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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

The Indigo Shire Council is paving the way for a better Shopping and Tourism experience in our 

Historic Streetscapes.  Our Shire has many fine shopping areas and historical tourism experiences, 

and is well known for its quality shops and vibrant and culturally significant areas.  It is something 

the Shire and community is very proud of and keen to build upon. 

 

That’s why the recent adoption of new guidelines governing safer streets is so important to 

everyone: shoppers, traders and tourists.��

�

�
�
The guidelines are logical and simple to follow, and will assist Council in meeting its obligations 

under the Disability Discrimination Act, which will provide safer access for all. They are based on 

the premise that footways are primarily for pedestrians to walk along safely and unhindered, and 

that traders play a vital role in making the Indigo Shire and its historic towns such a great place to 

live, work and visit. One in five people in Victoria have a disability.  
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�

COUNCIL’S LOCAL LAWS 

 

Part 4 of the Streets & Roads Local Law No.1 adopted by Indigo Shire deals with secondary 

activities on roads.   

Division 1 relates to advertising signs. 

Division 2 relates to trading within the road reserve. 

Division 3 relates to display of goods for sale. 

Division 4 relates to outdoor eating facilities. 

Division 5 relates to itinerant traders. 

Division 6 relates to bulk rubbish containers. 

Division 7, 8, 9 and 10 relate to other matters. 

 

The Streets & Roads Local Law No.1 does not specifically refer to the need to balance the 

competing interests of: - 

a) The need and desire to preserve the historic facades, buildings and streetscapes. 

b) The public safety and access to buildings. 

c) The commercial interests of the traders within these areas. 

d) The Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (Commonwealth). 

e) Physical environment of the streets as they presently exist. 

f) Promotion of tourism within the Shire. 

g) Other Council reports including Pride of Place documents. 

 

COMMERCIAL AREAS OF INDIGO SHIRE 

 

The main commercial areas within the Indigo Shire are Barnawartha, Beechworth, Chiltern, 

Rutherglen, Stanley, Tangambalanga, Wahgunyah and Yackandandah, each of which towns has its 

own individual characteristics.  Of these commercial areas, some towns have relatively wide 

footpaths such as Beechworth and Wahgunyah, whilst others such as Rutherglen and Chiltern have 

relatively narrow footpaths and roads. It is also Council policy to protect the heritage of the 

buildings within the Shire particularly in Beechworth, Chiltern and Rutherglen where most 

buildings have historic facades.. 
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Only the road known as “Main Street Rutherglen” (also known as the Murray Valley Highway) 

forms part of a declared public highway. 

 

In Rutherglen many of the shops have building lines, which encroach onto the road reserve, many 

have historic verandahs with verandah posts adjacent to or close by the kerb. 

 

The Shire acknowledges that the different individual qualities of the commercial areas make it 

almost impossible to have one set of common guidelines applying to each and every commercial 

area within the Shire. Individual towns must therefore have individual designations. 

 

RUTHERGLEN 

Insofar as the township of Rutherglen is concerned, the commercial area is defined as: - 

a) On the south side of Douglas and Reid Streets from Main Street to Drummond Street 

b) The Main Street/Murray Valley Highway from the railway line crossing to Killeen’s Lane 

c) High Street from Douglas/Reid Street intersection through to Church Street 

d) Drummond Street from Main Street to Scott Street. 

 

The Shire acknowledges that the northern side of Main Street is particularly narrow whereas the 

southern side of Main Street is considerably wider.   

 

For the purposes of complying with the Disability Discrimination Act 1992, insofar as it is possible, 

no permit under Part 4 of the Streets & Roads Local Law shall be given where it has the effect of 

not providing an uninterrupted accessible path of travel of a width of not less than 1200mm along 

the footpath. 

 

CHILTERN 

Insofar as the township of Chiltern is concerned, the commercial area is defined as: -  

a) Main Street from North Road to Barkley Street 

b) Conness Street from Kilgour Street to Cathro Street 

 

The Shire acknowledges that footpath widths vary within the commercial area of Chiltern.  
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For the purposes of complying with the Disability Discrimination Act 1992, in so far as its possible, 

no permit under Part 4 of the Streets and Roads Local Law shall be given where it has the effect of 

not providing an uninterrupted accessible path of travel of a width not less than 1200mm.  

 

BEECHWORTH 

Insofar as the township of Beechworth is concerned, the commercial area is defined as: - 

a) Camp Street from Last Street to Spring Creek 

b) Albert Road from Spring Creek to Gilchrist Ave 

c) Church, Williams and Kars Streets from Last Street to High Street 

d) Sydney Road from Cemetery Road to Williams Street 

e) Ford Street from Mellish Street to Williams Street. 

 

Because Beechworth has relatively wide footpaths the standard guidelines will apply to the 

commercial area, ie that is a minimum pedestrian zone of 1800mm, 

 

BARNAWARTHA 

Insofar as the township of Barnawartha is concerned, the commercial area is defined as: - 

a) High Street from Canning Street to the Indigo Creek 

b) Havelock Street from the rail line crossing to intersection of Havelock Street and High 

Street. 

 

The full guidelines apply, ie that is a minimum pedestrian zone of 1800mm 

 

STANLEY 

Insofar as the township of Stanley is concerned, the commercial area is defined as: - 

a) Mount Stanley road from Little Scotland road to the intersection of the Beechworth Stanley 

road. 

 

To be negotiated on application with a minimum pedestrian zone of 1200mm. 
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TANGAMBALANGA & KIEWA 

Insofar as the township of Tangambalanga & Kiewa is concerned, the commercial area is defined 

as: - 

a) Kiewa East road from the Kiewa Valley Highway to Gentle Road 

 

The full guidelines apply, ie that is a minimum pedestrian zone of 1800mm.  

 

WAHGUNYAH 

Insofar as the township of Wahgunyah is concerned, the commercial area is defined as: - 

a) Foord Street from the Murray River Bridge to the intersection of Victoria Street 

b) Victoria Street from Foord Street to Sarah Street. 

 

The full guidelines apply, ie that is a minimum pedestrian zone of 1800mm.  

 

YACKANDANDAH 

Insofar as the township of Yackandandah is concerned, the commercial area is defined as: - 

a) High Street from Kars Street to Williams Street 

b) Hammond Street from Kars Street to Williams Street 

c) Wellsford Street from Hammond Street to Wyndham Street. 

 

The full guidelines apply, ie that is a minimum pedestrian zone of 1800mm.  
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2.�� TOWNSHIP MAPS WITH FOOTPATHS DEFINED  
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3.  WIDTH OF FOOTPATH 
 
Council has a series of categories for trading based on the width of footpaths. 
 

In order to provide a clear and consistently unobstructed footway for pedestrian access, the footpath 

is divided into three zones.  

 

 The Pedestrian Zone: extends from the building line or shop front of premises the area of 

free travel is dependant on the Township Guide, which gives us a measurement that is 

relevant to each town in the Municipality.   No items may be placed in the Pedestrian Zone. 

 

 The Kerbside Zone: a  0.6 metre buffer from the kerb to allow for access to and from 

parked vehicles.  Where there is a disabled parking bay the setback from the kerb will be at 

least 1.5 metres.  Where there is a loading zone the setback from the kerb will be at least 0.6 

metres.  This only applies to Parallel Parking areas. 

 

 The Trading Zone: the only area of the footpath where goods, café furniture, display goods 

and ancillary items, subject to this policy, may be placed.  Where premises are adjacent to an 

intersection the trading activity zone must not extend past the building line.�

�
3.1 Pedestrian Zone 

�

This is the area of the footpath immediately adjoining the shop front in which traders have 

historically displayed sale goods and signs as well as the placement of tables and chairs.  

Although Council recognises that this may be the preferred location for some traders, this 

practice has generated the greatest number of complaints.  Most complaints relate to street 

furniture narrowing the footway, forcing those with sight difficulties or those with small 

children in strollers or prams, to zigzag along the footway trying to avoid obstacles outside 

shop windows. 

�
The  PEDESTRIAN  ZONE  will  provide an uninterrupted, accessible path of travel from the 

building  line,  in  accordance with  the  Australian  Standards  (AS1428.2) and  the Disability 

Discrimination Act 1992. 
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3.2 Kerbside Zone 

�

KERBSIDE ZONE is a 600mm buffer area between the face of the kerb and the TRADING 

ZONE to allow passengers to alight from cars onto the footway without any hindrance.  The width 

of this zone may increase to 1 metre to provide extra footway space adjacent to near loading zones, 

“No Standing” zones etc.  Pedestrians must have adequate space to step onto the footpath from the 

road.   

 

3.3 Trading Zone 

�

Council will only allow street furniture items such as sale goods, signage as well as tables and 

chairs to be placed within the TRADING ZONE  

 

Traders must place items of Street Furniture in the TRADING ZONE  of the footway, to enable 

Council to conform to the requirements of Australian Standard AS1428.2 and the Disability 

Discrimination Act 1992.�

 

4. DISPLAY OF GOODS 
�

Goods may only be displayed for sale within the TRADING ZONE, in front of the premises 

that have obtained a permit from Council. 

 

�  The maximum height of any display within 9 metres of a street corner the height must 

not exceed 1 metre. Refer to Councils Local Laws 

 

�  Screens may be placed around the goods for added security, but must be within the 

size limits as specified for screens in Section 8 and kept within the footprint of the 

TRADING ZONE .  They must also have a planning permit. 

 

�  Display stands or goods must not be fixed to the footway or any street sign, pole, 

verandah post or other item, without Planning approval.  
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�  Display stands must be appropriately designed and constructed so as not to create a 

risk to any pedestrian.  

 

�  Signage maybe limited under the Planning Permit 

 

�  No display of goods will be allowed in areas of high pedestrian movement, such as: 

�  Where a pedestrian or gutter crossing exists; 

�  Where pedestrians gather at intersections; and 

�  Bus stops or taxi stands. 

�  Street Furniture�

�
�
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Applicants will need to apply to Council for an annual permit pursuant to the Local 
Law. 
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FIGURE 1 - FOOTWAY ZONES (OUTDOOR DINING) 

�

�

Kerbside 
Zone 

Pedestrian 
Zone 

Trading 
Zone 

Kerbside 
Zone 

Trading 
Zone 

Pedestrian 
Zone 

 

This diagram is an example 
Measurements are only for indicative purposes 
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FIGURE 2 - FOOTWAY ZONES (DISPLAY OF GOODS) 
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This diagram is an example  
Measurements are only for indicative purposes 
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