town
• Tree lining street as entrance to Barkly 

Park
• Connection to Barkly Park from Rail Trail
• Addition of fenced off leash dog park
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Destination Based Findings

Main Street

Why is Main Street important to 
Rutherglen?

Main Street is the heart of the town and is 
considered a prime spot to spend time across the 
many hospitality and retail options. The Victoria 
Hotel is considered a landmark. 

General thoughts about Main Street

“Semi trailers and heavy vehicles 
traveling through an already 
narrow and congested Main Street 
are a safety hazard and an eye-
sore.”

“The Portals in various locations 
give historical background and 
provide art pieces that enhance 
the street scape.”

Suggestions from the community for Main 
Street

• Gollings Square is underutilized and in need of 
revitalisation.

• Create a bypass for trucks to remove from 
main street

• Provide more parking  options (overflow on 
weekends) 

• Grapevine planting along main street
• Sculpture and public art trail along main street 
• Bike lanes along main street
• Diversify retail options
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Destination Based Findings

Memorial Hall & Library

Why is Memorial Hall & Library important 
to Rutherglen?

The Library is considered to be part of a potential 
precinct (Swimming Pool, Skate Park, Apex 
Park, Caravan Park) and contained within one 
of Rutherglen’s beautiful historic buildings. The 
building acts as a shire hall for public events.

General thoughts about Memorial Hall & 
Library

“Memorial Hall needs to be more 
affordable to use. Hiring of Hall 
is too expensive for local dance 
troupes and sporting bodies”

Suggestions from the community for 
Memorial Hall & Library

• Removal or improve shed bordering council 
park as It considered a public safety hazard

• Retaining the gardens and furthering the 
landscaping

• More affordable hiring options
• Revitalising building to accommodate co-

working and small business start up space
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Destination Based Findings

Silos Precinct

Why is the Silos Precinct important to 
Rutherglen?

The silos are considered a significant location 
for development in Rutherglen and offer a 
huge potential to be developed into a central 
community precinct. The silos are connected to 
the senior citizens building and lions park.

General thoughts about Silos Precinct

“The (future) development needs 
to be something that out of 
Towner’s would come to because 
it would offer something fun, safe 
and aesthetically stunning.”

“Massive opportunity to utilise 
this open space. It is so close to 
the town centre and next to the 
walking trail.”

Suggestions from the community for 
Silos Precinct

• Small hub for food vans, markets
• Decorate silos, or allow for projections/ 

art installations
• Opportunity to build social license 

with the broader creative community, 
including develop the area into an arts 
precinct with adjacent artists studios

• Opportunity to join the silo art trail
• Landscaping around silos, as well as 

extending and developing outdoor areas 
around the precinct

• Addition of community garden and play 
area

• Wet area around silos for children to play
• Could develop the adjacent building 

(senior citizens) into a hub not only 
for senior activities but teen events, 
social support and educational/ cultural 
activities

• Conservation of the rail way station 
building

• Potential dump point for RV’s
• Connect to Rail Trail Head, Cycle Hub, 

and RWE/RVIC
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Destination Based Findings

Lake Moodemere & surrounds

Why is Moodemere important to 
Rutherglen?

Moodemere is considered a hidden gem in the 
region, and is utilised for water activities including 
rowing, bird life and river camping. 

The walking trail from Wahgunyah to Lake 
Moodemere is described as exceptional, with 
other highlights including Sunday Creek and 
Pfeiffer’s Bridge

General thoughts about Lake Moodemere 
and surrounds

“Lake Moodemere has scope to be 
much better utilised by a greater 
range of users”

Suggestions from the community for Lake 
Moodemere and surrounds

• Opportunity to be more connected to town via 
bike/walk trails: It would be great to make a 
return loop back to Rutherglen 

• Public Toilets within walking distance
• More information and sign boards about the 

First Nations people and the significance of 
the river and Lake Moodemere to them.

• Continue work on Anderson road- great 
opportunity to develop bike and walking trails.
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Destination Based Findings

Swimming Pool Precinct

Why is the Swimming Pool important to 
Rutherglen?

The Swimming pool is considered a beautiful 
public pool, with early morning swimming 
fantastic for the ageing population. Gardens 
adjacent to the pool are also considered 
important to this area.

General thoughts about Showgrounds

“In the past, the clubrooms 
have served our club and the 
community in many ways by 
holding committee meetings, 
social gatherings, presentation 
nights, temporary kinder facilities, 
and for the Primary and High 
School swim carnivals.”

Suggestions from the community for the 
Swimming Pool Precinct

• Improving landscaping around the site
• Fix the clubrooms at the rear of the pool to 

allow utilisation by groups other than the 
swimming club

• Continue diverse programming 
• Splash Park adjacent to pool
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Hopetoun Road / Wine Bottle Area

Why is the Hopetoun Road / Wine Bottle 
Area important to Rutherglen?

The wine bottle is considered a significant 
landmark for the town and a distinctive icon when 
entering Rutherglen from the North West.

General thoughts about Hopetoun Road / 
Wine Bottle Area

“The (wine bottle is the) heart of 
our town.”

“The trees along this section of 
Hopetoun Rd are on their last legs 
and need replacing, preferably 
with native trees.”

Suggestions from the community for 
Hopetoun Road / Wine Bottle Area

• Connect to the town and the Silos Precinct 
through Wine Bottle activation

• Toilet block needed this side of town
• More tree planting along this major street- 

potential for a wildlife corridor
• Light up wine bottle
• Planting of native and exotic trees and shrubs 

to bring wild life and shade and connecting 
green trail to town

• Extending walking/ bike track to Gold Battery
• Beautify the road between the Murray Valley 

Highway and the Wine Bottle
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Destination Based Findings

Cycling trails

Why are Cycling trails important to 
Rutherglen?

The cycling trails are considered unique and key 
part of outdoor Rutherglen.

General thoughts about Cycling trails

“The trees along the rail trail will 
look amazing in the years to come 
when they are big and tall.”

Suggestions from the community for the 
Cycling trails

• Beautify the road (connection) to Chiltern and 
Wooragee through indigenous ecology

• Create a return loop from Wahgunyah to Lake 
Moodemere to Rutherglen

• Create link in the South Eastern section of the 
Murray to the Mountains bike trail

• Improve finishing of the rail trail towards 
Wahgunyah 

• Link Rail trail to Barkly Park
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Rutherglen Gateways

Why are Gateways important to 
Rutherglen?

The gateways (South East Gateway/ North East 
Gateway) are the entrance to town and provide 
the first impression of Rutherglen

General thoughts about Showgrounds

“Entrance to town needs to be 
improved as most tourists would 
arrive via the highway.”

Suggestions from the community for the 
Gateways

• Vibrant town entry signage that aesthetically 
represents Rutherglen’s brand

• Exciting and tasteful signage to indicate to 
visitors that they have arrived

• Event signage for all levels of community 
activations, as well as promotion of events 
and activities

• Further tree planting
• Implement Public Art

Destination Based Findings

Rutherglen Park and Golf Club

Why is the Rutherglen Park and Golf Club 
important to Rutherglen?

Rutherglen Park and the Golf course is considered 
a substantial park area that includes the golf club 
and also the emergency assembly point for the 
primary school and High School.

General thoughts about Rutherglen Park 
and Golf Club

“Rutherglen park is under utilized, 
as it is our safe haven for the town 
in an emergency.”

“The quality of the course could 
be greatly improved with more 
investment.”

Suggestions from the community for 
Rutherglen Park and the Golf Club

• More support from the Shire to maintain 
these park lands

• Upgrade the deteriorating irrigation/sprinkler 
system of the golf course
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Destination Based Opportunities

The following Key findings and opportunities 
and challenges are findings from community 
engagement, analysis from Urban Enterprise and 
Habitat and application of the Urban Amenities 
framework through the lens of the Place Plan 
themes. 

The relevance of the destination to the Key 
Actions as the culmination of this document is 
listed.

Showgrounds

Key Findings Opportunities

Potential to create a precinct that facilitates 
indoor sports, events and large scale shows 
in Rutherglen with development of supporting 
infrastructure and facilities

Events destination

The Showgrounds precinct could be turned into 
a destination for clubs and groups to meet, and 
a premier events space, with a refurbishment of 
Henderson Pavilion to include meeting spaces 
and offices. This would involve branding and 
promoting the space as a lifestyle destination 
for events, indoor sports and activities. 

Enhancing existing facilities

Showgrounds and Henderson Pavilion hosts 
a number of user groups, as well as events 
however require enhancements for optimal 
future use. This includes resurfacing the floor 
of the pavilion for use by sports groups, and 
potentially implementing stands and club rooms 
as part of the precinct. There is a potential to 
increase user groups with improvement to 
existing facilities

Challenges

Core sports groups are dispersed across the 
show grounds and Barkly Park, limiting potential 
for major sports precinct

See Action:

• Improve signage, communication, and 
wayfinding in Rutherglen

• Masterplan for showgrounds
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Lake King/ Apex Park 

Key Findings Opportunities

Youth Precinct

We have heard that Rutherglen is missing 
places for young people to gather; we have 
heard from young people that they would like 
better spaces for activities, to hang out, and to 
improve/ upgrade existing facilities including 
the skate park and playground. We have also 
heard that especially young people would like 
sports or active facilities that are open to the 
public such as a street basketball court or rock 
climbing wall.

Enhancing Natural Assets

Continue to activate and enhance Lake King, 
including consideration of the following 
opportunities:
• Enhance pedestrian links between the Town 

Centre and Lake King area
• Develop a gateway treatment for the Lake 

King Area
• Enhance commercial and tourism 

activations fronting Lake King, including the 
bowls club

• Strengthen relationship between interfacing 
assets including Caravan Park

Link to Caravan Park

Draft Caravan Park Masterplan for Rutherglen is 
currently in progress which involves developing 
the interface and connectivity between Lake 
King

Opportunity to create a thriving outdoor activity 
hub for young people and families to meet and 
spend time. 
1. Improve the skate park: 

- The skate park is currently not large 
enough to host many people, and needs 
more levels of difficulty 
- Incorporate different elements and 
obstacles to provide continued progression 
for beginners and experienced users. 
- Introduce pump track for bike users and 
BMX (This is currently part of the Rutherglen 
Skate Park upgrade) 

2. Improve and upgrade playground 
- Introduce play for older youth such as 
trampoline or rock climbing 
- Introduce more active play options as well 
as softer surfaces

3. Possible best location for basketball court 
- Introduce Basketball court and small 
amphitheatre/ spectator stand 

4. Provide shelter 
- Ensure Shade is available (trees or pavilion) 
- Introduce water fountain

Challenges

The Lake King Development, while providing 
better amenities are not meeting expectations 
in the upgrade. Need to re-invigorate the love for 
this town asset.

See Action:

• Improve signage, communication, and 
wayfinding in Rutherglen

• Continued development of Lake King 
Precinct

• Active Youth Precinct at Apex Park

Barkly Park

Key Findings Opportunities

User and Community Facilities

Clubrooms and facilities are considered in poor 
condition and require upgrades to be inclusive 
and safe. Suitable change rooms and facilities 
are also required for netball teams and women’s 
AFL teams. Visitor experiences such as 
spectator facilities and children’s play areas are 
also considered in need of an upgrade.

Netball courts are in need of repair and are 
currently considered dangerous to play on

(Barkly Park Master Plan is currently under 
development)

Community Opportunities

• Opportunity for an improved community 
gym at Barkly Park that offers facilities for 
intergenerational use

• Opportunity to provide space for other 
health and wellness groups, activating 
Barkly Park outside of game and training 
hours

Barkly Park Gate Way

• Opportunity to improve connection from 
town, including tree lining the streets and 
improving pedestrian passageways

• Opportunity to provide a connection to the 
Rail Trail

• Improve vehicular access (i.e. Gravel road 
into Barkly Park)

Challenges

Core sports groups are dispersed across the 
show grounds and Barkly Park, limiting potential 
for major sports precinct

See Action:

• Connectivity through Rutherglen
• Barkly Park Sporting Precinct

Destination Based Opportunities
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Silos and Surrounding

Key Findings Opportunities

Intergenerational Spaces
Senior Citizens building has a great position 
in terms of adjacencies to Lions and Park 
and future silos precinct but is currently only 
occupied by one user group: potential to 
develop into a hub for intergenerational activity 
and events, social support, educational and 
cultural activities

Enhance silos precinct as a visitor 
attraction
• Create an arts destination; including 

addition to silos trail and beautification of 
silos

• Transform for outdoor events and passive 
gatherings

• Cycling trail head destination

Develop outdoor facilities
Community Interest in outdoor facilities and 
activities, landscaping including community 
gardens, outdoor chessboard, outdoor seating 
and canopy trees

Potential to utilise the silos to create a thriving 
outdoor precinct:
• Outdoor Spaces and landscaping for 

meeting, families, outdoor activity
• Projections and micro cinema
• Potential for pop up eateries and events
• Outdoor events space to fulfill demand for 

more local and family orientated social 
events

Development of the senior citizens building into 
an intergenerational hub:
• Demand for space for young people to hang 

out
• Informal meeting spaces
• Potential to include drop in services
• Extend the arts precinct
• Family friendly facilities
• Skill sharing

Challenges

Need to expand township tourism experiences 
and activities aligning to key target markets

See Action:

• Town Greening
• Diversifying events
• Branding of the Town (as a wine village or 

otherwise)
• Existing Infrastructure Audit
• Silos Art Precinct

Main Street

Key Findings Opportunities

Prioritise pedestrians: 
• Pedestrian crossing on Main Street
• Improve quality of footpaths and add 

footpaths to Major pedestrian routes
• Better connectivity through the heart 

of town: i.e. Connect rail to Rutherglen 
destinations 

• Slow down traffic on Main Street

Improve wayfinding and connectivity:
• Improve signage and direction form the 

heart of town- parks and other destinations 
are out of sight from main street

• Addition of bike paths along the street and 
connected to Rail trail

Develop underutilised buildings

Improve linkages between key visitor 
nodes and town destinations
• Improve existing short walks and create 

new short township walks (i.e. Wine Bottle- 
Township- Lake King)

Increase night time activation
• Public lighting
• Night time multi-media displays
• Attractions in public space
• Improve amenities for night time outdoor 

dining

Encourage new investment into 
diversifying hospitality base that 
compliments wine industry
• Brewery/ Pub, distillery, small bistros etc

• Potential for lane-way conversion to connect 
Rail trail and parks to main street

• Develop footpaths, cycle paths and 
connections throughout Rutherglen

• Branding opportunity for signage and 
wayfinding through Rutherglen

• Grapevine planting along Main Street to 
assist with shading and sound

• Improve existing footpaths for accessibility 
throughout Rutherglen

• Activation through night time activity
• Introduction and support for diverse retail 

and hospitality

Challenges

• Heavy traffic and trucks along Main Street 
impact activation, amenity and opportunities 
for outdoor dining and need to be factored 
in consideration of safety and noise

• Limited night time activation within 
township, including a need to grow and 
diversify town dining options

See Action:

• Improve signage, communication, and 
wayfinding in Rutherglen

• Town greening
• Branding of the Town
• Pedestrian focus on Main Street
• Heritage Review
• Connectivity through Rutherglen
• Existing Infrastructure Audit

Destination Based Opportunities



October 2022 | Indigo Shire Council 8988

What have we found out? 

Rutherglen Place Plan | Draft

Destination Based Opportunities

Memorial Hall & Library

Opportunities • Improve and expand 
current facilities to create 
a space in Rutherglen to 
encourage remote working, 
co-working, de-centralisation 
opportunities for metro 
organisations and studying. 

• Enhancements to existing 
facilities for business and 
community use including to 
include meeting rooms and 
wifi

• Improve interface and 
connection to town, including 
footpaths and landscaping 
as well as marketing and 
promotion as business hub

See Action • Pedestrian Focus
• Existing Infrastructure Audit
• Business Hub

Lake Moodemere & surrounds
Opportunities • Improve connection to town 

with Walking and Biking Trails
• Public Toilets within walking 

distance
• More information and sign 

boards about the First 
Nations people and the 
significance of the river and 
Lake Moodemere

See Action • Improve signage, 
communication, and 
wayfinding in Rutherglen

• Connectivity In Rutherglen

Swimming Pool
Opportunities • Improve swimming pool 

for visitor and community 
including: 
- Play features such as splash 
park/ slide/ inflatable obstacle 
course 
- Enhance the change 
rooms to be all inclusive and 
potential for public access 

• Enhance interface with 
surrounding precincts 
(including landscaping) 

See Action • Swimming Pool Precinct

Hopetoun Road / Wine Bottle Area

Opportunities • Light Up wine bottle as a 
destination piece and icon in 
the evenings

• Consider amenities such 
as public toilets and water 
fountains to enhance 
visitation

• Connectivity to town through 
implementation of urban 
forest (tree planting through 
to Main Street)

See Action • Town greening through tree 
planting and native garden 
planting

• Branding of the Town (as a 
wine village or otherwise)

Cycling trails
Opportunities • Link Rail trail to other key 

destinations within the town
• Planting along trail and 

recognition of indigenous 
ecology

• Continue to improve linkages 
of the trail

• Ensure trails can be 
experienced by pedestrians, 
and elevate nature-based 
activation including 
landscapes and waterways

See Action • Connectivity through 
Rutherglen

Rutherglen Gateways
Opportunities • Enhance gateways by 

incorporating contemporary 
branding and landmark 
features

See Action • Improve signage, 
communication, and 
wayfinding in Rutherglen

• Branding of the Town (as a 
wine village or otherwise)

Rutherglen Park and Golf Club
Opportunities • Support to maintain parkland 

and introduce landscaping 
and native plating (Park Lands 
developed as a community 
asset) 

• Develop as an extension 
of showgrounds precinct 
including connectivity to Park 
Lands

See Action • Existing Infrastructure Audit
• Town Greening
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Actions Overview

Action Time Frame

Time Frame Action

Short Term (0-2 Years) Enhance signage and communication to 
improve township identity

Town Greening

Best Location for Dog Park

Diversifying events

Connecting town identity to place

Pedestrian Focus on Main Street

Think Green

Active Youth Precinct at Apex Park

Medium Term Goals (2-5 Years) Continued development of Lake King Precinct

Masterplan for showgrounds

Business Hub

Open Space and Connectivity 

Existing Infrastructure Audit

Heritage Review

Distant Goals (5-10 Years) Business Growth

Barkly Park Sporting Precinct

Silos Art Precinct

Swimming Pool Precinct

Long Term Goals (10-30 Years) Central Community Hub

Sustainable growth 
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Short Term Goals (0-2 Years)

Action Description

Enhance signage and 
communication to improve 
township identity

Undertake a signage and way finding study to connect sites of interest 
and township wayfinding in Rutherglen through cohesive signing and 
communication as well as celebrating local historical influence and 
Indigenous history.

• Sign posting places of interest
• Information about community, including what’s on, and a map 

of Rutherglen highlighting places of interest in a central location 
(possibly Gollins square)

• Highlighting and celebrating historical influence and indigenous 
history

• Indigenous recognition in improved signage across the township

Town Greening Identify opportunities to enhance township greening, and improve 
Rutherglen streetscapes

• Grapevine planting along main street for shade and to create a 
barrier between traffic

• Tree planting for shade along pedestrian thoroughfares
• Implementation of Urban forest with a potential location of planting 

from Town Heart to Wine Bottle

Best Location for Dog Park Developing a scope and finding a best location for off leash dog park 
within the Rutherglen township

• Develop the scope and consult with community regarding the 
location of a Rutherglen Off Leash Dog Park

• Finding a best location for off leash dog park within the Rutherglen 
township (Promising adjacencies next to Barkly Park)

Actions Matrix

Short Term Goals (0-2 Years)

Action Description

Diversifying events Program of events that are community and family focused, as well as 
micro experiences featuring local producers and artisans

• Inclusive community events, family focused events
• Event/ festival celebrating local producers and artisans outside of 

the wineries
• Micro experiences targeted to local residents

Connecting town identity 
to place

Connection of product to place, celebrating Rutherglen community and 
Rutherglen product

• Light up the wine bottle (towns iconic landmark)
• Vine Planting through main street
• Strengthen Rutherglen identity
• Improve wayfinding through town
• Enhance gateways by incorporating contemporary branding and 

landmark features
• Diversifying marketing of Rutherglen beyond wine (celebrating 

other producers, artisans and businesses)

Pedestrian Focus on Main 
Street

Improve pedestrian quality and access on Main street

• Implementing a pedestrian crossing on main street
• Improving quality of footpaths and accessibility on Main Street for 

wheelchair and mobility scooters
• Increase walkability and pedestrian connectivity in Town Centre
• Planning policy and direction for Rutherglen should encourage 

active transport within the town, not just as recreation but a 
legitimate form of transport. This includes walking, cycling, and 
micro-mobility such as e-bikes and scooters
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Short Term Goals (0-2 Years)

Action Description

Think Green Introduce development standards that are community and 
sustainability focused, and Initiatives that encourage sustainable 
practices for businesses and developers

• Initiatives that encourage sustainable practices for businesses and 
developers in Rutherglen

• Introduce development standards that are community and 
sustainability focused 

Active Youth Precinct at 
Apex Park

Note: Skate Park re-
development is about to be 
underway at Apex Park

Develop a thriving youth active precinct in Rutherglen that captures all 
ages, is accessible and inviting to families and visitors.

(A Rutherglen Skate Park Upgrade at Apex Park is currently underway)

Redevelopment of the skate park:
• Redevelopment of Skate Park to include more levels of difficulty 
• Incorporate different elements and obstacles to provide continued 

progression for beginners and experienced users.
•  Introduce pump track for bike users and BMX

Redevelopment of Playground:
• Introduce play for older youth such as trampoline or rock climbing
• Introduce all abilities play system
• Introduce more active play options as well as softer surfaces

Possible best location for street basketball court:
• Introduce outdoor Basketball court and small amphitheatre/ 

spectator stand 
• Introduce water fountain and shading from trees or pavilion
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Medium Term Goals (2-5 Years)

Action Description

Continued development of 
Lake King Precinct

Continue developing Lake King to ensure its success as a community 
asset

• Enhance Pedestrian links between town centre, Main Street and 
Lake King

• Gateway treatment to Lake King and Apex Park
• Enhance commercial and tourism activations including leveraging 

the bowls club and surrounding Apex Park 

Business Hub 

(Undertake combined 
community, business and 
innovation Hub Feasibility 
study)

There are redevelopment and improvement opportunities for 
Rutherglen Library and Memorial Hall to improve and expand current 
facilities and facilitate space for remote working and studying. 
Potential for the development to promote digital connectivity and 
learning, enables industry and business growth, facilitate economic 
development through infrastructure and program and Promote a 
contemporary and accessible library through the redevelopment of the 
existing library.

This development could include:
• Creating a space in Rutherglen for co-working, meeting rooms 

and wifi, encouraging remote working opportunities and de-
centralisation opportunities for metro organisations

• Space for skill sharing
• Spaces for community gathering and events
• Improving linkages and interfaces to Rutherglen Park and 

Recreation Reserve, as well as pedestrian links to town centre.
 
Recommendation:
• Develop a Strategy investigating feasibility of establishing remote/ 

co-working space to attract tree changers and other professionals 
living in Rutherglen that currently work in regional centres. This 
Could be delivered by the private sector.

• Look for business, industry and education partnership 
opportunities

• Look for funding opportunities (State Gov)

Actions Matrix

Medium Term Goals (2-5 Years)

Action Description

Masterplan for 
showgrounds

Consider how the showgrounds could be best utilised for the community 
and visitors

• Create Masterplan considering use for tourism and recreation
• Consider options for re-development and revitalisation of Henderson 

Pavilion

Open Space and 
Connectivity 

(Develop a connectivity and 
open space masterplan for 
Rutherglen)

Improving open spaces, streetscapes and linkages for pedestrians and 
cyclists in Rutherglen, as well as identifying locations for Wayfinding, 
Information and Interpretive signage

• Connecting Rail Trail to other key destinations in Rutherglen
• Develop cycle paths and connections through Rutherglen
• Possible laneway conversions for cyclists and pedestrians to link Main 

Street to parks and other destinations
• Improving quality of footpaths and accessibility across the township for 

wheelchair and mobility scooters 
• Implementing Footpaths in Major Pedestrian Routes that currently do 

not have footpaths
• Locations for wayfinding, information and interpretive signage through 

Rutherglen 
• Play spaces and interventions that encourage activity along connective 

route
• Connecting community assets including Schools
• Planning policy and direction for Rutherglen should encourage active 

transport within the town, not just as recreation but a legitimate form 
of transport. This includes walking, cycling, and micromobility such as 
e-bikes and scooters.

• Look for funding opportunities (State Gov)
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Medium Term Goals (2-5 Years)

Action Description

Existing Infrastructure 
Audit

Audit existing buildings, facilities and infrastructure to devise a plan to 
best utilise existing spaces in Rutherglen

• Develop utilisation plan for underutilised/ unused buildings and 
facilities in the Rutherglen Township

• Develop a plan to “beautify” underutilised/ unused buildings and 
facilities in the Rutherglen Township

• Consider future development/ re-use opportunities for Glen View 
Aged care site once the new building is complete.

Heritage Review Updating and presenting Heritage Guidelines for the township, to 
ensure new development continues to celebrate and respect the 
heritage character of Rutherglen

• The existing heritage context of Rutherglen is well defined and 
should be reviewed to ensure that it continues to provide adequate 
recommendations and protections for key sites. 

• New development should continue to celebrate and respect the 
heritage character of Rutherglen by encouraging contemporary 
development that is sympathetic and contextual in scale, form and 
materiality.

• Consideration should be given to updating and presenting Heritage 
Guidelines for the township, focussing on items such as colour 
schemes, built form, public domain and design and key attributes 
for the town.

• Updated Heritage guidelines should ensure that both new 
businesses and developers of infill sites are not discouraged.
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Distant Term Goals (5-10 Years)

Action Description

Business Growth Consider ways to facilitate growth for business in Rutherglen and 
support local jobs

• Develop a Structure Plan for township 
- Ensure adequate provision of commercial, retail and industrial 
land supply to accommodate future business growth (including 
investigation into residential land) 
- Opportunities within the township to capitalise on the tourism 
offerings by increasing and encouraging use of the commercial 
centre for food and drink premises and boutique accommodation. 
These experiences can be tailored with specific regard to the 
heritage context and also to reuse existing heritage buildings.

• Implementation of a business starter coordinator role in council to 
assist traders and development along main street

• Support development of night time economy with incentives to 
expand outdoor dining opportunities within businesses existing 
premises

• Consolidate town centre as a commercial area

Barkly Park Sporting 
Precinct

Note: 
Barkly Park Master 
Plan is currently under 
development

Develop sporting precinct anchored by Barkly Park that captures 
the needs of the user groups, and becomes an asset for the wider 
community

• Establish priorities for conservation, refurbishment, re-purposing 
or replacement of buildings, structures, sports fields, courts, 
amenities and landscaping elements including: 
- Upgrade to netball courts  
- Upgrade to clubrooms and facilities (including Female friendly 
facilities and change rooms)

• Implementation of a Gym that caters to a large range of age 
groups

• Develop footpath and land landscaping towards Barkly Park from 
town

• Tree Lining street as entrance to Barkly Park
• Connection to Barkly Park from Rail Trail
• Incorporating Community facilities: e.g. a Gym, playground, 

building upgrade to include conference centres or function space
• Inclusion of better spectator facilities, children’s play areas, parking

Actions Matrix

Distant Term Goals (5-10 Years)

Action Description

Silos Art Precinct

Note:
Rutherglen Silo Precinct 
Project business case and 
concept design is currently 
under development

Utilise the silos to anchor a thriving outdoor and arts precinct

• Potential for pop up eateries and events including developing a small 
hub for food vans, markets

• Decorate silos, or allow for projections/ art installations
• Landscaping around silos, Extending and developing outdoor areas 

around the precinct
• Wet area around silos for children to play
• Develop into an arts precinct with adjacent artists studios
• Join the silo art trail
• Addition of community garden and play area
• Outdoor events space to fulfill demand for more local and family 

orientated social events 
• Could develop the adjacent building (senior citizens) into a hub not only 

for senior activities but teen events, social; support and educational/ 
cultural activities.

Swimming Pool Consider opportunities that could enhance this important town asset

• Improve swimming pool for visitor and community including: 
- Play features such as splash park/ slide/ inflatable obstacle course 
- Re-develop change rooms with potential for public access

• Enhance interface with surrounding precincts (including landscaping)
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Long Term Goals (10-30 Years)

Action Description

Central Community Hub Developing a Central Community Hub in Rutherglen that:

Captures the entire community 

• Develop a Masterplan for types of spaces required to suit 
communities needs and desires, as well as investigating funding 
streams and opportunities, and partnership opportunities

• Community consultation to ensure the Hub is a reflection of the 
Rutherglen community 

From what we have heard to date from the community, the Hub should 
include:
• Support for intergenerational learning and engage young people in 

learning as well as skill sharing
• Promotes digital connectivity and digital literacy
• Support for arts and culture in an accessible manner 
• Support for a multitude of community groups through providing 

multi use facility 
• Informal meeting spaces
• Drop in services

Hub offers a unique local experience

• Develop highly usable visitor experience that can embody 
multitude of functions, with the possible inclusions of; education 
and learning facilities, a possible display hub to showcase local 
artisans and makers, offer a number of community support 
functions, entertainment options which might include including 
having a smaller scaled auditorium operating as a local cinema in 
the evenings.

• Include experiential and immersive activities for families that are 
all-weather and that can be undertaken during the day or evening 

• Possibility to include commercial spaces such as hospitality or 
retail within the hub to ensure financial sustainability 

Is placed to be the heart of the town

• Ensure the Hub in the best possible location to serve the 
community 

• Connectivity and landscaping to ensure that the hub is accessible 
and integrated into the town fabric

• Captures the communities values and celebrates the local 
community 

Actions

Long Term Goals (10-30 Years)

Action Description

Sustainable growth Encourage sustainable population growth in Rutherglen

• Support the attraction of families, lifestyle residents and workers 
by providing suitable housing and providing opportunities for 
existing residents to downsize and age in place.

• Encourage an adequate supply of land for housing development 
and consider potential mechanisms to facilitate housing supply 
where critical issues exist. This may include planning changes/
interventions, infrastructure delivery, working with housing 
associations and assisting with infrastructure requirements. The 
provision of residential land and housing opportunities could be 
undertaken as part of a Structure Plan for the town.

• Increase housing diversity, including medium density development 
close to township services

• Improve community services and amenities to support the future 
population

Consider housing supply and demand

Rutherglen is recognised within planning policy as having substantial 
infill development opportunities, with large areas of land already zoned 
for both conventional and low density residential land. Likewise, the 
urban area is surrounded by a large portion of Rural Activity and Rural 
Living land
There are several options for targeted infill development within the 
township, generally in the form of vacant or underutilised parcels of 
land within established residential areas.

It is considered that the town can provide adequate land supply to 
meet the future needs of the population based on projected population 
growth over at least a 15 year period. The existing Planning Scheme 
provides clear direction on locations where growth should occur

Housing Types

The larger supply of infill housing opportunities should be highlighted 
to assist with delivery of a range of housing types. The diversity of 
housing in Rutherglen has opportunity to expand, with housing stock 
to be developed in a manner that suits the ageing population and other 
segments of the market.
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What is the Place Plan Road Test?

The Rutherglen Place Plan determined a list 
of actions, goals and projects required for 
that would help guide the growth of the town’s 
evolution for the next 30 years. 

The next stage of this Place Plan looked to 
consider the possible implementation of these 
projects as listed in the Place Plan.  

The Road Test comprised of two parts:

Part 1 | Community Engagement 

The first part, another round of community 
engement looking to determine the community’s 
position on these projects and establish a clear 
ranking of priority projects through the Road Test.

This included digital and physical surveys for the 
community to rank actions and key “issues” the 
community has already described in Rutherglen, 
as well as provide further comment on the action 
list. The actions and issues were articulated 
through clear and concise graphics (including 
iconography) with simple descriptors of the 
action project.

Each of the potential projects were categorised 
into short, medium and long term goals, 
determined by an approximate time frame, cost 
and prerequisites that might be required to get 
this project off the ground. For example, a short 
term goal might only require a small piece of 
funding, and limited planning or consultation for it 
to get off the ground, where as a long term project 
might have more complexities, for example 

Place Plan Road Test

requiring significant funding or partnerships, or a 
staged approach for implementation.

The community was then asked to rank the top 5 
projects of importance to them, and comment on 
key focuses for Rutherglen.

Part 2 | Road Testing Project

The Second Part looked to develop a piece of 
advocacy documentation for the projects as 
listed as a priority by the community. 

Based on the engagement data and the 
discussion with the committee the project to be 
“Road Tested” was the Silos Art Precinct Hub.

This would include developiong a concept design 
for this building (redevelopment of existing senior 
citizens building), drawing on the research and 
findings to date from the Indigo Shire Council 
Senior Citizens Review, and the Rutherglen Silos 
Precinct Concept and Business Case Project.
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Have a say about your priority projects for Rutherglen as part of the Place 
Plan!

We have captured what we heard from the last round of community engagement and 

compiled a list of actions, goals and projects that would help guide the growth of the 

town’s evolution for the next 30 years. We would now like to know which of these projects 

is most important to you, so we can look at these projects a bit more closely and establish 

how they might be developed in Rutherglen!

For each of the potential projects, we have established an approximate time frame, cost 

and prerequisites that might be required to get this project off the ground. 

What does this mean:

For example, a short term goal might only require a small piece of funding, and limited 

planning or consultation for it to get off the ground, where as a long term project might 

have more complexities, for example requiring significant funding or partnerships, or a 

staged approach for implementation.

What is the purpose of this survey:

This doesn’t mean the priority should be the quick and easier projects! We would like to 

know a bit more about which projects you would like to see happen the most, and as part 

of the Place Plan we can look at how these projects might be developed in more depth. 

Rutherglen Place Plan | Actions and Projects Overview
Project Key
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Indicates project 
is an upgrade to 

existing

Indicates project 
is a plan or 

strategy

Indicates project 
involves the 

development of a 
“Hub”

Indicates the 
project could 

cost up to $100k

Indicates the 
project could 

cost up to $500k

Indicates amount 
of time required 
for this project

Indicates the 
project could 

cost up to $1m

Indicates the 
project could 
cost over $1m

2

R
utherglen

Road Test “Have Your Say”

A comprehensive actions and project 
overview was issued to community to 
assist in understanding the intention 
of the survey, and the extent of actions 
that would be required to bring these 
projects to fruition. 

Detailed Project Descriptions

Community Engagement
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existing
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“Hub”
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Indicates the 
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Indicates the 
project could 
cost over $1m

Project Key

Time

Rutherglen Place Plan | Project Time and Cost Overview

3

Road Test “Have Your Say”

Simple graphics developed to indicate 
approximate times and costs for each 
project identified in the Place Plan.

Project TIme and Cost Overview

Community Engagement
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Rutherglen Place Plan | Project Focuses

Housing

Community

Business

Sustainability

Activation and 
Entertainment

Future Planning

Public spaces and 
open spaces

4

Road Test “Have Your Say”

A simple graphic was developed to 
indicate how each of the Projects 
identified within the Place Plan 
corresponded to future “focuses”  for 
Rutherglen.

Project Focuses

Community Engagement
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Description:

Create a consistent signage identity within Rutherglen that:
• Highlights and connects sites of interest in Rutherglen
• Improves pedestrian way nding and guides movement 

throughout the township
• Communicates local historical in uence and Indigenous 

history 
• Provides township information for residents and visitors

What does this entail:

This includes developing cohesive building signage that includes 
signage for places of interest, directional and statutory signage, 
maps and icons, and signage for way nding. The intention of 
this goal is to visually connect destinations around Rutherglen, 
communicate historical in uence and Indigenous history, and 
aid orientation around Rutherglen by providing pedestrians with 
on-street information. It also connects visitors and locals to 
public transport, retail areas, natural areas of interest and local 
facilities. This should also consider the Rutherglen gateway 
signage, that should intend to leave a vibrant impression.

Prerequisites:

Undertake a signage and way  nding study to identify key 
destinations, places of interest and local facilities within 
Rutherglen, identify ideal movement and pedestrian patterns 
throughout the township, develop a bespoke Rutherglen visual 
identity that uses clear and legible contemporary graphic design 
to be used across the region.

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

• Signage and Way  nding study/ visual identity development: 
up to 6 months (up to $30k)

• Application of Way nding strategies and implementation of 
signage: up to 6 months ($15k-$50k)

Where does this project currently sit?

This project is yet to be developed

Description:

Establish best location for dog park that provides residents and 
their dogs with safe and sustainable off-leash opportunities that 
can be accessed equitably, while considering the needs of all 
open space users.

What does this entail:

Establishes a best location that considers protection of 
natural habitats and wildlife, as well as equitable open space 
opportunities

Prerequisites:

• Dog Off-leash Area Policy & Management Plan to establish 
off leash types, and best off leash areas

• Project feasibility studies including technical assessments 
(including soil testing)

• Dog Park Design

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

• Basic Landscaping and fencing: 3- 6 months, $15- $30k
• Development of Dog Park: 6-12 months, up to $300k 

(Including dog park fencing, surface treatments, 
landscaping, furniture and amenities, tree and garden bed 
planting, wheelchair accessible points, water fountains and 
signage)

Where does this project currently sit?

This project is yet to be developed

Improve signage, communication, and 
wayfinding in Rutherglen

Best location for Dog Park

Time frame

12 months

Time frame

18 months

Time frame

18 months

Project Cost

$80k

Project Cost

$200k

Project Cost

$330k

Description:

Improve pedestrian quality and access on Main street

What does this entail:

Improving quality of footpaths and accessibility on Main Street 
for wheelchair and mobility scooters, implementing a pedestrian 
crossing on main street.

Prerequisites:

• Develop pedestrian access Strategy including footpaths 
audit

• Revising planning policy and direction for Rutherglen to 
encourage active transport within the town

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

• Pedestrian and Pike Path Study: 6 months up to $30k
• Footpath and Bike Lane Masterplan and Implementation 

Study: up to 3 months and $30k
• Implementation of Infrastructure: up to $150k

Where does this project currently sit?

Rutherglen Footpaths for development have been identi ed in 
Rutherglen Footpaths and Cycle Paths 2018

Pedestrian Focus on Main StreetProject Key

Short Term Goals

Indicates project is an 
upgrade to existing

Indicates project is a plan or 
strategy

Indicates project involves 
the development of a “Hub”

Indicates the project could 
cost up to $100k

Indicates the project could 
cost up to $500k

Indicates the project could 
cost up to $1m

Indicates the project could 
cost over $1m

Short term goals are goals that we see as a quick 
win for Rutherglen, and that with a kick off could be 
completed within 2 years. 

5

Road Test “Have Your Say”

Short Term Goal Descriptions

Community Engagement
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Description:

Connecting Rutherglen identity and product to place by 
enhancing existing landmarks. This includes connecting the 
iconic wine bottle to the heart of town, and activating landmark 
and surrounding landscape.

What does this entail:

Options for activation including; lighting up the landmark (giant 
wine bottle), lighting up with projections, tree plating corridor 
between wine bottle and town heart, landscaping and amenities 
for pedestrians. 

Prerequisites:

• Concept Design
• Landscaping design

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

• Concept and landscape design: up to 6 months, up to $50k
• Implementation including Landscaping and Lights: up to 12 

months, up to $300k

Where does this project currently sit?

This project is yet to be developed

Description:

Create a program of events that are community and family 
focused, as well as micro experiences featuring local producers 
and artisans

What does this entail:

Event programming, coordination and promotion of Inclusive 
community events, family focused events, Event/ festival 
celebrating local producers and artisans outside of the wineries, 
Micro experiences targeted to local residents.

Prerequisites:

• Event programming, coordination and promotion
• Market Study

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

• Council tourism team and TNE market study up to 6 
months, up to $20k

• Event Schedule and coordination 0-6 months, Marketing 
and programming costs less than $30k

Where does this project currently sit?

This project is yet to be developed

Description:

Connecting Rutherglen identity and product to place by 
amplifying the Rutherglen identity in the built and urban 
environment. This includes vine planting along the main street, 
(or alternative suitable streets), providing shade relief in warmer 
months, and noise relief from traffi  c along main street.

What does this entail:

Connecting product to place by planting grape vines in the main 
street of Rutherglen. Options to provide information on the types 
of grapes planted and further information about Rutherglen 
product.

Prerequisites:

• Establishing a community working group that includes 
winemakers 

• Concept design and implementation

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

• Landscape design: up to $30k
• Implementation and planting: up to 12 months, up to $150k

Where does this project currently sit?

This project is yet to be developed

Amplifying Rutherglen landmarks 
(Lighting up the Wine bottle)

Diversifying events Amplifying Rutherglen product 
(Vine planting through main street)

Description:

The existing heritage context of Rutherglen is well de ned, 
and guidelines should be reviewed to ensure that it continues 
to provide adequate recommendations and protections for 
key sites, and encourage contemporary development that is 
sympathetic to the Rutherglen heritage.

What does this entail:

Updating the existing guidelines and presenting Heritage 
Guidelines for the township, to ensure new development 
continues to celebrate and respect the heritage character of 
Rutherglen and ensure that both new businesses and developers 
of in ll sites are not discouraged.

Prerequisites:

• Conduct a Heritage Review, including a review of heritage 
buildings and structures in Rutherglen

• Revise Heritage Guidelines

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

Heritage review and building audit: 6-8 months, up to 60k

Where does this project currently sit?

This project is yet to be developed

Heritage Review

Time frame

6 months

Time frame

8 months

Time frame

18 months

Time frame

12 months

Project Cost

$40k

Project Cost

$60k

Project Cost

$350k

Project Cost

$180k

Indicates project is an 
upgrade to existing

Indicates project is a 
plan or strategy

Indicates project 
involves the 
development of a 
“Hub”

Indicates the project 
could cost up to $100k

Indicates the project 
could cost up to $500k

Indicates the project 
could cost up to $1m

Indicates the project 
could cost over $1m

6

Road Test “Have Your Say”

Short Term Goal Descriptions

Community Engagement



October 2022 | Indigo Shire Council 117116

Road Test

Rutherglen Place Plan | Draft

Description:

Continue developing Lake King to ensure its success as a 
community asset

What does this entail:

Enhance Pedestrian links between town centre, Main Street and 
Lake King, create a gateway to Lake King and Apex Park and 
enhance commercial and tourism activations surrounding the 
precinct, as well as investment in lake maintenance 

Prerequisites:

• Business Case for surrounding development
• Concept Plan for lake King connectivity

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

• Further business case and concept: up to 1 year, up to $80k
• Implementation: up to 2 years, up to 500k

Where does this project currently sit?

Lake King Remodeling Masterplanning begun in 2018 and 
remodeling concluded in 2020

Description:

Introducing policy and guidelines for best-practice 
environmentally sustainable and community driven outcomes, 
to in uence Rutherglen planning schemes, and existing and 
future developments. 

What does this entail:

This includes introducing Initiatives that encourage sustainable 
practices and community focus. For example, developing a 
number of project plans with community, environmental or 
sustainability purpose i.e:
• A community energy initiative
• A carbon neutrality action plan
• A climate emergency action plan 
• A sustainability strategy that clearly de nes and 

communicates Council’s strategic approach to its 
environmental stewardship and urban environment

Prerequisites:

Council lead on Environmental and Sustainable strategy and 
policy

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

Framework and guideline development /implementation: 18 
months to 30 months, up to $200k

Where does this project currently sit?

This project is yet to be developed

Continued development of Lake King 
Precinct

Environmental and Community focused 
development

Description:

Increase township greening within the Rutherglen landscape, 
including identifying best location for increasing canopy cover 
and urban forest diversity planting, as well as identifying 
opportunities for other vegetation and native planting / 
grapevine planting and increasing biodiversity in urban areas

What does this entail:

• Identify opportunities to enhance township greening, and 
improve Rutherglen streetscapes

• Grapevine plating along main street for shade and to create 
a barrier between traffi  c

• Tree planting for shade along pedestrian thoroughfares
• Implementation of Urban forest with a potential location of 

planting from Town Heart to Wine Bottle

Prerequisites:

• Greening Action Plan that includes tree planting program
• Adoption of statutory controls for the protection of 

signi cant indigenous and non-indigenous vegetation on 
private land in urban areas and townships

• Develop a connectivity and open space masterplan for 
Rutherglen

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

Up to 2 years for planning and adoption, up to $250k for 
implementation and planting

Where does this project currently sit?

• Tree Management Plan developed June 2010
• Rutherglen Urban Design Framework developed 2003

Township greening 

Time frame

3 years

Time frame

2.5 years

Time frame

2 Years

Project Cost

$550k

Project Cost

$200k

Project Cost

$250k

Project Key

Medium Term Goals

Indicates project is an 
upgrade to existing

Indicates project is a plan or 
strategy

Indicates project involves 
the development of a “Hub”

Indicates the project could 
cost up to $100k

Indicates the project could 
cost up to $500k

Indicates the project could 
cost up to $1m

Indicates the project could 
cost over $1m

Medium term goals are goals that we see as 
requiring more time, more funding, or higher input 
and engagement from community or stakeholders. 
We see these goals being able to be completed 
within 5 years.
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Description:

Develop a Masterplan that considers how the showgrounds 
could be best utilised for the community and visitors

What does this entail:

This involves the creation of a masterplan that outlines projects 
and strategies for the showgrounds to be best utilised for the 
community and visitors through tourism and recreation use. 
This could include options for re-development and revitalisation 
of Henderson Pavilion, assessment of existing and future 
user groups, assessing opportunities for the precinct and 
development of concept plans for future use.

Prerequisites:

Review of existing facilities and Building audit to assess the 
adequacy of existing facilities to meet the current and future 
needs of tenant sporting and recreation groups, and to assess 
the feasibility of introducing new activities or types of usage.

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

Masterplan and Precinct Plan: up to 6 months, up to $60k

Where does this project currently sit?

This project is yet to be developed

Description:

Consider opportunities that could enhance this important town 
asset

What does this entail:

Improve the Rutherglen swimming pool for visitors and 
community including enhancing play features such as splash 
pad/ slide/ in atable obstacle course, and developing change 
rooms with potential for public access. This also included 
enhancing the pool interface with surrounding precincts 
(including landscaping).

Prerequisites:

• Implementation of Indigo Shire Pools Development Plan 
($173k in maintenance)

• Splash Pad feasibility and concept plan

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

• Splash Pad design and implementation: up to 2 years, 
$200k-$500k 

• Change-rooms and landscaping design and 
implementation: up to 1 year, $100k- $250k

Where does this project currently sit?

This project is yet to be developed

Masterplan for showgroundsSwimming Pool Precinct

Description:

Consider current and future community needs in parallel to 
auditing existing buildings, facilities and infrastructure to devise 
a plan to best utilise existing spaces in Rutherglen.

What does this entail:

This includes identifying existing and planned community 
infrastructure and opportunities, an audit of existing buildings, 
facilities and infrastructure, devising a plan to best utilise and 
“beautify” existing spaces in Rutherglen, considering future 
development/ re-use opportunities for Glen View Aged care site 
once the new building is complete

Prerequisites:

• Develop Strategic Community Infrastructure Framework 
for future decision making around existing spaces in 
Rutherglen  

• Existing Building Audit
• Undertake community facilities and strategic Masterplan 

and feasibility study

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

• Strategic Masterplan: up to 12 months, up to 60k 
• Business case for Community infrastructure: Up to 12 

months, up to $80k 

Where does this project currently sit?

This project is yet to be developed

Community Infrastructure Plan 

Description:

Identify and improve Rutherglen open spaces and streetscapes 
with a community and place making focus, as well as improving 
linkages in Rutherglen for pedestrians and cyclists

What does this entail:

This includes connecting community assets and key 
destinations in Rutherglen via the Rail Trail as well as through 
development of cycling paths and laneway conversions. It also 
includes improved environments for cyclists and pedestrians 
in the town, including improving quality and accessibility 
of footpaths and linking Main Street to parks and other 
destinations. It also includes identifying key open spaces to 
enhance, and opportunities for potential open spaces.

Prerequisites:

• Develop a connectivity and open space masterplan for 
Rutherglen

• Revising planning policy and direction for Rutherglen to 
encourage active transport within the town

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

• Planning policy: up to a year, up to $50k
• Concept and cost planning: up to a year, up to $100k
• Implementation of landscaping, planting and developing 

street-scapes: Up to 3 years (staging), up to $1.5M

Where does this project currently sit?

This project is yet to be developed

Improve Open Space and Connectivity in 
Rutherglen 

Time frame

5 Years

Project Cost

$1.5M

Time frame

2 years

Time frame

2 years

Time frame

3 Years

Project Cost

$60k

Project Cost

$750k

Project Cost

$140k

Indicates project is an 
upgrade to existing

Indicates project is a 
plan or strategy

Indicates project 
involves the 
development of a 
“Hub”

Indicates the project 
could cost up to $100k

Indicates the project 
could cost up to $500k

Indicates the project 
could cost up to $1m

Indicates the project 
could cost over $1m
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Description:

Utilise the silos to anchor a thriving outdoor and arts precinct 
and activated community space.

What does this entail:

Consider decoration, projections or art installations on silos, 
landscaping and open space development around silos through 
to VIC and lions park, developing area for events and community 
social activities and pop up eateries and retail, enhancing 
connectivity to and through the site, and enhancing existing 
buildings on the site.

Prerequisites:

• Business Case and Masterplan
• Concept Design
• Signi cant government funding

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

• Business Case and Masterplan: 3-6 months, up to 100k
• Concept Design: 6-12 months, up to $100k
• Implementation and construction (including project 

staging): 2-5 years, up to $6M

Where does this project currently sit?

Business case and concept plan are currently under 
development for the site

Description:

Develop sporting precinct anchored by Barkly Park that captures 
the needs of the user groups, and becomes an asset for the 
wider community

What does this entail:

Establish priorities for conservation, refurbishment, re-purposing 
or replacement of buildings, structures, sports  elds, courts, 
amenities and landscaping elements, Implementation of a Gym 
that caters to a large range of age groups, addition of a footpath 
and land landscaping towards Barkly Park from town including 
landscaping and tree planting, implementation community 
facilities and spectator facilities. 

Prerequisites:

• Business Case and Masterplan
• Concept Design 
• Signi cant government funding

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

• Masterplan and Concept: up to 12 Months, up to 100k
• Implementation construction: up to 5 years, up to $6M

Where does this project currently sit?

Masterplan currently in progress

Silos Art PrecinctBarkly Park Sporting Precinct

Description:

Develop a thriving youth active precinct in Rutherglen that 
captures all ages, is accessible and inviting to families and 
visitors

What does this entail:

This includes the redevelopment of Skate Park to include more 
levels of diffi  culty with additional elements and obstacles, 
introduction of a pump track, re-development of playground to 
include all abilities play- system, and well as more active play 
options, consideration of outdoor basketball court and spectator 
amphitheatre, and additional water fountains and shading.

Prerequisites:

Active precinct masterplan

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

• Skate park design development and implementation: up to 
2 years, $250k- $800k 

• Landscaping, amenities and play spaces: Staged 
implementation up to 3 years, up to $2M (including 
playground, basketball, fountains and landscaping) 

Where does this project currently sit?

Funding has just been received for major re-development of 
skate park including features for all ages and abilities

Active Youth Precinct at Apex ParkProject Key

Long Term Goals

Indicates project is an 
upgrade to existing

Indicates project is a plan or 
strategy

Indicates project involves 
the development of a “Hub”

Indicates the project could 
cost up to $100k

Indicates the project could 
cost up to $500k

Indicates the project could 
cost up to $1m

Indicates the project could 
cost over $1m

Long term goals are goals that we see requiring 
signi cantly more time, more funding, higher input 
and engagement from community or stakeholders 
and potentially as staged approach for project 
completion. We see these goals taking up to 10+ 
years to complete.

Time frame

7 years

Time frame

5 years

Time frame

5 Years

Project Cost

$6M

Project Cost

$6M

Project Cost

$3M
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Description:

Developing a Community Hub Rutherglen that captures the 
entire community, is an experience and is placed to be the heart 
of the town 

What does this entail:

This includes the development of a Masterplan for types of 
spaces required to suit communities needs and desires, as 
well as investigating funding streams and opportunities and 
partnership opportunities. It also includes the development 
of a concept plan for the Hub that considers that space as a 
highly usable visitor experience, that accommodates a variety 
of functions including diverse family friendly experiences and 
immersive activities and ensures the Hub in the best possible 
location to serve the community and celebrate local values.

Prerequisites:

• Undertake combined community, business, and innovation 
Hub Feasibility study

• Masterplan and concept design
• Branding and Identity of Community Hub
• Identify Funding and Partnership opportunities

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

Concept to construction and implementation: Up to $10M, up to 
5-10 years

Where does this project currently sit?

This project is yet to be developed

Description:

Consider ways to facilitate growth for business in Rutherglen 
and support local jobs 

What does this entail:

This includes the development of a structure plan to consider 
adequate land supply to facilitate future business growth and 
establish opportunities to capitalise on tourism offerings, 
ensuring there is adequate support from council to assist 
traders, business starters and development along main street, 
support the night time economy through incentives and 
consolidate town centre as a commercial area.

Prerequisites:

• Develop a Structure Plan for the township

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

• Economic Development team in conjunction with Business 
to develop a business Growth strategy: up to 12 Months, up 
to $100k

• Structure Plan for township: up to 2 years up to $200k

Where does this project currently sit?

This project is yet to be developed

Central Community HubSupporting Business Growth

Description:

This will involve strategies that consider the effects of 
community growth, ensuring there is an adequate supply of 
land for housing developments and adequate housing types, 
and improving community services and amenities to support 
the future population. This includes developing plans for future 
models of housing that prioritise community and place making.

What does this entail:

This may include planning changes or planning interventions, 
infrastructure delivery, working with housing associations and 
assisting with infrastructure requirements. A structure plan 
for Rutherglen should guide this project, and should identify 
provision of residential land and housing opportunities.

Prerequisites:

• Provision of residential land and housing opportunities to be 
undertaken as part of a structure plan for the town

• Develop sustainable development resource guidelines that 
responds to the local climate and ecological context, and 
encourage private and public developers to adopt these 
guidelines while meeting heritage requirements

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

• Council to develop a sustainable growth strategy and policy: 
up to 12 months, up to 100k

• Structure Plan for township: up to 2 years up to $200k
• Testing and consultation: up to 2 years, up to $200k

Where does this project currently sit?

This project is yet to be developed

Sustainable Growth

Description:

Creation of a “Business Hub” in that provides opportunities for 
remote working and studying, fosters innovators and small 
businesses, and provides a platform for skill sharing and cross 
generational learning.

What does this entail:

This includes the redevelopment and improvement of 
Rutherglen Library and Memorial Hall to expand current facilities 
and facilitate space for teaching and learning activities, as well 
as key spatial requirements and facilities for remote workers and 
skill sharers.

Prerequisites:

• Undertake combined community, business and innovation 
Hub Feasibility study

• Branding and Marketing for Rutherglen Business and 
Innovation Hub

• Search for business, industry and partnership opportunities

Time to get off the ground + High Level Costs:

• Small Scale Intervention including Business Case, 
marketing activates, installation of video equipment and 
additional desks: up to 2 years, $80k- $150k

• Medium Scale Intervention including concept for Hub, 
building refurbishment to facilitate remote working and co-
working, meeting rooms, breakout spaces, kitchenette and 
event space, upgrade to toilets and facilities: up to 5 years 
for staging and implementation, $500k-$1.5m

Where does this project currently sit?

This project is yet to be developed

Business and Innovation Hub

Time frame

5 Years

Project Cost

$1.5M

Time frame

10 years

Time frame

5 years

Time frame

6 Years

Project Cost

$8M

Project Cost

$300k

Project Cost

$500k

Indicates project is an 
upgrade to existing

Indicates project is a 
plan or strategy

Indicates project 
involves the 
development of a 
“Hub”

Indicates the project 
could cost up to $100k

Indicates the project 
could cost up to $500k

Indicates the project 
could cost up to $1m

Indicates the project 
could cost over $1m
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Barkly Park Sporting 
Precinct

49 1st Priority Project
12 2nd Priority Project
12 3nd Priority Project

High Priority Projects

Medium Priority Projects
(In order of Ranking)

Low Priority Projects
(In order of Ranking)

Silos Art Precinct

24 1st Priority Project
17 2nd Priority Project
14 3nd Priority Project

Lighting up Wine 
bottle

12 1st Priority Project
25 2nd Priority Project
18 3nd Priority Project

Improve Pedestrian 
Focus on Main Street

20 1st Priority Project
10 2nd Priority Project
5 3nd Priority Project

Active Youth Precinct 
at Apex Park

21 1st Priority Project
9 2nd Priority Project
10 3nd Priority Project

We received 356 Responses from the Place Plan 
Project Survey.

Participants were asked to rank their top 5 
projects suggested for the place plan. 

(Suggestions by students that reflected specific 
projects were also included in this ranking.)

1. Barkly Park Masterplan
2. Silos Art Precinct
3. Lighting up Wine bottle
4. Active Youth Precinct at Apex Park
5. Improve Pedestrian Focus on Main Street
6. Swimming pool precinct
7. Continued development of Lake King 

Precinct
8. Amplifying Rutherglen product (vine planting 

through main street)
9. Supporting business growth
10. Establish best location for Dog Park
11. Central Community Hub
12. Environmental and Community focused 

development
13. Create a program of community and family 

focused events
14. Community infrastructure planning
15. Sustainable growth of housing types & 

community amenities
16. Masterplan for showgrounds
17. Increase township greening
18. Improve open space and connectivity in 

Rutherglen
19. Improve signage, communication, and 

wayfinding in Rutherglen
20. Review Heritage Guidelines
21. Business and Innovation Hub

1 2 3
Survey Findings

Engagement Results



Strongly Agree

Future Planning 62% Strongly Agree

Community 60% Strongly Agree

Public Spaces and Open Spaces 56% Strongly Agree

Business 46% Strongly Agree

Ensuring appropriate strategies and infrastructure exist to facilitate future growth in 
Rutherglen, and support community wellbeing.

Ensuring adequate facilities, spaces and support exists in Rutherglen to encourage 
community wellbeing.

Improve Rutherglen open spaces and streetscapes with a community and place 
making focus, as well as improving linkages in Rutherglen for pedestrians and cyclists

Consider ways to facilitate growth for business in Rutherglen and support local jobs 
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Part two of the survey asked for 
participants to rate the focuses for 
the future of Rutherglen from Strongly 
disagree to Strongly Agree.

Ratings over close to or over 50% 
have been recorded.

Other suggestions for the focus 
for the future of Rutherglen were 
captured.
Of the 27 responses recorded, the 
most frequent responses were 
recorded.

Suggested Focus
30% Trucks on Main Street
15% Community, Arts and Culture
15% Sports Facilities
10% Parking
10% Drainage in Rutherglen

Priority Focuses

Engagement Results
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We received 152 returned Surveys from students (primary and high school) in 
Rutherglen tasked to rank themes in order of importance.

Students were then asked to provide a description of something that is 
important to them.

These answers have been weighted to reveal the top 3 themes for primary 
school students, middle school students and upper school students.

Primary School Ranking: 46 Survey Results

Project Ranking Project List Weighting

1 Activation and Entertainment 22%

2 Sustainability 20%

3 Housing 19%

4 Public spaces and open spaces 16%

5 Community 11%

6 Business 6%

7 Future Planning 5%

Middle School Ranking: 38 Survey Results

Project Ranking Project List Weighting

1 Future Planning 17.5%

2 Sustainability 17%

3 Community 17%

4 Activation and Entertainment 15%

5 Housing 13%

6 Business 11%

7 Public spaces and open spaces 9.5%

Upper School Ranking: 68 Survey Results

Project Ranking Project List Weighting

1 Housing 23%

2 Community 20%

3 Business 18%

4 Activation and Entertainment 11%

5 Sustainability 10%

6 Future Planning 10%

7 Public spaces and open spaces 8%

Projects associated with these themes have been indicated

This is about making sure there 
are exciting things to do and see in 
Rutherglen

This is about making sure we think about 
all the possible things that could happen 
in Rutherglen, and how these things 
could be done best

This is about making sure there is 
enough houses for people who live in 
Rutherglen and would like to move to 
Rutherglen in the future

Activation + Entertainment

Future Planning

1 2 3

This is about making sure that there are 
lots of things we can do to help look after 
the planet

This is about making sure that there are 
lots of things we can do to help look after 
the planet

Sustainability

Sustainability

This is about making sure there is 
enough houses for people who live in 
Rutherglen and would like to move to 
Rutherglen in the future

This is about making sure the people 
in Rutherglen are supported, and have 
good places to spend time together 

Housing

Community

Housing

This is about making sure the people 
in Rutherglen are supported, and have 
good places to spend time together 

This is about helping businesses 
that are in Rutherglen, and having 
opportunities for other types of 
businesses in Rutherglen   

Community Business
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As a part of the survey, students were then 
asked to provide a description of something 
that is important to them. Student surveys 
returned 84 Suggestions

Key suggested ideas deemed important to 
young people included:

• Improving the Skate Park and Bike Tracks 
24.6% of Suggestions

• Diversity in Food and Beverge Offerings 13.7% 
of suggestions

• Things to do for young people and families 
12.3% of suggestions)

What’s important to students in 
Rutherglen?

24.6% of 
Suggestions

12.3% of 
Suggestions

6.9% of 
Suggestions

3% of 
Suggestions

3% of 
Suggestions

13.7% of 
Suggestions

9.6% of 
Suggestions

12.3% of 
Suggestions

8.2% of 
Suggestions

Improvements to Skate Park, and 
infrastructure for bikes (pump 
tracks) and Motorbikes (tracks)

Diversity in Retail, including 
extending business hours and 
business support

Concerns around drainage Upgrading and utilising existing 
infrastructure including footpaths

Concerns for land supply and 
housing supply

Diversity in Food and Beverage 
Offerings (majority of 
suggestions involved fast food)

Improving football and netball 
facilities and supporting 
community sports

Activities and things for young 
people to do (suggestions 
including cinema, waterslide)

Community Health and 
Wellbeing and Community 
facilities 

Of the 84 ideas suggested, the following 
represents the key ideas represented by 
students in Rutherglen.

Projects within the Place Plan that align with 
these suggestions have been allocated.

Active Youth Precinct 
at Apex Park

Improve Open Space 
and Connectivity

Supporting Business 
Growth

Supporting Business 
Growth

Community 
Infrastructure Plan

Community 
Infrastructure Plan

Community 
Infrastructure Plan

Silos Art Precinct Diversifying events

Barkly Park 
Masterplan

Swimming Pool 
Precinct

Community Hub

Student Survey Results

Engagement Results
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Barkly Park Sporting Precinct

Barkly Park has undergone an 
independent Master Plan process, 
council is currently progressing a grant 
application to engage a consultant to 
continue the Master Planning process 
with wider community engagement.

It is anticipated that the tender (to 
engage consultants for this Master 
Planning process) will be issued by the 
end of the year.

Barkly Park Change Rooms continue to 
be a priority project to present for Sport 
and Recreation Victoria Funding.

In the Place Plan engagement process 
we heard there was strong demand to 
improve the change rooms and club 
rooms, as well as the Netball courts and 
maintainable of the Football oval. We 
also hear the desires from young people 
for a basketball court that could be 
accessed at all times. There is potential 
in the Master Planning stage for Barkly 
Park to include youth engagement, to 
ensure concerns of Rutherglen’s young 
people are met.

Planning

Funding

Conce
pt

Constr
ucti

on 

Completio
n

Silos Art Precinct

The Rutherglen Silos Precinct is currently 
undergoing a Concept design and 
business case to apply for funding for 
the redevelopment of this precinct. 

There are currently funding opportunities 
for the development of a rail trail head, 
which could include a bike hub and 
projection opportunities at the silos 
precinct, as well as funding opportunities 
for rail trail enhancements.

We heard in the engagement that 
there was a desire to beautify the silos 
and activate this precinct, including 
landscaping and greening, community 
areas and play spaces and opportunities 
for outdoor events. We also heard that 
there was a desire to showcase arts and 
culture in Rutherglen.

The silos precinct is an opportunity 
to encapsulate other projects in the 
place plan such as Diversifying events 
(Activities and things for young people 
to do) and Community Hub (facilities for 
Community Health and Wellbeing). This 
project will also be building on the Indigo 
Shire Council Senior Citizens Review and 
Changing Places Funding.

Planning

Funding

Conce
pt

Constr
ucti

on 

Completio
n

Lighting up Wine bottle

The Lighting up the Rutherglen Wine 
bottle project is currently not under 
development.

Community consultation and feasibility 
study would be required at this stage to 
test the feasibility of operation, as well 
as providing a solution that ensures 
residents desires are also accounted for.

We suggest there is an opportunity to 
showcase the wine bottle as part of the 
Arts Precinct, with potential to curate 
projections onto the Wine bottle.

Planning

Funding

Conce
pt

Constr
ucti

on 

Completio
n

Improve Pedestrian Focus on Main St

Improving Pedestrian Focus on Main 
Street is a significant project that is 
currently not under development.

Pending the outcome of the RRV concept 
plan, we see potential to capture these 
concerns for Main Street in a return brief 
to RRV to ensure that the Main Street 
development will include the desires of 
Rutherglen residents for Main Street.

Pedestrian focus will also be a core 
element in the Rutherglen Silos 
Activation, which will potentially include 
access from Main Street.

Planning

Funding

Conce
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Completio
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Active Youth Precinct at Apex Park

The Active Youth Precinct at Apex Park 
is currently in Planning stages with a 
$274,000 redevelopment in the works.

Rutherglen council has engaged young 
people in Rutherglen to be part of the 
planning process.

Planning

Funding
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Completio
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Where do these Projects Currently Sit?
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Road Test

Rutherglen Place Plan | Draft

Road Test Concept

Community and Arts Precinct 
Hub Concept

Based on the engagement data and 
the discussion with the committee, 
the Project to Road Test was agreed 
to develop a concept for a Community 
and Arts hub in the Silos Precinct 
(identified as a potential project in the 
Silos Precinct Master Plan).

The Concept for the Road test 
included:
• Background report (potential user 

groups, program, what we’ve heard 
from the place plan, constraints 
and opportunities). 

• Concept Drawings (concept, 
precedent images and references, 
further developing silos concept) 

• Visualisations to support advocacy 
document

The following are key pages from the 
concept report, see full report attached 
in appendices
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Road Test

Rutherglen Place Plan | Draft

October 2022 | Public Realm Lab 3Rutherglen Arts and Community Hub_ Concept Proposal

Overview | Project Overview

Silos Art Precinct

The Rutherglen Silos Precinct is currently 
undergoing a Concept design and business case 
to apply for funding for the redevelopment of 
this precinct. 

There are currently funding opportunities for 
the development of a rail trail head, which could 
include a bike hub and projection opportunities 
at the silos precinct, as well as funding 
opportunities for rail trail enhancements.

We heard in the engagement that there was 
a desire to beautify the silos and activate this 
precinct, including landscaping and greening, 
community areas and play spaces and 
opportunities for outdoor events. We also heard 
that there was a desire to showcase arts and 
culture in Rutherglen.

The silos precinct is an opportunity to 
encapsulate other projects in the place plan 
such as Diversifying events (Activities and things 
for young people to do) and Community Hub 
(facilities for Community Health and Wellbeing). 
This project will also be building on the Indigo 
Shire Council Senior Citizens Review and 
Changing Places Funding.

Planning

Funding

Conce
pt
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on 

Completio
n

Road Test Concept

Situating the Community and Arts Hub 
within the Silos Art Precinct Master 
Plan

Rutherglen Silos Precinct
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Road Test

Rutherglen Place Plan | Draft

October 2022 | Public Realm Lab 4Rutherglen Arts and Community Hub_ Concept Proposal

Overview | Project Overview

An Arts precinct in Rutherglen, driven by the 
revitalisation of the Silos precinct, has the 
potential to contribute to strengthening the 
Indigo Shire Region as a community and cultural 
destination. The Masterplan for the Silos Arts 
precinct contributes to a great activated urban 
space for locals and visitors, and provides 
opportunities for cultural showcases. This 
precinct aims to be integrated with the rest 
of the town, and to contribute significantly to 
Rutherglen’s tourism activity.

The vision for the Silos Arts Precinct is to 
become an exciting arts destination and a 
meeting point for locals and tourists alike, 
facilitating the strengthening of community, 
culture and innovation in Rutherglen.

As part of this precinct, The Arts and 
Community Hub will be developed by 
revitaising the existing Senior Citizens building 
to facilitate the activity of the user groups 
that occupy it and elevating the community 
spaces within the Master Plan. This will include 
upgrading the existing facilities, inclusion 
of meeting rooms, co-working spaces, 
lecture spaces, community lounge spaces 
and accessible facilities. The development 
of the Community Hub will also include the 
beautification of the external appearance, 
improved outdoor space and the addition of a 
community garden.

Silos Arts Precinct

What is the Vision?

Visualisation | Market Day at the Silos Art Precinct

Road Test Concept

Vision for the Silos Art Precinct and the 
Community and Arts Hub 

Rutherglen Silos Precinct
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Road Test

Rutherglen Place Plan | Draft
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Overview | Project Overview
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The goal of this Master Plan proposal is 
to introduce the precinct as a pedestrian 
focused, accessible and inclusive site for art 
and community. The core strategies include 
ensuring a strong connection between the core 
infrastructures of the site, between Lions park 
and the silos precinct, and to the town centre. 

The site is developed to offer the full Arts 
precinct experience, including the addition of 
high end projection displays to all faces visible 
from the public plaza. Additions to the site 
include shade structures to host a range of 
functions and events, including markets and 
outdoor gatherings, amphitheater seating and 
retaining wall upgrades, a public plaza and 
viewing area between the silos and Old Station 
Building, significant infrastructure upgrades 
to allow for future site development and 
expansion, landscaping and tree planting and 
improvements to pedestrian connection.

The Arts and Community Hub is integral 
to this Master Plan as a facility that provides 
a multi purpose space for the Rutherglen 
community and contributes to the ongoing 
activation of the site.

Silos Arts Precinct

Proposed Master Plan

Road Test Concept

Master Plan Vision

Rutherglen Silos Precinct
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Road Test

Rutherglen Place Plan | Draft

October 2022 | Public Realm Lab 11Rutherglen Arts and Community Hub_ Concept Proposal

Proposed Hub | Vision Road Test Concept

Vision of Project: NE Elevation

Community and Arts Hub 
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Road Test

Rutherglen Place Plan | Draft
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Proposed Hub | Ground Floor Plan

Proposed Ground Floor Plan

LEGEND

1 Outdoor meeting space at main entrance

2
Clearly framed and welcoming main 
entrance path through to lobby

3
New semi-transparent veil over the form 
of the existing building

4
Planter boxes at ground level to 
perimeter of building

5
Rationalised / efficient layout allows for 
greater number of bathrooms and office 
/ reception counter in lobby space

6 Storage areas - various sizes

7
New roof over Flexible Events Space 
to allow for additional m2 and ceiling 
height.

8
Spill out space from Events Space onto 
future Silo Precinct

9 8 x 5m Performance Stage

10
Community / Co-working Space to rear 
of building

11
Shrouded entrance doors and window 
box seats

12 Consult Room

13
Upgraded Kitchen for commercial/
catering use

Road Test Concept

Proposed Plan

Community and Arts Hub 
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Road Test

Rutherglen Place Plan | Draft

October 2022 | Public Realm Lab 14Rutherglen Arts and Community Hub_ Concept Proposal

North SCALE 1:100 @ A3

Proposed Hub | Ground Floor Functional Layout Plan

Ground Floor Functional Layout Plan 
02 /03

Road Test Concept

Proposed Plan: Potential Spatial 
Arrangement to facilitate a 70 person 
performance

Community and Arts Hub 
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Road Test

Rutherglen Place Plan | Draft
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Proposed Hub | Hub Entry Road Test Concept

Visualisation:
Hub Entry

Community and Arts Hub 
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Road Test

Rutherglen Place Plan | Draft
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Proposed Hub | External View and Secondary Entry Road Test Concept

Visualisation:
External View and Secondary Entry

Community and Arts Hub 
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Road Test

Rutherglen Place Plan | Draft

October 2022 | Public Realm Lab 18Rutherglen Arts and Community Hub_ Concept Proposal

Proposed Hub | Internal View to Silos Road Test Concept

Visualisation:
Internal View

Community and Arts Hub 
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Road Test

Rutherglen Place Plan | Draft

October 2022 | Public Realm Lab 19Rutherglen Arts and Community Hub_ Concept Proposal

Proposed Hub | Elevations

NE Elevation

Lobby Gardens

Opening to Silos PrecinctSilos Precinct Pedestrian Forecourt

Main Entry Main HallCommunity / Co-working Hub

Stage

Planter Boxes/ Vine Plating Planter Boxes/ Vine Plating

NW Elevation

Road Test Concept

Elevations

Community and Arts Hub 
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Road Test

Rutherglen Place Plan | Draft

October 2022 | Public Realm Lab 20Rutherglen Arts and Community Hub_ Concept Proposal

SW Elevation SE Elevation

Window Bench Seats Gardens

Community Garden Opportunities

Gardens Office/ CloakCommunity / Co-working Hub Entry

Kitchen EntryPlanter Boxes/ Vine Plating Consultation Room

Community / Co-working Hub

Proposed Hub | Elevations Road Test Concept

Elevations

Community and Arts Hub 
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Appendices


